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Daemen College Environmental Summit

Over 100 people attended Daemen College’s first annual Environmental Summit sponsored by the Center for Sustainable Communities and Civic Engagement and the Natural Sciences Department.  Congressman Brian Higgins and Dr. Joseph Gardella, University at Buffalo distinguished professor of Chemistry, were keynote speakers at the October 1 event.    The goal of the summit was to bring together interested individuals and members of regional organizations and find ways to facilitate better communication of group activities and concerns.   Over fifteen environmental groups displayed information on their organization’s activities and concerns.  The summit also included brainstorming sessions on various environmental topics.  

 Attendees also provided suggestions on how colleges like Daemen can assist local organizations in achieving their goals.  Suggestions included compiling this newsletter to include organizations’ activities, upcoming events and concerns, helping to facilitate student internship placements with local groups and to help with publicity and educational campaigns.  Daemen College is a partner in the Service Learning Coalition of Western New York.  This coalition, which includes most local colleges and universities, helps to coordinate internship and volunteer activities for students.  If your organization needs volunteers for a particular activity, please contact sustainc@daemen.edu or Sharon Benz at 839-8524. 
City of Buffalo Recycling Boxes Available

Lovejoy District NRS Pick up location

Lovejoy District Neighborhood Revitalization Services, Inc (NRS) has City of Buffalo recycling boxes in their office for any resident who needs a box.  When residents pick up the free recycling box they will also receive information on how and what can and cannot be recycled.  The Lovejoy District NRS office is located at 615 Walden Avenue at the corner of Bailey Avenue and the hours of operation are Monday- Friday 9am-5pm.

“Lovejoy District NRS encourages all Lovejoy residents to recycle because it not only saves natural resources but it saves tax dollars- so do your part and recycle” stated Denise Herkey-Jarosch, Community Planner for Lovejoy District NRS.

To learn more about receiving a recycling box please contact the Lovejoy District NRS office at 896-5010 or contact Andy Goldstein, City of Buffalo Recycling Coordinator at 858-4988 or recycle@erie.gov.

The Lovejoy District NRS is a not-for-profit community development corporation (CDC).  Lovejoy District NRS has been the sole housing agency administering the City of Buffalo Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) within the Lovejoy District.  Our agency’s mission is to promote and assist the stabilization and revitalization of the economic, housing, and esthetic conditions, and otherwise promote a higher quality of life and social existence within and affecting the Lovejoy Councilmanic District.

Clean Communities of Western New York

Clean Communities of Western New York is a non-profit, open member stakeholder group that promotes the use of cleaner transportation fuel options.  We apply the United States Department of Energy Clean City program opportunities to any public or private fleet transportation endeavor that would like to modernize their fleet to produce less pollution, increase fuel efficiency or assure their transportation operation will be able to function without regard to fuel shortages and price spikes.

These options may include technologies offering more efficient use of diesel and gasoline fuels or producing cleaner emissions.  Modern options include new fuels not based on petroleum and new engine configurations.  The Clean City program offers yearly Special Energy Program grants that typically cover a percentage of the cost of infrastructure refueling equipment and vehicle or engine acquisition.  The fuel is typically not covered but may be for limited periods in demonstrations when the government is gathering data on an application.  You must be a member of Clean Communities of WNY to be eligible.  Membership is always open. 

Therefore a payback on investment needs to be considered when decisions are being made about what alternatives to the traditional transportation options a public fleet or private corporate fleet should choose.  Paybacks are usually in the 2 to 5 year range on average when maintenance demands and life cycle lengthening is taken in to account.  Private fleets have the added benefit of tax incentives and public fleets usually have access to negotiated pricing off of state purchasing contracts.   We work closely with our State Energy Office and there is usually a yearly Clean City Challenge grant opportunity offered.  


 Clean Communities of Western New York offers access to information and education, contacts with successful application users in WNY and across the country, tools and experts to help you educate yourself and your staff to make a sound decision about your fleets transportation fuel and technology future.  We arrange meetings and bring in experts when you have decided you are ready to move your fleet toward modern efficiency, less pollution and independence from volatile pricing spikes and shortages.   The added bonus is that your decisions will be backed by a decade of success in applications with grant opportunities to ease the transition.  Most importantly - you set the timetable to coordinate with the grant opportunities and to transition to modern transportation options at a pace that makes sense for your bottom line.  Contact Linda Hardie for more information at ccofwny.lmh@verizon.net. 

Sustainable Local Transportation-Metro Rail

by Gladys Gifford, President, Citizens Regional Transit

Metro Rail, the only light rail system in New York State, is the only truly sustainable transportation mode enjoyed by metro Buffalo residents. Metro Rail is sustainable because:

*it is entirely powered by electricity generated by Niagara Falls hydropower;

*it is the safest, quickest, most reliable and most economical mode of travel along the Main Street corridor;

*it is regular and frequent throughout its hours of service and is not disrupted by weather;

*it produces no air pollution;

*it is a reasonable alternative to the private automobile.

 Citizens for Regional Transit seeks to educate the public, public officials, their authorities and agencies in the Buffalo-Niagara region about the benefits of a comprehensive transportation system including an expanded Metro Rail.

Daemen College is recipient of National Wildlife Federation Campus Ecology Award

Daemen College recently received recognition through the National Wildlife Federation’s Campus Ecology program for their container recycling.  As part of this program, college campuses set goals for achieving environmental initiatives.  Daemen College was one of 12 colleges and universities to receive this award.    In 2004, students and faculty established a campus container recycling program.  In its first academic year, over 15,000 containers were kept out of the landfill.   

EarthLinks uses Creative Problem Solving in helping Buffalo’s 

Recycling program

In May of 2005, thirty-three community volunteers discovered the tools of creative problem solving (CPS).  EarthLinks, a Western New York based business that specializes in applying the tools of creative thinking, helped empower those thirty-three individuals to create six teams focused on novel ways to improve the recycling program in the city.  To help focus the effort, the district for Thursday garbage pickup (Parkside and University Heights area) was selected as a test site since a smaller geographical area would yield data that could be extrapolated to the entire city.

Each of the six teams, guided by the expertise of the EarthLinks training team, designed their own innovative plan to stimulate a stalled recycling program.  With less than 7% of the tonnage of garbage going into recycling bins, the city is missing a chance to cash in on big revenues.   Considering that the city earns an additional $64,000 for every 1% increase in the total weight of recyclables collected, success in this area would be a rewarding experience for a city with financial woes.

The teams have each targeted specific areas.  In the political arena, a “recycling matrix” has been designed to determine which blend of incentives will motivate the public to recycle more.  Local politicians will soon offer their input as to which recipe of incentives they think would work best.  Students from Nichols School comprised a team that is addressing the benefits of composting with the hope that the city might implement its own plan.  Additionally, Buffalo hosts many big public events like the Gus Macker basketball tournament and the Elmwood Arts festival.  One team is collecting data on the current level of recycling occurring at these large events and will be offering advice to the event organizers on how to boost the recycling rates.

One of Buffalo’s “diamonds in the rough” is the International Center for Studies in Creativity at Buffalo State College.  Using applied creativity, Cyndi Argona, a lecturer at the Center and her graduate students led the six teams through the creative process that ended with designing a “plan of action”.  These plans are now being carried out with final results due in May 2006.

For more information on EarthLinks or the Buffalo recycling effort, contact Dave Bauer, president of EarthLinks, at dbauer102@yahoo.com or call 716.432.4294.

Renewable Energy Park proposed by WNY Sustainable Energy Association

The Western New York Sustainable Energy Association, under the leadership of Joan K. Bozer, plans to establish a Renewable Energy Playground and Park on a one-acre site near the Erie Basin Marina.  The park would include working examples of sustainable energy technology, including a solar-powered carousel, windmills for lighting and geothermal heating.  Partnering with the University at Buffalo School of Architecture and North Tonawanda’s Herschell Carrousel Company, the group plans to refurbish the historic merry-go-round and convert it to use solar power. The Herschell Carrousel, circa-1904, would be operated in an all-weather enclosure allowing for year-round enjoyment. Fund-raising for this innovative merging of history and technology will be underway soon.

Enjoy the Outdoors-Visit a local Nature Preserve

The Dr. Victor Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve is a unique 292-acre complex of forests, ponds, and wetlands surrounded by suburban development.  The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation invites you to visit this fascinating area located at 77 Honorine Drive in Depew, NY  14043.  For more information phone 716.683.5959 or visit the website at: www.dec.state.ny.us/website/reg9/reinstein.  Check out our winter programs, there is sure to be something for outdoor enthusiasts of all ages!

County Environmental Programs Thrive

The Erie County Department of Environment and Planning’s Division of Environmental Compliance Services continues to run environmental programs to benefit residents, institutions and businesses.  These programs include:

· Energy Services – provides energy conservation education for residents and businesses;

· Household Hazardous Waste Collections (Hotline 858-6800) – provides opportunities for residents to properly dispose of paints, pesticides,etc.;

· Recycling and Solid Waste  - conducts electronics recycling events, Christmas Tree-cycling (January 14, 2006), as well as general education and outreach;

· P2TAP: Pollution Prevention Technical Assistance Program – helps small businesses find ways to reduce pollution and save money;

· Indoor Air Quality  – sells carbon monoxide detectors and radon test kits, as well as provides outreach on these topics;

· Stormwater Pollution Prevention - educates and engages community groups and citizens in efforts to prevent pollution that occurs from runoff during precipitation; 

· Buffalo Natural Habitat Parks - four parks on the Buffalo River and one on the City's waterfront offer local urban communities an opportunity to experience a natural setting.

For more information about any or all of these programs, please call 858-6370.


Take the New York State Light Bulb Challenge

New York has launched the “Change A Light” Challenge.  This is a national initiative to encourage everyone to switch to light fixtures or bulbs that have earned the Energy Star label.  Using more energy efficient bulbs will save energy, money and reduce carbon dioxide emissions.  To join the challenge, register at www.GetEnergySmart.org.  According to NYSERDA (New York State Energy Research and Development Authority), if every New York household made these changes, more than $86 million would be saved in annual energy costs and it would be the equivalent of removing more than 68,000 cars from the road.  Compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs) burn cooler, last up to 10 times longer than incandescent bulbs and use 66% less electricity.  New CFLs fit in regular fixtures and give off the same amount of light as incandescent bulbs.   By replacing the 5 most used light bulbs in your home with CFLs, you will save over $50 per year! Register today or for more information, call toll-free 1-877-NY-SMART.

Upcoming Community Activities:

Tuesday, January 3

“The Niagara River and the Region’s Water Resources”-a lecture by Julie Barrett O’Neill, Executive Director of the Buffalo Niagara Riverkeepers.  Sponsored by the Landmark Society of the Niagara Frontier.   Lecture is from 12:15-1 pm in the Buffalo Architecture Center inside the visitor’s center of the Market Arcade.

Tuesday, January 10

“Buildings and Birds”-a lecture by Gerry Rising, author of “Nature Watch” in the Buffalo News.  Sponsored by the Landmark Society of the Niagara Frontier.   Lecture is from 12:15-1pm in the Buffalo Architecture Center inside the visitors center of the Market Arcade and will discuss the impact of modern buildings on bird mortality.

Saturday, January 14

Electronics/Computer Recycling & Christmas Tree Mulching Day- Buffalo Zoo parking lot, Parkside Ave. & Jewett from 9 am to NOON.  Recycle your computer & electronic items:

            -CPUs

            -CRT's or monitors

            -Keyboards & mice

            -Printers

            -TVs

            -Cell Phones

            -Rechargeable batteries

 

Recycle your Christmas Tree-take home some mulch for your compost or garden.  Or leave your tree and it will be composted! Sponsored by:  City of Buffalo Department of Public Works, Erie County Department of Environment and Planning,  Electronic Recycling Technologies, Inc., The Buffalo Zoo, and Keep WNY Beautiful.  FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Recycling hotline: 858-6996
Friday, January 27

ART UNLEASHED-Benefit for the Erie County SPCA.  Cocktails, hors d’oeuvres and a silent art auction.  Statler Terrace Room-107 Delaware Avenue beginning at 5:30 pm.  Tickets are $40 ($45 at the door).  Call 629-3523 or visit www. SPCAEC.com.

Monday, January 30

Meet the Author: Scott Weidensaul.  Musicalfare Theatre, Daemen College, at 7 pm.  Scott Weidensaul, author of "Return to Wild America: A Yearlong Search for the Continents Natural Soul" will be discussing his work as part of the WBFO Meet the Author Series.  For more information, visit www.wbfo.org.

Wednesday, February 8

"Cold Buildings-A Thing of the Past" –a seminar by Jeff Brennan,  sponsored by the Preservation Coalition of Erie County, as part of their Fall 2005-Winter 2006 Speaker Series.   The talk will address energy efficiency in old buildings. The talk begins at 7 pm at the Old Editions Book Shop and Café.   Cost is $5 for the general public, $2 for members of the Preservation Coalition of Erie County and the Landmark Society of the Niagara Frontier.  Call the Coalition at 849-4222 for more info.  
Tuesday, February 28

Seminar on Ivory-billed Woodpecker Research -Ron Rohrbaugh, Director of Cornell’s Ivory-billed Woodpecker Research Project, will deliver a lecture at the Buffalo Museum of Science at 6:30 pm.  Admission is free.

Saturday, June 3

"National Middle School Science Bowl”- featuring MODEL FUEL CELL CAR COMPETITION in which middle scholl students design, build and race model fuel cell cars.   Location at the Buffalo Museum of Science.  Visit the website of Western New York Sustainable Energy Association for more information, www.wnysustainableenergy.org_
Sunday, June 25

WNY Earth Day Committee’s FAMILY EXPO at the Buffalo Zoo.  A host of environmental groups will have displays and activities for the children.  Bags of goodies will be given to children participating in the “Environmental Scavenger Hunt.”  In addition, there will be a raffle for a mountain bike, live music and lots of earth friendly food!!  This year’s event will be chaired by Daemen College Center for Sustainable Communities and Civic Engagement and assisted by Gary Carrel, Erie Co. Department of Environment and Planning, Linda Hardie, Clean Communities of WNY and Erin Cala at UB Green.  Please join us for this great family event from 10:00am-4:00pm. For more information, call or email Sharon Benz at 839-8524/ sbenz@daemen.edu
Tips for the Environment:

1. Opt out for credit card offers:  Call 888-567-8688.  This will allow you to be removed from the list for 3 major consumer reporting companies.  You can also opt out online at OptOutPreScreen.com, which is the official consumer credit reporting industry opt-out website. 

2. To get your name removed from many national direct mail lists:

Write to Mail Preference Service, Direct Marketing Association, P.O. Box 643, Carmel NY 10512

3. If you travel on the New York State Thruway or the 190 or 290 around Buffalo, get an EZPass for thruway toll use.  This will cut down on your idling  time and gas use.  Register www.e-zpassny.com
4. Do you need to save large files for use on other computers?  Use a USB Flash drive instead of burning CDs or use CD-RW disks so that you can erase and reuse your CDs.  Flash drives plug into the USB port of computers and can be used as an additional drive for your computer.  They are available in different storage sizes, so select one that fits your needs.
5. Set your computer and monitor to sleep mode when not in use.  Computers and monitors use significantly less power and the recovery time from sleep mode is just a matter of seconds.  Remember screen savers do not conserve energy and are not the same thing as sleep mode.  If you need help in configuring your computer for sleep mode or want more information, check out  www.energy-solution.com/off-equip/configuring-monitors.html  
6. Want information on improving energy efficiency in your home?  Want to know   about programs for subsidized loans or matching funds to make home improvements?  Check out www.getenergysmart.com.  This website also has information Energy-Star products, so check it out before you buy your next appliance.
