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DEC Hosts Public Meetings to Share Black Bear Information 

In light of recent black bear activity including three unfortunate vehicle/bear collisions on local thruways and bear sightings in Erie and Niagara County, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) reminds Western New Yorkers to remain vigilant and take precautions to reduce negative encounters with bears.

Between 1800-2500 bears live in the southern bear range, which includes the Catskills and parts of central and western New York. Bear populations, particularly in the southern bear range, have been increasing in number and expanding in distribution over the past decade.

To help further inform and educate the public about black bears, DEC invites the public to attend an upcoming informational meeting. For public convenience, multiple meetings have been scheduled; all meetings will cover identical information. On July 1, a meeting will be held at the North Forest Rod and Gun Club (6257 Old Niagara Rd. (Needam’s Lane) in Lockport from 7-9pm.  On July 2, the location is Julia Boyer Reinstein Public Library, 1030 Losson Rd., Cheektowaga from 6:30-8:30pm. A July 7 meeting is from 7-9pm at the Lancaster Municipal Building, 5423 Broadway, Lancaster.
2009 Fish Stocking Program Taking Orders

Erie County Soil and Water Conservation District is taking orders for fish for pond stocking.  Largemouth bass and fathead minnows are available for farm ponds.  Orders must be placed by July 6 and picked up promptly at 10am on July 25. For cost, stocking information and ordering, visit http://www.ecswcd.org/docs/bassor2009.pdf.  
Niagara County Soil and Water Conservation District is taking orders until August 2 for a number of fish species (http://www.niagaraswcd.com/Summer09_Order_Form.pdf) with pickup on August 20.  They also have a separate triploid grass carp order deadline of September 1.  Permits (free) are required to order the grass carp.

West Seneca Residents Invited to Get your “Buds” in Gear

Residents of West Seneca are invited to enter the 2009 West Seneca in Bloom Contest!  Three categories for judging are: Sunny/Shade Garden,  Container Garden,  Vegetable Garden. Each category will be awarded a 1st, 2nd and 3rd prize.  Registration forms are available at the Burchfield Nature & Art Center, 2001 Union Road, or West Seneca Town Hall or West Seneca Library.  Submissions should be received at or mailed to Burchfield Nature & Art Center office, 2001 Union Road, West Seneca, NY 14224 no later than July 10, 2009. Judging will take place at the garden’s location on July 21, 22, 23, 2009. Winners will be announced Tuesday, August 25, 2009, at the Burchfield Nature and Art Center’s Summer Concert Series.  For details, visit www.thebnac.org.

You Are Invited to Improve Scajaquada Creek

Scajaquada Creek is one of the Buffalo-Niagara region’s most degraded waterways, suffering from pollution, litter, lack of public access, loss of habitat, and more. If you live in the Scajaquada neighborhood or simply care about restoring one of Buffalo Niagara’s natural assets to something resembling its former beauty, come to this meeting. To be discussed:

· What has happened?

· What are the problems?

· What’s important to you?

· What are the plans? What are the solutions?

· What should be done first?

· Who is going to do it? Who is currently involved?

If you have a passion for the Creek, come join us at a public meeting convened by Buffalo Niagara RIVERKEEPER, Buffalo Olmsted Parks Conservancy, Black Rock Riverside Good Neighbors Planning Alliance, and Grant Amherst Business Association, Wednesday, July 15, 2009, at 6:00 p.m., in McKinley High School cafeteria, 1500 Elmwood Avenue, Buffalo. 

 “Rock for the Rocks”-Penn Dixie Fundraiser
Penn Dixie is having a “Rock for the Rocks” fundraiser on Wednesday, July 22, 2009 aboard the Miss Buffalo Boat.  This will be a three-hour event, boarding at 6:30 PM, departure at 7 PM, and returning to the dock by 10 PM. The “Heard of Buffalo” band will be playing classic 60s music.  There will pizza, chips, pretzels, and a cash bar.  The Miss Buffalo will cruise the harbor, Lake Erie, the Niagara River and the Black Rock Canal.  This will sure to be a great opportunity to party with friends, cruise the waterfront from early evening to dark, observe the Wednesday evening sailboat races from the water, view the Buffalo skyline and waterfront areas after dark, and enjoy an excellent four piece band.  This adult event will be a mid-week fund-filled event for all attending.  Have visitors in town or clients that you would like to attend?  This would be a great event for them to view Buffalo’s changing and developing waterfront while listening to a great band and enjoying snacks.  Tickets are $30 each and admission includes the entertainment and food.  The revenues will be used to help support Penn Dixie programs and operations.  Tickets may be purchased at Penn Dixie events, the site, or by sending a check to the HNHS/Penn Dixie, PO Box 772, Hamburg, NY 14075.  Please call (716) 627-4560 with any questions.

GBNRTC Proposes Transportation Improvement Program Changes-Public Comments Accepted

The Greater Buffalo-Niagara Regional Transportation Council (GBNRTC), the Metropolitan Planning Organization for Erie and Niagara Counties, is proposing to amend its current 2008-2012 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) by adding two (2) new federally funded studies, one (1) new bridge project and adjusting the scope of work on two (2) existing projects.  The projects include: Pre-Implementation Study of a GPS-based Pricing System (New study) for $717,000, Retaining Wall Railing Replacement And Corridor Enhancements along Rt 33 (Scope & cost reduction) for $11,560,000, Study to Cover Portion of Rt 33 - Best St to Delavan Ave (New study)at $2,000,000, Hopkins St over B&P RR - Bridge Rehabilitation (New project) for  $775,000 and  Buffalo NY Intermodal Center Parking Facility (Scope change)at $804,650. Public comments will be received through July 13, 2009. Details on these projects are available at 
www.gbnrtc.org/fileadmin/content/pdf/TIP_2008_Ammendments/Public_Notice_2008to2012_TIP_Amendment_11.pdf .   If you have additional questions please email us at staff@gbnrtc.org. 

Gooseneck Hill Waterfowl Sanctuary- "A Bird Lovers Paradise"
Gooseneck Hill Waterfowl Sanctuary is home to over 350 geese, ducks and swans, over 70 baby waterfowl, 25 different species, including endangered, protected and exotic species.  The sanctuary is only open to the general public on Sundays in July and August from 2-5pm, so make plans to visit this summer.  A visit includes guided tours in the beautiful landscaped park, viewing the singing, dancing swans and hand-feeding the geese & Koi Fish and touring the two largest covered aviaries in the US.  Group tours are available by appointment Monday through Saturday.  Admission is Adults $7,  Seniors & Children (under 12) $5.  For info, contact them at 716-942-6835, www.gooseneckhillwaterfowlfarm.com or E-mail: rosebird@frontiernet.net.  The Sanctuary is located at 5067 Lindsley,Townline Road, West Valley, N.Y. 14171.
Garden Walk Buffalo Blooms

Garden Walk Buffalo is one of the largest and most spectacular garden tours in America. Each year, more than 300 private gardens are opened for a FREE public tour that takes place over two days on the last weekend of July. In 2008, an estimated 45,000 “walkers” attended the event. This year’s event will be Saturday and Sunday, July 25 & 26, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.  For info on garden locations, parking and other details, visit http://www.gardenwalkbuffalo.com
Reinstein Woods Summer Ecology School Offers Summer Workshops for Educators

 The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation is offering summer workshops for teachers at Reinstein Woods Environmental Education Center in the Town of Cheektowaga.  Each workshop provides teachers with activities designed to incorporate environmental education into their existing curriculum.

The season kicks off with the three-day “Summer Ecology School,” July 21-23.  Participants will learn how to connect their students to nature through hands-on, minds-on activities related to water, forests and other habitats.  The activities are designed to fit into existing curriculum in science, math, English language arts and other subject areas.  Additionally, teachers will receive training on helping students develop a “sustainable” classroom as well as ideas for how students can “green” their school.  The three-day program provides 15 hours of instruction for which in-service or continuing education credit may be available.  A field trip to Tifft Nature Preserve and extensive information on environmental education resources available to Western New York teachers will be included in the program.  Participants will receive written materials to enable them to transfer their new knowledge directly to the classroom.  There is a materials fee of $30 that includes lunch on the final day of the school.

Reinstein Woods is also offering several free three and six-hour workshops throughout the summer.  Each workshop offers interdisciplinary activities that can be used to enhance teaching in math, English language arts, social studies, art and even physical education.  The programs are designed for K-12 teachers and youth leaders of students.  Participants in each workshop will receive a curriculum and activity guide that includes dozens of lesson plans for both indoor and outdoor activities. The activities are designed to teach students how to think, not what to think, about the environment. Activities are correlated to national and state learning standards.  Workshop attendees take part in sample activities, receive tips on managing a class in the outdoors, and receive additional resource materials related to the workshop’s topic.  To register for a workshop, or for more information, contact Reinstein Woods at (716) 683-5959.   

Buffalo Niagara RIVERKEEPER Announces 2009 Ecotour Schedule

Buffalo Niagara RIVERKEEPER announces their 2009 schedule of ecotours--hikes, bikes, and paddles (canoes and kayaks)--designed to "lead people to the water" and show Western New Yorkers what an extraordinary place we live in because of the Niagara River and Great Lakes. From June through September, trained guides will lead groups to places they've never been before, teaching them things they've never known before, all the while enjoying Buffalo-Niagara's glorious summer weather.  Rental canoes and kayaks are available for boating trips.
In July, our guides narrate a cruise on the Miss Buffalo II, Sunday July 5th. On Saturday the 11th, there's paddle on Scajaquada Creek and, later in the day, a hike alongside the Creek. On Sunday the 19th, ride the Riverwalk from the Erie Basin Marina to Squaw Island and back. The "Power of the River" bike tour is repeated on Saturday the 25th. 

In August, we paddle down the Buffalo River on Saturday the 1st and 22nd, and narrate a cruise on the River aboard the Miss Buffalo on Sunday the 16th. The Niagara Gorge hike is repeated Saturday the 8th and we bike Buffalo's Outer Harbor Sunday the 9th. 

On Friday September 4th, there's a moonlight paddle on Tonawanda Creek and Sunday the 13th, the Riverwalk bike tour is repeated. There are rain-date makeups in September as well. 

Most tours are suitable for ages 12 and up but the July 11th hike, the July 25th & September 13th bikes, the August 1st paddles, and Miss Buffalo tours are family-friendly and suitable for children 5 and up accompanied by an adult. Donations are requested: $10 for hikes and bikes; $15 for paddles. For starting times and maps to starting points, requirements and registration (pre-registration is required), visit our website www.bnriverkeeper.org  or call 716-852-7483.  
Buffalo ReUse Invites East Side Residents to Garden

Buffalo ReUse would like to encourage our neighbors to participate in growing our community gardens!  Not only are the gardens a catalyst for neighborhood revitalization; they encourage and deepen our sense of community. We know gardens are a source of fresh food, but they also reduce family food budgets and preserve green space. 
Last year, the Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo awarded Buffalo ReUse and Grassroots Gardens a collaborative grant to facilitate community gardens throughout the City. During this early part of the growing season, we’ve been building out various spaces and we’ve acquired materials such as topsoil, compost, seedlings, seeds, and tools. Now all we need is YOU! 

Buffalo ReUse would like to invite you to participate in our Patchwork Garden, which is an array of raised beds that are 4'x8', located on Northampton St. This garden relies on the metaphor of a quilt made up of many interlocking patches that have their own color, pattern and “history.” Quilting and gardening are both very social traditions.  Neighbors can grow their own vegetable patch in the community quilt.  Volunteers can reserve a bed and fill it with their choice of vegetables and plants. Folks can tend the garden as their schedule allows or join us on regularly scheduled workdays. 

There is another option for those unsure about starting a garden from scratch.  Residents can also participate in our Southampton/Masten Garden. This lot is managed by ReUse volunteer Dan Ash, who describes it as a “cooperative farm.” Neighbors are encouraged to complete various tasks as needed, and the bounty is shared among those who have worked on the farm. The garden currently grows over twenty different fruits and vegetables.  By harvest time, volunteers will head home with fistfulls of squash or buckets of strawberries!"

Buffalo ReUse is also building a Children’s Vinery called Tanglers, Danglers, and Creatures, where we will develop the talents and skills of our future urban farmers. The garden will be complete with a teepee, arbors, hanging baskets, and a jungle motif. We hope to create a space of childlike wonder and learning for young people in the community.  

Are you sqeamish about your gardening abilities? Buffalo ReUse’s Buffalo Action for Revitalization (BAR) Program offers workshops for the budding green thumb. Our dedicated Greenspace Coordinators facilitate free workshops on all aspects of gardening, from building rain barrels to companion planting, eliminating garden pests, and making strawberry jam. For upcoming workshops, check out the calendar at http://www.flickr.com/photos/buffaloreuse/3652444298/in/set-72157619451126904/ or   contact barprogram@buffaloreuse.org.

High Benzene Levels in the Community Linked to Tonawanda Coke
The DEC has completed their year long air study and presented their results to the community on June 15. The study indicates that most of the benzene in the air in Tonawanda is released from Tonawanda Coke plant.  A previous study funded by the EPA and DEC revealed that benzene levels in the Town of Tonawanda and surrounding areas are up to 75 times higher than the DEC recommended guidelines. Clean Air Coalition of Western New York has been working with other groups and politicians to seek reduction in the benzene released.  For more info and links, visit http://www.cacwny.org/.

Emerald Ash Borer Reported for New York State
An Emerald Ash Borer infestation (EAB) has been reported in Randolph, Cattaraugus County. This is the first time that the beetle has been detected in New York. The EAB is a small but destructive beetle that infests and kills North American ash tree species, including green and white ash and is responsible for the destruction of over 70 million ash trees in the U.S.  The larvae cause the damage by tunneling below the bark and damaging tree water and nutrient transport.  Signs of infestation include visible D-shaped exit holes, canopy dieback, yellowing and browning of the leaves.  


In 2008, New York adopted regulations that ban untreated firewood from entering the state and restricts intrastate movement of untreated firewood to no more than a 50-mile radius from its source. This was done reduce potential spread of the EAB.  The DEC is also surveying trees and has placed purple traps in ash trees around our region.
Photographs depicting the infestation have been posted to ftp://ftp.dec.state.ny.us/dpae/press/EAB and approximately 30 trees are infested or highly suspected of being infested to date. If you suspect your ash tree could be infested by EAB, check out www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/plant_pest_info/emerald_ash_b/index.shtml and http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7253.html  for more information. If damage is consistent with the known symptoms of EAB infestation, report suspected damage to the state by calling 1-866-640-0652 for appropriate action as time and resources allow.
Nature Ed-Venture Weekends at Camp Allegany

Nature Ed-Ventures has fun and educational weekends planned for families and women’s getaways.  Their “Awesome August Family Camp” is August 29-30, “Women's Outdoor Weekend” is September 11-13 and “Halloween Harvest Family Weekend” is October 17-18 or October 24-25. All weekend events are at Camp Allegany, Allegany State Park. Fees for the family weekends are as follows: $80 for ages 5+, $40 for 2-4 year olds and under 2 free.  Fee includes comfortable indoor accommodations with showers, three home-cooked meals, and all program materials and activities.

For more info or to register, visit http://www.natureed-ventures.com/community.php.

Marsh Monitoring Volunteers Needed

Bird Studies Canada, with support from the Niagara County Soil and Water Conservation District, is seeking volunteers to help assess wetland health and monitor the marshes of Eighteenmile Creek and Niagara River. We are seeking wetland enthusiasts (prior experience not necessary) who are interested in learning how to identify amphibians and/or birds that live in the wetland habitats of the Eighteenmile Creek and Niagara River watersheds and who are willing to spend about 10 hours per year monitoring a wetland area. Learn the techniques employed in this internationally recognized volunteer monitoring program from the folks who coordinate it and help advance the study and protection of the marshes in YOUR

area! For more information, call (716) 434-4949 or go to www.niagaraswcd.com.
Great Lakes Green Chemistry Network Phone Seminars

A series of Green Chemistry Seminars will be offered this summer.  The remaining free phone-in seminars will take place on July 22 and August 12 at 3pm EST.  Topics are detailed by date in the Upcoming Events below (along with call-in information), but will cover the Great Lakes Green Chemistry Network, Metrics and Standards in Green Chemistry and the Investor Environmental Health Network  and Green Chemistry.  For more info, contact Lin Kaatz Chary at Great Lakes Green Chemistry Network, 219- 938-0209, or http://groups.google.com/group/greatlakesgreenchem.

Ecological Boat Cruises of Niagara River

Grand Lady Cruises of Grand Island is offering ecological tours of the upper Niagara River this spring and summer.  The two hour narrated cruises will include the geographical history, native and invasive species, human impact to the river and much more.  Cruises can be scheduled for groups.  For available dates and information, visit www.grandlady.com or call 888-824-5239.   

Environmental Education Associates Offers Discounted or Free Training
Environmental Education Associates offers training to educate workers on industry standards and certification in areas of asbestos removal, safety, lead, hazardous materials, mold and weatherization.  They are currently offering discounts of 30% for some of their courses with an additional 10% discount with online registration.  Visit www.environmentaleducation.com for course details and registration.  Environmental Education Associates Inc. has partnered with several community organizations as well as health and housing agencies to provide free lead safe work practices training in Buffalo through the NYC Department of Housing Preservation & Development. Special thanks to the Community Foundation of Greater Buffalo, the Erie County Health Department, and the City of Rochester for making this possible. Lead Safe Work Practices training is also supported by a grant to EEA through the HUD Office of Healthy Homes & Lead Hazard Control and a variety of public and private partners. To register, visit http://environmentaleducation.com/CourseSelect.php and choose the Lead Remodelers & Renovators or Lead Safe Work Practices course. A ten dollar ($10.00) registration deposit is required to reserve your seat in the class.  If you cannot make this deposit, or would like to register by phone, contact (888) 436 8338 ext 1. 

Penn Dixie Open for Digging

From June 15 to September 6, Penn Dixie will be open from 9 AM to 4 PM Monday-Saturday and Sundays 11 AM to 4PM. The Hamburg Natural History Society hopes the increased hours will provide additional opportunities for visitors and members. There will be staff and volunteers on-site to introduce visitors to the fossils and collecting areas.
Environmental Summit-Save the Date and Reserve your Free Display Table
Daemen College will be hosting the 5th Annual Environmental Summit on Saturday, September 26 from 9am-12:15pm.  To reserve a display table for your group, contact byoung@daemen.edu.  The event will have expanded time for individuals to view tables and discuss volunteer opportunities with groups.  Workshops will be available on how to improve home energy efficiency, conserve water and “green” your landscaping practices.  Optional tours of environmentally-friendly buildings and displays will be available from 12-1pm.

Citizen Scientists Needed for Pollination Studies

Several projects are seeking observant volunteers to collect data on pollinators.  Bees, butterflies and other pollinators play an important ecological role in helping to produce much of our food and ensuring survival of plant species.  Many pollinators have been declining in agricultural areas, so we need to monitor their populations as well as observe these organisms in urban and suburban settings.  The Great Sunflower Project invites participants to observe bees and submit data on their activities.  Registrants will receive free seeds for 2010 to play an even bigger role in the project.  Visit the project at http://www.greatsunflower.org.

There is currently no database for bumble bee nest site preferences in North America, and this information would be valuable for conservation efforts.  Athena Anderson, a doctoral student at the University of Georgia is studying bumble bees and she has designed a simple survey for you to complete should you find a bumble bee nest.   Download survey at  http://www.for-wild.org/download/BumbleBeeNestSurvey.doc.
To help boost pollinator numbers, try to include plant species in your garden that will help attract these useful insects and hummingbirds. For a regional guide to planting for pollinators, visit http://www.pollinator.org/pdfs/EBFContinentalrx11.pdf.
Sing Away the Invasives-Free Tunes 
Invasive species are causing some of the major environmental problems that we face today.  While we can’t truly sing this problem away, you can help educate others by playing the right tunes.  Check out music with a message-three songs about invasives at http://www.uwex.edu/erc/music/songs.html.
Incentives Available for Energy Efficiency and Renewables

If you have been planning those energy-efficiency upgrades for your home, this is the year to take action.  There are more tax credits available this year than in previous years for your purchases.   A listing of available credits and details on the program is available at http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=products.pr_tax_credits.   
Watery Wednesdays!

Buffalo Urban Outdoor Education (BUOE) offers family sailing programs for families or small groups each Wednesday from July 1 - August 26. Join us on our schooner “Spirit of Buffalo” (www.spiritofbuffalo.com/adventures/).  Sails are from 10-11:30AM and noon-1:30 PM. Adults $23/Kids $19.  Discounts for organized groups of 5+ and families of 4!  Call 796-8393 or kate@buoe.org for tickets!  For more info, visit www.buoe.org.

Urbans Roots offers Block Clubs & Neighborhood Associations Discounts
Urban Roots Community Garden Center, the nation's first gardening co-operative, offers block clubs, neighborhood associations and other recipients of Garden Walk, City of Buffalo, or other beautification grants, discounts for goods pre-ordered or bulk orders. For info, visit http://www.urbanroots.org/products/bulk-orders-for-block-clubs.

Courses Available for Solar Installation

A range of courses in photovoltaic installation, solar hot water heating and solar power permitting will be offered across New York state in the upcoming months. Courses fill quickly, so register early.  For info and registration, visit http://www.etmsolar.com/courses.htm and http://www.esf.edu/outreach/pd/spare/.   

Regional Educational Program Listing for Kids

Looking for educational programs for your kids, grandkids or students, the Buffalo Alliance for Education has resources and a searchable database available at http://www.buffaloalliance.org/publications/erg/index.php.   
Summer BirdSleuth Connects Kids and Birds
Cornell Lab of Ornithology has a program to teach youth to identify bird species and connect with nature.  “BirdSleuth” Most Wanted Birds” is designed for 4th-8th graders and is available in modules to fit with variable schedules.   This curriculum joins the other “citizen science” programs developed by Cornell’s Lab of Ornithology. For more information, visit  http://www.birds.cornell.edu/birdsleuth/.

Buffalo News Teacher Workshops on Energy

The Buffalo News in Education Summer Workshop Series will have two sessions focused on helping teachers learn how to engage students around the topics of energy.  On August 12, the interactive workshop  “NYSERDA-The 4 E’s of Energy” will promote an understanding of energy’s relationship with the environment, our economy, efficiency AND education for 4-6 graders.  “NYSERDA-Energy Trilogy” designed for grades 7-12 will be presented on August 13.  Both workshops will meet from 8am-2:30pm and registration is required.  Call 849-6143 or email nie@buffnews.com.  Teachers will receive training hours.

Science Museum Announces “Body Worlds” Exhibit
The Buffalo Museum of Science will host Gunther von Hagen’s “Body Worlds & The Story of the Heart” beginning on July 9 for several months.  More than 26 million visitors around the world have experienced the Body Worlds exhibitions.   This exhibit features more than 200 authentic human specimen that have been preserved through the process of Plastination.   To learn more about Body Worlds, visit www.bodyworlds.com.  Timed tickets are required for the event and available through www.sciencebuff.org.

Carvings for a Cause Video Earns Award


A video of “Carvings for a Cause” produced by the Canisius College Video Institute recently won a 2009 Communicator Award.  This piece was produced by Jesse Koch (DMA ’08), Lauren Mariacher (COM ’08), and Shannon McCabe (COM ’09), under the direction of Barbara Irwin, PhD, director of the Video Institute and professor and chair of Communication Studies, for Carvings for a Cause (http://www.carvingsforacause.com/)  that is working to turn trees damaged in the October 2006 storm into works of art, ultimately aiming to increase cultural tourism and re-tree Western New York.  The Communicator Awards is the largest and most competitive awards program honoring the creative excellence for communications professionals in the US and around the world. These awards are judged and overseen by the International Academy of the Visual Arts, an organization of leading professionals from various disciplines of the visual arts dedicated to embracing progress and the evolving nature of traditional and interactive media.  The project was funded in part by the John R. Oishei Foundation. View the video online at http://www.carvingsforacause.com/.
10th Annual Conference on Case Study Teaching in Science

The National Center for Case Study Teaching in Science at State University of New York at Buffalo announces its annual conference to be held on September 25 and 26 at the Ramada Inn & Conference Center in Amherst.  The aim of our annual fall conference is to bring together people who are interested in teaching science using case studies. Our conference features a plenary talk, Moving Beyond Assessment to Research, by Diane Ebert-May, Professor of Plant Biology, Michigan State University, a poster session, and a number of mini-workshops organized in three tracks - one for the beginner, one for the more experienced case teacher, and new this year a high school teacher track as well as a track for people interested in learning how to use clickers with cases in their classrooms. It is your choice which sessions you attend (mix and match). Early bird registration (before or on September 1, 2009) is $450. Details on the sessions can be found at http://ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/projects/cases/conference/conference.html.  Poster proposals can be submitted until Sept. 4.

New York State Parks Implementing Sustainability Initiative

New York State Office of Parks Recreation and Historic Preservation has developed a Sustainability Plan which strives to protect the environment, reduce energy consumption, and save money. Among the initiative's highlights are plans to reduce the amount of mowed parkland - resulting in reduced greenhouse gas emissions and annual savings on the purchase of gasoline and diesel fuel and reducing the use of pesticides where children are most often present, including beaches, playgrounds and picnic areas. To view the plan, visit http://nysparks.state.ny.us/news/publicdocuments/archive/OPRHPSustainabilityPlan.pdf.
Bird Watching Guides Available

Bird watching is a popular and rewarding year-round pastime. For many, it becomes a passion. To help you get more enjoyment from the time you spend with the birds, Cornell Institute of Ornithology invites you to download these free information-packed brochures: Providing Water for Birds (http://www.birds.cornell.edu/netcommunity/bbimages/gbbc-email/ProvidingWater.pdf),  Making Your Windows Safe for Birds (http://www.birds.cornell.edu/netcommunity/bbimages/gbbc-email/SafeWindows.pdf),  What Can You Do About Squirrels? (http://www.birds.cornell.edu/netcommunity/bbimages/gbbc-email/squirrels.pdf).

Grants Promote New Approaches to Energy Use and Urban Development

The Blue Moon Fund seeks to improve the human condition by changing the relationship between human consumption and the natural world. Support is provided to nonprofit organizations in the United States, Latin America, and Asia that have developed innovative approaches to improving human quality of life in harmony with the natural world. Support is provided in the following three initiative areas: Rethinking Consumption and Energy is aimed at developing environmentally-friendly, efficient, and economically competitive transportation and energy choices worldwide. Balancing Human and Natural Ecosystems promotes new economic and cultural approaches to reducing resource pressure and preserving biodiversity. Reenergizing Urban Communities is based on the belief that underpinning vibrant cities is their capacity to self-organize in ways that maximize the economic, cultural, environmental, and spiritual benefits of urban life. Letters of inquiry may be submitted throughout the year; proposals are reviewed by invitation only. Visit the http://www.bluemoonfund.org/ to take the required online eligibility test.  Rolling deadlines for grants.

Environmental Support Grants Available

The Environmental Support Center is accepting applications for training and technical-assistance funds to strengthen nonprofit environmental organizations in areas including fund raising, organizational development, and planning. Regional, statewide, or local nonprofit organizations serving low-income or minority constituencies that have environmental issues as a significant part of the organization's agenda may apply. For more information, visit http://www.envsc.org.

Google Grants Help Groups Get Noticed on the Web  

Nonprofit groups are encouraged to promote their missions by applying for the Google Grants program, administered by Google. Visit http://www.google.com/grants  for application procedures and additional information.

Global Youth Service Day Grant Opportunities

Agencies are needed to serve as Lead Agencies for Global Youth Service Day 2010! Lead Agencies are organizations across the 50 U.S. states, the District of Columbia, and the Canadian provinces of Alberta, Ontario, or New Brunswick that increase the scope, visibility, and sustainability of Global Youth Service Day by leading city, regional, or statewide service projects. Past Lead Agencies have been successful in garnering national media attention, developing new partnerships, and engaging elected and public officials in their service and service-learning projects. Lead Agencies receive a $2,000 GYSD planning grant sponsored by State Farm Companies Foundation, travel support to attend the Youth Service Institute in Washington, DC, and direct assistance from Youth Service America to ensure a successful Global Youth Service Day.  The application deadline is July 17, 2009. To access the application, visit: http://www.gysd.org/partners/leadagencies.
Grants for Electronics Recycling Events

The Best Buy Recycling Grant Program provides support to help increase the consumer electronics recycling opportunities available in communities across the country. Grants, ranging from $500 to $1,500, can be taken in cash, Best Buy Gift Cards, or a combination of both. These grants are designed to defray costs for events already planned and allow groups to do more with their budgets. All organizations and groups are eligible to apply, including nonprofit organizations, cities, counties, and public-private partnerships, with priority given to nonprofit organizations. Applications may be submitted at any time. For more information, please visit http://www.bbycommunications.com/crnew/recycling.asp
Landowner Incentive Programs for Grasslands

A Landowner Incentive Program, sponsored by the DEC, provides funds and technical assistance to landowners who will change their mowing and land practices to improve grassland habitat.  Grasslands are home to a significant community of bird species; however, changing land-use patterns have caused extensive loss and fragmentation of these important habitats.   According to the 2nd New York State Breeding Bird Atlas (BBS) survey data, many grassland species have declined since 1966.  The target grassland bird species are: Northern Harrier, Upland Sandpiper, Short-eared Owl, Horned Lark, Sedge Wren, Vesper Sparrow, Grasshopper Sparrow, Henslow's Sparrow, Bobolink, Eastern Meadowlark, and Savannah Sparrows. Grant applications are due by August 1.  Details are available at http://www.dec.ny.gov/pubs/32891.html.

Amherst Middle School Students Participate in “Energy Detectives”
Amherst Middle School’s sixth-grade class studied the importance of efficiency and renewable resources in conjunction with National Fuel’s Energy Detectives Program. For their hard work the 200 students received a special visit from National Fuel, the Buffalo Sabres and Sabretooth as part of a school assembly. The students also shared their knowledge with the class, presenting posters demonstrating easy ways to go green at home – such as collecting water with a bucket while waiting for the shower to heat up, to use on household plants.  Each student also  received a National Fuel energy kit – complete with foam insulation, window kits and aerators for faucets – as well as Green Team stickers from the Sabres.  For more info, visit     http://sabres.nhl.com/team/app/?service=page&page=NewsPage&articleid=425646.

Summer Day Camps

Many local organizations have summer day camps planned for 2009.  Check the websites for the following organizations for details on dates, ages and costs:  Genesse Country Village & Museum, Buffalo Museum of Science/Tifft Nature Preserve, Buffalo Zoo, Buffalo Audubon Society/Beaver Meadow Nature Center, Penn Dixie, Buffalo & Erie County Botanical Gardens, Jamestown Audubon Society.

Buffalo Audubon camps are for children who have completed kindergarten through to high school.  The camps run from Monday through Friday from 9am until 3pm for the younger groups and from 9am until 4pm for the older children and typically take place exclusively at Beaver Meadow Audubon Center.  Our oldest group travels to exciting places around Western New York and includes an overnight adventure.  Costs range from $110-150.  For dates and registration info, visit http://bascamps.wordpress.com/.
Penn Dixie’s Triple Trek Summer Day Camps are scheduled for July 6-10, July 20-24, Aug. 3-7, and August 17-21.  The five-day camp, 9 AM to 3 PM, for 8-12 year olds, will be held 2 days at Penn Dixie, 1 day at Woodlawn Beach State Park and 2 days at Tifft Nature Preserve.  The rates are $180 per camper.  The Penn Dixie 2009 Science Adventure Day Camp for 8-12 year olds will be 9AM to 3 PM for three weeks: July 13-17, July 27-31, and August 10-14.  The campers will explore geology-fossils, astronomy, weather, ecology, and rocketry at the Penn Dixie Site.  The rates are $180 per camper for non-members, and $155 for members.  The registration brochures are available on the Penn Dixie website at www.penndixie.org or by leaving your name and mailing address at (716) 627-4560 or email jbpendix@gmail.com.   Pre-registration is requested.  
Tifft Nature Preserve camps include Alien Invaders Discovery Camp for ages 7-12 from July 13-17 and Marsh Mayhem for ages 7-12 from August 10-14. Both camps meet 9:00 AM – 4:30 PM daily  and cost is $190 each for non-members. Pre-registration required. Please call 896-5200, ext. 338. 
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 Buffalo Audubon Society-Full-time Americorps Naturalist Wanted
A full-time position is available for a dedicated Naturalist to join Buffalo Audubon Society for a fulfilling position in the environmental education field.  The ideal candidate for the position of Naturalist will be a self-motivated, organized, flexible, high-energy person with excellent interpersonal skills for interacting with the public, volunteers, and Audubon staff. Experience and demonstrated achievement in program development, event planning, community leadership and volunteer organization are a plus. Applications accepted July 1 until job is filled.  For complete job description and requirements, visit http://www.buffaloaudubon.com/. Apply by Email to Kate Sarata, Western New York Americorps: katesarata@wnyamericorps.org. 

 Watershed Education Coordinators
Two part-time positions for Watershed Education Coordinators are available as part of a joint project between Buffalo Audubon Society and Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper.  Coordinators would design and implement watershed education and environmental service projects for children of different age groups.  For complete job description and requirements, visit http://www.buffaloaudubon.com/. Apply by Email to Kate Sarata, Western New York Americorps: katesarata@wnyamericorps.org. 

Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper Positions Open
Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper has several paid positions available.  Jobs include Watershed Planner, Water Testing & Angler Outreach Coordinator, (through Americorps) and Citizen Action Coordinator. For detailed descriptions, visit www.bnriverkeeper.org.
Director of Development Wanted

Roger Tory Peterson Institute of Natural History (RTPI) seeks a Director of Development.  The Director is responsible for securing significant financial resources to support operations, collections, and nature education goals in North America.  For a complete position description, visit www.rtpi.org. Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.

Ongoing Volunteer Opportunities Available

A number of volunteer opportunities are available at organizations in Western New York.  Opportunities exist for a one-time commitment for several hours to a regularly scheduled donation of your time.  For a listing of some Buffalo positions, visit http://www.handsongreaterbuffalo.org/.  

Beaver Meadow Audubon Center needs help with tour leading, office work, programming, grounds keeping and general maintenance. Tour leaders are desperately needed for the school year tours. Tour leader training classes are scheduled throughout the summer.   Every Wednesday 10am-2pm is Volunteer Day at Beaver Meadow. For all Audubon volunteers - even first timers! No need to register, but bring a lunch.

Buffalo Carshare- This new non-profit has brought car-sharing to Buffalo.  Volunteers are needed for office help and promotion.  Contact them at http://www.buffalocarshare.org/volunteer.html.
Buffalo ReUse can use volunteers for many things including fundraising, graphic design, building salvage and material pickups. Join them for their fun Saturdays.  To help, contact them at volunteer@buffaloreuse.org.

Botanical Gardens-Docents needed.  To be a tour guide you must enjoy plants and be able to communicate with small groups. Training is provided with the next round from Sept. 8-12 from 9am-noon. Tours and hands-on lessons are scheduled in advance, so you may sign up for those that fit your schedule.  Other opportunities to help out at the gardens are available too.  For info, contact Nancy Kalieta at 827-1584 ext. 207 or nkalieta@buffalogardens.com.

Buffalo Museum of Science has volunteer and internship opportunities available for teens, college students and adults.  For information, contact Monika McFoy, Director of Community Programs, at 896-5200, ext. 343.  

Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper- http://www.bnriverkeeper.org/programs/riverwatch/index.htm for volunteer opportunities.

Habitat for Humanity needs volunteers to help impact lives of families in the city of Buffalo by building simple, decent homes.  Call 204-0740 or volunteer@habitatbuffalo.org.

Hawk Creek Wildlife Center is seeking volunteers for who would like to work with wildlife. 16 years or older. Call 716-652-8646. Email info@hawkcreek.org.

Heartwood Wilderness Skills School-Located in Wales, NY (3 miles from East Aurora) is looking for volunteers with outdoor/teaching experience. If you are articulate, professional, physically fit, and have respect for Nature, call 716-655-7622. As a volunteer, you may be asked to help prepare for workshops, harvest materials, and assist with classes/hikes."

HOME, Inc. (Housing Opportunities Made Equal) seeks volunteers to work on various committees to further fair housing.  If you would like to get involved with the work of HOME consider sitting on any one of the following committees: Development, Finance, Membership, Nominating, Program Operations & Planning, Annual Meeting or the JoAnne Champion Granger Scholarship committee.  For information/application, email muj265@homeny.org or visit their website at www.homeny.org.

Iroquois Observations offers free nature programs presented in partnership with the Buffalo Audubon Society each spring and fall. Programs include: birding field trips, scope watches, owl prowls, canoe trips, hands on activities, and guest speakers. If you are friendly and love the outdoors those are all the qualifications you need to volunteer. Please contact Garner Light at 772-5110 or glight@rochester.rr.com  for more information.
Olmsted Parks-Volunteers are needed for tree plantings (5/2 and 5/9), special park events, office work and mailings. 
Please contact Sal at (716) 838-1249 x. 33 for more information on becoming an Olmsted parks volunteer.
Preservation Buffalo Niagara-Interns and volunteers are welcome.  For info, visit http://www.landmark-niagara.org/.

Science Firsthand needs adult mentors to work with children in learning about science.  All materials are provided for fun experimentation.  Mentors and students meet one hour per week after school at a community center.  For information, call 858-7548.

Tifft Nature Preserve also needs volunteers for their programs, communications, fund-raising and other events.  Call 662-1342 or email tifftfriends@yahoo.com.  

Upcoming Community Activities: 

Wednesday, July 1

Stroller Strut-Bring your stroller or wagon to Reinstein Woods at 10am and share a sensory exploration of nature with your young child. For children ages 3 and under and their caregivers. To register call 716-683-5959. Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 93 Honorine Drive, Depew.
Black Bear Informational Meeting-The DEC invites the public to attend a meeting to learn about ways to minimize negative encounters with bears.  This meeting will be held at the North Forest Rod and Gun Club (6257 Old Niagara Rd. (Needam’s Lane) in Lockport from 7-9pm.  

Greater Buffalo Niagara Regional Transportation Council Meeting-Public Meeting at 9:30am at the Niagara County Public Safety Building, 5574 Niagara St. Extension, Lockport. Join us to learn how GBNRTC operates and to see how “hot” transportation topics in the region are being addressed.  Meeting locations rotate.  For info and meeting location, call 856-2026.

Thursday, July 2

Black Bear Informational Meeting-The DEC invites the public to attend a meeting to learn about ways to minimize negative encounters with bears.  This meeting will be held at the Julia Boyer Reinstein Public Library, 1030 Losson Rd., Cheektowaga from 6:30-8:30pm. 
BAR Workshop “Building Arbors”-Buffalo ReUse’s Buffalo Action for Revitalization (BAR) Program offers free workshops for the budding green thumb at 6pm at 320 Northampton.  For details, visit http://www.flickr.com/photos/buffaloreuse/3652444298/in/set-72157619451126904/.

Saturday, July 4

Walk at Knox Farm State Park- Family walk beginning at 9am. Visit  http://freecal.brownbearsw.com/bmac for the topic of the day.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org for more info.
Observatory Public Viewing Night-Look at the stars through your own telescope or the BAA's beginning at Dusk.  Come to Beaver Meadow Audubon Center. Visit www.buffaloastronomy.com for info.
BAR Workshop “Cherry Jubilee”-Buffalo ReUse’s Buffalo Action for Revitalization (BAR) Program offers free workshops for the budding green thumb at 12pm at 320 Northampton.  For details, visit http://www.flickr.com/photos/buffaloreuse/3652444298/in/set-72157619451126904/.

Sunday, July 5

Family Walk at Beaver Meadow- Join us for a free walk beginning at 2pm through the woods as our naturalists help you seek out the natural wonders that abound at Beaver Meadow.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.

Tails and Trails-Free nature walk at 2pm at Tifft Nature Preserve.  No pre-registration required.

Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper Ecotour- Join Riverkeeper for one of their Ecotours (bike, hike or boating depending on date). For starting times and maps to starting points, requirements and registration (pre-registration is required), visit our website www.bnriverkeeper.org  or call 716-852-7483.  

Tuesday, July 7

Nature’s Circle -Read a story and have some fun during outdoor circle time at Tifft Nature Preserve. Silly songs, games and lots of fun help little ones engage in a natural setting. Let’s learn to enjoy nature together!  Designed for ages 2-3 from 10:30-11:15 AM with a cost of $4 per child & adult ($3 members). Pre-registration required. Call Robin at 716.896.5200 ext. 338.  
Full Buck Moon Walk-Bring binoculars to view the moon and look for white-tailed deer bucks as they grow new antlers for the season. To register  for this 8pm program call 716-683-5959. Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 93 Honorine Drive, Depew.

Black Bear Informational Meeting-The DEC invites the public to attend a meeting to learn about ways to minimize negative encounters with bears.  This meeting will be held at the Lancaster Municipal Building, 5423 Broadway, Lancaster.
BB Workshop “Sealing your Home: Caulking”-Buffalo ReUse’s Buffalo Action for Revitalization (BAR) Program offers free workshops for the improving your home at 6pm at 153 Eaton.  For details, visit http://www.flickr.com/photos/buffaloreuse/3652444298/in/set-72157619451126904/.

Wednesday, July 8

The Bible and the Environment-A lecture presented by Dr. Jonathan Lawrence from Canisius College at Christ the King Seminary in East Aurora.  Begins with dinner at Seminary at 5:45pm and lecture begins at 6:45pm.  Dinner and lecture is $27.19 and Lecture only is $15.  Register by phone the seminary 655-7081 by June 26.  Info at http://www.cks.edu/clientuploads/AcademicPDFs/SummerProgBroch09.pdf.

Moss Lake-Learn how this 15-acre glacial lake was formed and why it’s so special from 10am-11:30am. You will also learn how a number of unique plants and animals have adapted to living in this rare environment, including meat eating plants. This 1.5 mile hike is suitable for all ages. Reservations required by July 3, 2009. Contact Gregg Sargis at (585) 546-8030 x34 or gsargis@tnc.org.
Canoe & Kayak Safety Rescue Class-Paths, Peaks and Paddles offers this one evening class is open to all Graduates who have previously taken our Kayak & Canoe Safety Rescue Class. Our one evening class will allow you to practice your rescue techniques out in open water. Guides and Instructors will work with you at Gallagher Beach with your rescues. We will practice rescues with a partner and solo. This class will run from 6:00 PM until 9:00 PM. If you have your own boat and rescue equipment the charge is $10.00. If you need to rent a boat and/or safety equipment the charge is $25.00. Reservations are a must for everyone. If you would like to sign up for this class or if you have any questions regarding the class please contact us at 213-0350.

Thursday, July 9

Nature Hour at the Julia Boyer Reinstein Library-Join a Reinstein Woods Environmental Educator from 2-3pm for a hands-on, fun-filled hour exploring a different nature topic each week. For kids age 6 to 12. To register call the Julia Boyer Reinstein Library, 1030 Losson Road, Cheektowaga at 716-668-4991.

Stories in the Woods-Listen to a nature story at 10:30am, followed by a short walk in the woods. For children ages 4 to 5 and their caregivers. To register call 716-683-5959. Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 93 Honorine Drive, Depew.
Friday, July 10

Nature Stories by the Campfire- Listen to tales of nature including some Native American stories, while you roast marshmallows by the campfire at Beaver Meadow Audubon Center from 8-9:30pm. (Paul Fehringer, BMAC, $5/$3members). Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.
Saturday, July 11

Forests, Ravines and the Eternal Flame-Join Earth Spirit from 1-3:30pm at  Shale Creek to enjoy a challenging ecology hike through hardwood forests, Hemlock groves and creek-filled ravines on the way to the famous “eternal flame.”  Fees: Members $3.00 / Non-Members $5.00.  Contact Earth Spirit at 716-941-6267 or earthspiritoffice@roadrunner.com.  For info, visit http://www.earthspiritedu.org.

Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper Ecotour- Join Riverkeeper for one of their Ecotours (bike, hike or boating depending on date). For starting times and maps to starting points, requirements and registration (pre-registration is required), visit our website www.bnriverkeeper.org  or call 716-852-7483.  

Where Are All the Animals? -The most common question we hear is “Where are all the animals?” Just because we can’t see them doesn’t mean they aren’t there! Take a guided walk around Tifft and learn how to tell the animals are around even if you don’t see them.  Tifft Nature Preserve Program from 1:30-3:30pm ($5 nonmembers-10% off members).  Preregister at http://www.sciencebuff.org.

Urban Roots Workshop “Ferns, Ferns Everywhere”- with Colleen O’Neill at 10am at 428 Rhode Island.  Are you looking for an accent plant for the shade? Need a groundcover for a dry area? Or just need to add some pizzazz to your pots? Join Colleen, local plant propagator, in a discussion about ferns, “the Queen of Green.” Learn about hardy, perennial ferns for shade, sun, moist or dry gardens. Get some fresh ideas about combining ferns in pots or discover a few native ferns to spice up your shade.  To sign up for workshops call 362-8982 or email workshops@urbanroots.org.
Summer Wildflowers-Search for the wildflowers of the summer season and learn their uses and folklore. To register for this 10:30am program call 716-683-5959. Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 93 Honorine Drive, Depew.
Annual Buffalo Audubon Allenburg Bog Walk- A casual hike through the preserve in search of summertime flora and other interesting facets of this unique environment led by Bob Johnson & Brenda Young.  Cost is $5/$3. Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org for meeting location and time.
Summer Pond Care-Menne Nursery Class held at 3100 Niagara Falls Blvd, Amherst at 10am. Reservations required for all classes, call 693-4444 to reserve.  Reservations made 24 hours in advance will be given preferred seating.  Class schedule is subject to change, stop in often and pick up our latest detailed list or check on line at www.mennenursery.com.  

BAR Workshop “Eliminating Pests”-Buffalo ReUse’s Buffalo Action for Revitalization (BAR) Program offers free workshops for the budding green thumb at 1pm at 320 Northampton.  For details, visit http://www.flickr.com/photos/buffaloreuse/3652444298/in/set-72157619451126904/.

BB Workshop “Wiring Fixes”-Buffalo ReUse’s Buffalo Action for Revitalization (BAR) Program offers free workshops for home repair at 3pm at 153 Eaton.  For details, visit http://www.flickr.com/photos/buffaloreuse/3652444298/in/set-72157619451126904/.

Sunday, July 12 

Family Walk at Beaver Meadow- Join us for a free walk beginning at 2pm through the woods as our naturalists help you seek out the natural wonders that abound at Beaver Meadow.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.

Tails and Trails-Free nature walk at 2pm at Tifft Nature Preserve.  No pre-registration required.

Clarence Center Garden Walk-From 11am-4pm.  Maps available at corner of Goodrich Rd. and Clarence Center Rd.

BAR Workshop “Improving your Soil”-Buffalo ReUse’s Buffalo Action for Revitalization (BAR) Program offers free workshops for the budding green thumb at 1pm at 320 Northampton.  For details, visit http://www.flickr.com/photos/buffaloreuse/3652444298/in/set-72157619451126904/.

Tuesday, July 14

Pint-Sized Naturalist-It’s discovery time at Tifft Nature Preserve! Crafts, games, hiking and a snack will all be part of the fun as we explore the wonders of nature.  Designed for ages 4-5 on the 4th Tuesday of the month from 10-11:30 AM.  Cost is $5 per adult & child ($4 Buffalo Museum of Science Members).  Pre-registration required. Call Robin at 716.896.5200 ext. 338.  

BB Workshop “Using a Planer: Doors and Windows”-Buffalo ReUse offers free workshops for home energy efficiency at 6pm at 158 Eaton.  For details, visit http://www.flickr.com/photos/buffaloreuse/3652444298/in/set-72157619451126904/.

Wednesday, July 15

Pond Life-Dive into the world of aquatic organisms and see what is living in our ponds!   For children ages 6 to 12.  To register for this 10am program, call 716-683-5959. Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 93 Honorine Drive, Depew.
Babes In The Woods- This nature discovery program at Beaver Meadow Audubon Center from 10-11:30am is for 3-5 year olds and their parents. Registration is required. Topic changes each month.  $5 child & adult/ $3 each additional child.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.
Citizens for Regional Transit Monthly Meeting-Join us at Market Arcade (Landmark Society), 12:00 noon-1:00 PM at 617 Main Street, Buffalo.    Free and open to the public.

Scajaquada Creek Public Meeting-Join us for a meeting to discuss restoring this degraded waterway.  Meeting is convened by Buffalo Niagara RIVERKEEPER, Buffalo Olmsted Parks Conservancy, Black Rock Riverside Good Neighbors Planning Alliance, and Grant Amherst Business Association, at 6:00 p.m., in McKinley High School cafeteria, 1500 Elmwood Avenue, Buffalo. (For a map, click here.)
Thursday, July 16

Nature Hour at the Julia Boyer Reinstein Library-Join a Reinstein Woods Environmental Educator from 2-3pm for a hands-on, fun-filled hour exploring a different nature topic each week. For kids age 6 to 12. To register call the Julia Boyer Reinstein Library, 1030 Losson Road, Cheektowaga at 716-668-4991.

BAR Workshop “Monkeyin’ Around Earth Oven Eats”-Buffalo ReUse’s Buffalo Action for Revitalization (BAR) Program offers free workshops for the budding green thumb at 6pm at 320 Northampton.  For details, visit http://www.flickr.com/photos/buffaloreuse/3652444298/in/set-72157619451126904/.

Here Come’s the Fed- Join PUSH and others for a local conversation with individuals from the Federal Reserve on housing issues at Trinity Episcopal Church, 371 Delaware at 6pm.  Come join the dialogue.  For more info, visit http://pushbuffalo.org/
Friday, July 17

Canoe Trip- Oak Orchard Creek flows through the Iroquois National Wildlife Refuge and offers plenty of birding and wildlife opportunities from red-headed woodpeckers to bald eagles. Bring a lunch. Meet at the refuge headquarters at 9am on Casey Road. ($7/$5, canoe rental extra). Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.
Saturday, July 18

Secret Plant Sites in Buffalo-Join the Niagara Frontier Botanical Society on a trip around the city.  The focus is on invasives and survivors in an urban setting.  Meet at 9am in the parking behind the Buffalo Farmers’ Market at Clinton and Bailey.  Call leader Michael Siuta at 822-2544 for details.

Walk at Knox Farm State Park- Family walk beginning at 9am. Visit  http://freecal.brownbearsw.com/bmac for the topic of the day.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org for more info.
Observatory Public Viewing Night-Look at the stars through your own telescope or the BAA's beginning at Dusk.  Come to Beaver Meadow Audubon Center. Visit www.buffaloastronomy.com for info.
Southtowns Walleye Association Fishing Derby-Bring your rod and reel for a day of fishing at Tifft's Lake Kirsty from 7:30am-1pm. Sunfish, bass, carp, and perch can be caught. Prizes will be awarded and educational exhibits will be available. Free hot dog lunch provided and refreshments will be available for purchase. Pre-registration required- For more information or group registration call please call (716) 649-8202.
Pond Life for Pee Wees-Dive into the world of aquatic organisms and see what is living in our ponds!   For children ages 4 to 8. To register for this 10:30am program, call 716-683-5959. Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 93 Honorine Drive, Depew.
Gallery of Giants Old Growth Forest Hike-Hike from 11am-3:30pm through the forest and into Zoar Valley's canyon gorges to the magnificent Gallery of Giants - riverine terraces of ancient trees, some of the oldest and tallest in the Eastern U.S.  Less than 2% of the original forest cover remains in the east.  Learn the characteristics of old growth and how to identify the different tree species.  Membership in ZVNS and pre-registration required.  Phone (716) 380-1430 or Julie@zoarvalley.org  to register.

3rd Annual Motorcycle Dice Run for the Birds – Motorcycle Dice Run from 10am-4pm to benefit Beaver Meadow. Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.
Annual Village of Williamsville Garden Walk. - From 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. - Free. Dozens of Village residents' gardens open to the public. Come for a delightful stroll while picking up some garden tips and ideas.
Samuel P. Capen Garden Walk –This has been a University Heights tradition since 2002, created to showcase the neighborhoods surrounding the UB South Campus, including University Heights & Eggertsville, while building community among neighbors. There is no fee to enter a garden in the walk or attend and the event is held rain or shine from 11am-4pm. It is a joint initiative between the University at Buffalo and local neighborhood partners. Maps are available at the University Community Farmers Market on the South Campus on Main Street at Kenmore Avenue from 8:00am - 1:00pm. They are also available at 22 Larchmont Rd; 135 Capen Blvd; and 67 Highgate Ave during the time of the walk.  For info, contact Jessica Biegaj 829-6145 (jbiegaj@buffalo.edu).
Small Space Landscape Plants-Menne Nursery Class held at 3100 Niagara Falls Blvd, Amherst at 10am. Reservations required for all classes, call 693-4444 to reserve.  Reservations made 24 hours in advance will be given preferred seating.  Class schedule is subject to change, stop in often and pick up our latest detailed list or check on line at www.mennenursery.com.  

What’s Bugging You: Lawn & Garden Problem Solving-Menne Nursery Class held at 3100 Niagara Falls Blvd, Amherst at 2pm. Reservations required for all classes, call 693-4444 to reserve.  Reservations made 24 hours in advance will be given preferred seating.  Class schedule is subject to change, stop in often and pick up our latest detailed list or check on line at www.mennenursery.com.  

Lancaster Garden Walk-From 10am-4pm, a self-guided walking tour of gardens at homes throughout the Village of Lancaster and the Town of Lancaster.  For info, www.lancastergardenwalk.com. 
BAR Workshop “Harvesting Rainwater”-Buffalo ReUse’s Buffalo Action for Revitalization (BAR) Program offers free workshops for the budding green thumb at 1pm at 153 Eaton.  For details, visit http://www.flickr.com/photos/buffaloreuse/3652444298/in/set-72157619451126904/.

BB Workshop “Fire Damage”-Buffalo ReUse’s  Program offers free workshops for home repair at 3pm at 320 Northampton.  For details, visit http://www.flickr.com/photos/buffaloreuse/3652444298/in/set-72157619451126904/.

Town of Niagara Kid’s Fishing Experience-From 8am-11am at Elmer’s Pond. For info, contact nraa@niagarariveranglers.com.
Sunday, July 19

Family Walk at Beaver Meadow- Join us for a free walk beginning at 2pm through the woods as our naturalists help you seek out the natural wonders that abound at Beaver Meadow.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.

Tails and Trails-Free nature walk at 2pm at Tifft Nature Preserve.  No pre-registration required.

Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper Ecotour- Join Riverkeeper for one of their Ecotours (bike, hike or boating depending on date). For starting times and maps to starting points, requirements and registration (pre-registration is required), visit our website www.bnriverkeeper.org  or call 716-852-7483.  

Edible and Medicinal Plants-Join us at Tifft Nature Preserve from 1-4pm for this Friends of Tifft program for all ages. Have you ever wondered what plants are edible and which are not? Or which plants could help cure headaches naturally? Answers to these and other questions will be revealed at this informational Sunday program.  A Tifft volunteers will take you through the preserve and point out plants you may pass everyday that can be eaten or even used to cure your aches and pains!

Lancaster Garden Walk-From 10am-4pm, a self-guided walking tour of gardens at homes throughout the Village of Lancaster and the Town of Lancaster.  For info, www.lancastergardenwalk.com. 
Monday, July 20

Town of Porter Kid’s Fishing Experience-From 10:30am-12:30pm at Preserve. For info, contact nraa@niagarariveranglers.com.

Tuesday, July 21

“The Role of Hip Hop Culture in Working with Youth”-A Monthly Forum Series sponsored by the Partnership for the Public Good.  For updated information including speakers and locations, visit www.ppgbuffalo.org.  Event is from 4pm – 5:30pm at 237 Main Street, Suite 1200, Buffalo, NY 14203.  Please RSVP to ppgbuffalo@gmail.com.

Summer Ecology School at Reinstein Woods-Workshop for K-12 teachers.  Free, but registration required.  Contact Reinstein Woods at (716) 683-5959.   Join us to gain interdisciplinary activities for your classroom and curriculum to connect students to nature.  A Project Learning Tree workshop is included in this program.  Workshop will meet from 9:30am-3pm on July 21-23.
Nature’s Circle -Read a story and have some fun during outdoor circle time at Tifft Nature Preserve. Silly songs, games and lots of fun help little ones engage in a natural setting. Let’s learn to enjoy nature together!  Designed for ages 2-3 from 10:30-11:15 AM with a cost of $4 per child & adult ($3 members). Pre-registration required. Call Robin at 716.896.5200 ext. 338.  
Insects of the Night-We will attract moths and other insects using light and scent on this evening walk beginning at 8:30pm. To register call 716-683-5959. Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 93 Honorine Drive, Depew.
BAR Workshop “Ladies Night”-Buffalo ReUse’s Buffalo Action for Revitalization (BAR) Program offers free workshops at 6pm at 158 Eaton.  For details, visit http://www.flickr.com/photos/buffaloreuse/3652444298/in/set-72157619451126904/.

Wednesday, July 22

"Metrics and Standards in Green Chemistry - the ANSI Green Chemistry Standard"- Phone seminar at 3pm EST. Robert Peoples, PhD, Director of the American Chemical Society Green Chemistry Institute® . The ACS Green Chemistry Institute® (ACS GCI) in cooperation with NSF International is undertaking a major initiative to develop a Sustainable Chemical and Process Technology Standard(s) for the chemical industry in accordance with American National Standard Institute (ANSI) procedures for consensus standards development. This proposed American National Standard will be developed to document and improve the sustainability profile of chemical products and manufacturing process technology using the principles of green chemistry and green engineering along with advanced sustainability standards. CALL IN NUMBER:  1 866 368 6248 and access 5470083 #.  For more information: Lin Kaatz Chary Great Lakes Green Chemistry Network, 219- 938-0209, or http://groups.google.com/group/greatlakesgreenchem.

BAR Workshop “Bird Abodes and Baths”-Buffalo ReUse’s Buffalo Action for Revitalization (BAR) Program offers free workshops for the budding green thumb at 6pm at 320 Northampton.  For details, visit http://www.flickr.com/photos/buffaloreuse/3652444298/in/set-72157619451126904/.

 “Rock for the Rocks”-Penn Dixie fundraiser aboard the Miss Buffalo Boat.  This will be a three-hour event, boarding at 6:30 PM, departure at 7 PM, and returning to the dock by 10 PM. The “Heard of Buffalo” band will be playing classic 60s music.    This adult event will be a mid-week fund-filled event for all attending.    Tickets are $30 each and admission includes the entertainment and food.  Tickets may be purchased at Penn Dixie events, the site, or by sending a check to the HNHS/Penn Dixie, PO Box 772, Hamburg, NY 14075.  Please call (716) 627-4560 with any questions.

Thursday, July 23

Nature Hour at the Julia Boyer Reinstein Library-Join a Reinstein Woods Environmental Educator from 2-3pm for a hands-on, fun-filled hour exploring a different nature topic each week. For kids age 6 to 12. To register call the Julia Boyer Reinstein Library, 1030 Losson Road, Cheektowaga at 716-668-4991.

BAR Workshop “Peaches:Tarts and Fuzzy Navels”-Buffalo ReUse’s Buffalo Action for Revitalization (BAR) Program offers free workshops for the budding green thumb at 6pm at 320 Northampton.  For details, visit http://www.flickr.com/photos/buffaloreuse/3652444298/in/set-72157619451126904/.

Friday, July 24

Stars and S’Mores-S’mores, stars and summer at Tifft Nature Preserve. What more could you ask for? Join us for a short hike by starlight and sit around the campfire for some tasty s’mores from 8:30-9:45pm.  Cost is $7 (members 10% discount).  Pre-registration required-www.sciencebuff.org.

 
Saturday, July 25

Garden Walk of Buffalo-Travel through Buffalo’s gardens from 10am-4pm.  Maps and information available at multiple locations.  Visit www.gardenwalkbuffalo.com.

Project WILD Workshop at Reinstein Woods- Wildlife in Learning Design workshop for K-12 teachers.  Registration required.  Contact Reinstein Woods at (716) 683-5959.   This national, award-winning program is designed to give students the awareness, knowledge, and skills needed to make informed decisions concerning wildlife and the environment. Workshop will meet from 9:00am-noon.
Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper Ecotour- Join Riverkeeper for one of their Ecotours (bike, hike or boating depending on date). For starting times and maps to starting points, requirements and registration (pre-registration is required), visit our website www.bnriverkeeper.org  or call 716-852-7483.  

Wildlife and Renaissance Festival- Hawk Creek Annual Festival. What better way to celebrate man’s 4,000 year old history with raptors than to go back to the Medieval period when falconry reigned. Enjoy— up-close raptor encounters, flying bird shows, barn owl releases, and  over 90 animals. Featuring dragon exhibit, live music, medieval reenactments, games for the kids, and stunning original artwork, there is something for everyone!  Event is 11am-4pm.  Tickets can be purchased online at www.hawkcreek.org.

Paddles Up Niagara 2009 - Join us for the Fourth Annual “Paddles Up Niagara” along the south eastern shores of Grand Island.  The non-competitive paddle starts at Little Beaver Island Launch Site around to East River Marsh Launch Site and returns back to Little Beaver all within the Beaver Island State Park, a 4.8 mile journey. Register by July 11, 2009 – Event T-Shirt for 1st 100 entries. Events begin at 8:30am with the fun paddle launching at 12:15pm.  For info and registration, visit  http://www.niagaragreenway.org/Paddles%20Up%20Niagara%202009%20Flyer1.pdf  or call the Niagara River Greenway Commission at (716) 773-5361. 

Mable James Conservation Trail Hike – Join Mary Domanski at 9:30am for a five mile hike along a section of the Conservation Trail. The section is dedicated to Mabel James the founder of the Conservation Trail. We will hike through several steep ravines which have been newly graded and terraced over the last two summers. There will be many stairs and ladders to climb. A great variety of hardwoods and a sugar bush is located there as well as a pond. Bring a snack and dress for the weather. Meet on Vermont Street near Vermont Hill Road in the town of Holland. (Holland, $donation). Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.
BB Workshop “Fixing your Eaves”-Buffalo ReUse’s  Program offers free workshops for home repair at 3pm at 153 Eaton.  For details, visit http://www.flickr.com/photos/buffaloreuse/3652444298/in/set-72157619451126904/.

Astronomy Night at Penn Dixie-Telescopes will focus on a crescent moon, Saturn, the Star Cluster M4 in Scorpius, the Dumbbell Nebula, and other constellations.  No pre-registration required. www.penndixie.org.  Cost is $2/person, HNHS members free.

Sunday, July 26

Family Walk at Beaver Meadow- Join us for a free walk beginning at 2pm through the woods as our naturalists help you seek out the natural wonders that abound at Beaver Meadow.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.

Tails and Trails-Free nature walk at 2pm at Tifft Nature Preserve.  No pre-registration required.

Wildlife and Renaissance Festival- Hawk Creek Annual Festival. What better way to celebrate man’s 4,000 year old history with raptors than to go back to the Medieval period when falconry reigned. Enjoy— up-close raptor encounters, flying bird shows, barn owl releases, and  over 90 animals. Featuring dragon exhibit, live music, medieval reenactments, games for the kids, and stunning original artwork, there is something for everyone!  Event is 11am-4pm.  Tickets can be purchased online at www.hawkcreek.org.

Buffalo Audubon Centennial Lecture & Hike Series Mushroom Hike- Join Bill Hudson from 10am-1pm for a walk through Chestnut Ridge Park in search of mushroom varieties. (Chestnut Ridge Park). $5/$3 members. Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.
Garden Walk of Buffalo-Travel through Buffalo’s gardens from 10am-4pm.  Maps and information available at multiple locations.  Visit www.gardenwalkbuffalo.com.

Canadian shoreline of Lake Erie for shorebirds-Buffalo Ornithological Society field trip.  Leader: Douglas Happ (649-1297). Meet at 7:00 AM at Vermont and Busti near the Peace Bridge. We will car pool from there. Among other places, we will be going to Rock Point Provincial Park, which charges $11.00 Canadian per car for entry, so bring Canadian money if you have it. Make sure you have a passport or enhanced drivers license.

Monday, July 27

Town of Porter Kid’s Fishing Experience-From 10:30am-12:30pm at Preserve. For info, contact nraa@niagarariveranglers.com.

Tuesday, July 28

Sierra Club Meeting-Join others with the Niagara Sierra Club for their monthly meeting at 7pm at Room 240 Duns Scotus Hall, Daemen College.  Visit www.daemen.edu/maps for directions.
Pint-Sized Naturalist-It’s discovery time at Tifft Nature Preserve! Crafts, games, hiking and a snack will all be part of the fun as we explore the wonders of nature.  Designed for ages 4-5 on the 4th Tuesday of the month from 10-11:30 AM.  Cost is $5 per adult & child ($4 members).  Pre-registration required. Call Robin at 716.896.5200 ext. 338.  


BB Workshop “Reusing Water: Graywater Systems”-Buffalo ReUse offers free workshops for home energy efficiency at 6pm at 153 Eaton.  For details, visit http://www.flickr.com/photos/buffaloreuse/3652444298/in/set-72157619451126904/.

Wednesday, July 29
Wines in the Wild-The Pro-Zoo Board and the Women's Board host this annual event at the Buffalo Zoo.  For only $35 pre-sale or $45 at the door, your ticket includes a variety of food and dessert items, specialty services, along with wines and beers from local distributors. We are offering a $75 VIP ticket, which will allow you early entry at 5:15 p.m., a goodie bag and a champagne toast (100 tickets available). Live music and visits from some of your favorite animal ambassadors will highlight the event. Enjoy a balmy summer evening in one of the most unique environments around as you try your luck at our fantastic basket and silent auctions. This event takes place from 6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m., rain or shine. Guests MUST BE 21 years or older. For further information or to purchase tickets by phone, please call (716) 995-6131 or visit www.buffalozoo.org.

Thursday, July 30
Nature Hour at the Julia Boyer Reinstein Library-Join a Reinstein Woods Environmental Educator from 2-3pm for a hands-on, fun-filled hour exploring a different nature topic each week. For kids age 6 to 12. To register call the Julia Boyer Reinstein Library, 1030 Losson Road, Cheektowaga at 716-668-4991.

Going Batty!-Bats are amazing animals, but are often misunderstood. Separate fact from fiction and learn about the only true flying mammals. To register for this 8pm program call 716-683-5959. Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 93 Honorine Drive, Depew.
BAR Workshop “Earth Oven Edibles”-Buffalo ReUse’s Buffalo Action for Revitalization (BAR) Program offers free workshops for the budding green thumb at 6pm at 320 Northampton.  For details, visit http://www.flickr.com/photos/buffaloreuse/3652444298/in/set-72157619451126904/.

Saturday, August 1
Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper Ecotour- Join Riverkeeper for one of their Ecotours (bike, hike or boating depending on date). For starting times and maps to starting points, requirements and registration (pre-registration is required), visit our website www.bnriverkeeper.org  or call 716-852-7483.  

Walk at Knox Farm State Park- Family walk beginning at 9am. Visit  http://freecal.brownbearsw.com/bmac for the topic of the day.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org for more info.
Wildlife and Renaissance Festival- Hawk Creek Annual Festival. What better way to celebrate man’s 4,000 year old history with raptors than to go back to the Medieval period when falconry reigned. Enjoy— up-close raptor encounters, flying bird shows, barn owl releases, and  over 90 animals. Featuring dragon exhibit, live music, medieval reenactments, games for the kids, and stunning original artwork, there is something for everyone!  Event is 11am-4pm.  Tickets can be purchased online at www.hawkcreek.org.

Knee-High Naturalists-Enjoy a fun-filled hour of nature activities with your young child at 10am. Materials fee = $2.00/child; free for Friends of Reinstein Nature Preserve members. For children ages 3 to 5 and their caregivers. To register call 716-683-5959. Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 93 Honorine Drive, Depew. 
Observatory Public Viewing Night-Look at the stars through your own telescope or the BAA's beginning at Dusk.  Come to Beaver Meadow Audubon Center. Visit www.buffaloastronomy.com for info.
Fall is for Planting: Landscape Design-Menne Nursery Class held at 3100 Niagara Falls Blvd, Amherst at 10am. Reservations required for all classes, call 693-4444 to reserve.  Reservations made 24 hours in advance will be given preferred seating.  Class schedule is subject to change, stop in often and pick up our latest detailed list or check on line at www.mennenursery.com.  

Beyond Burning Bushes: Plants for Fall-Menne Nursery Class held at 3100 Niagara Falls Blvd, Amherst at 2pm. Reservations required for all classes, call 693-4444 to reserve.  Reservations made 24 hours in advance will be given preferred seating.  Class schedule is subject to change, stop in often and pick up our latest detailed list or check on line at www.mennenursery.com.  

Black Rock Garden Walk-For details visit, http://www.brrgardenwalk.com/.

Ken-Ton Garden Tour-From 10am-4pm.
Niagara Gorge Trip-Sierra Club outing at Whirlpool State Park beginning at 9:30am.  Email Bob Ciesielski at rmciesie@yahoo.com for information.
Sunday, August 2

Family Walk at Beaver Meadow- Join us for a free walk beginning at 2pm through the woods as our naturalists help you seek out the natural wonders that abound at Beaver Meadow.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.

Tails and Trails-Free nature walk at 2pm at Tifft Nature Preserve.  No pre-registration required.

Wildlife and Renaissance Festival- Hawk Creek Annual Festival. What better way to celebrate man’s 4,000 year old history with raptors than to go back to the Medieval period when falconry reigned. Enjoy— up-close raptor encounters, flying bird shows, barn owl releases, and  over 90 animals. Featuring dragon exhibit, live music, medieval reenactments, games for the kids, and stunning original artwork, there is something for everyone!  Event is 11am-4pm.  Tickets can be purchased online at www.hawkcreek.org.

Black Rock Garden Walk-For details visit, http://www.brrgardenwalk.com/.

Ken-Ton Garden Tour-From 10am-4pm.
Tuesday, August 4

Flying WILD Workshop at Reinstein Woods- Flying Wild introduces middle-school students to bird conservation through classroom activities and school bird festivals. Registration required.  Contact Reinstein Woods at (716) 683-5959.   Workshop will meet from 9:00am-noon.

Nature’s Circle -Read a story and have some fun during outdoor circle time at Tifft Nature Preserve. Silly songs, games and lots of fun help little ones engage in a natural setting. Let’s learn to enjoy nature together!  Designed for ages 2-3 from 10:30-11:15 AM with a cost of $4 per child & adult ($3 members). Pre-registration required. Call Robin at 716.896.5200 ext. 338.  
Wednesday, August 5

Project Learning Tree Workshop at Reinstein Woods- Workshop for K-12 teachers.  Registration required.  Contact Reinstein Woods at (716) 683-5959.   Project Learning Tree uses the forest as a “window on the world” to increase students’ understanding of our complex environment.  Workshop will meet from 9:00am-3:30pm.
Thursday, August 6

Full Moon and Lunar Eclipse Walk-Enjoy a walk through the trails at 8pm as we view the full moon and learn about the penumbral lunar eclipse. Bring binoculars if you have them. To register call 716-683-5959. Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 93 Honorine Drive, Depew. 
Friday, August 7

Full Moon Stroll-Leave your flashlights turned off and let the moon light our way as we take a stroll by moonlight. Pre-registration required for this 8:15-9:45pm program.  Cost is $5.  Register at www.sciencebuff.org.

Full Moon Walk- Enjoy an evening hike from 8-9:30pm through the Beaver Meadow’s Preserve as we look and listen for the night creatures that reside at BMAC. Meet at the Visitor Center at BMAC ($5/$3).

Saturday, August 8

Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper Ecotour- Join Riverkeeper for one of their Ecotours (bike, hike or boating depending on date). For starting times and maps to starting points, requirements and registration (pre-registration is required), visit our website www.bnriverkeeper.org  or call 716-852-7483.  

Crepuscular Hike-Join Earth Spirit from 6:30 - 8:30pm at Birdsong Park, Orchard Park. Focus is experiencing a leisurely evening hike through varied environments in search of elusive and secretive wildlife. Fees and Registration: Please contact Orchard Park Recreation - 716-662-6450 or oprec@orchardparkny.org
Shade Plants: Perennials, Shrubs and Trees-Menne Nursery Class held at 3100 Niagara Falls Blvd, Amherst at 10am. Reservations required for all classes, call 693-4444 to reserve.  Reservations made 24 hours in advance will be given preferred seating.  Class schedule is subject to change, stop in often and pick up our latest detailed list or check on line at www.mennenursery.com.  

Mid-summer’s Night Adventure at Penn Dixie- Annual Fossil and Astronomy Program to collect fossils and after dark collect fossils by lantern light from 5pm-?.  Bring your digging tools, plastic bucket, flashlight or lantern.  View sunspots and solar flares until dusk, after dark view Saturn, Jupiter, the moon, possibly some meteors from the Perseid Meteor Shower, and other constellations.  No pre-registrations required.  Adults $6, children 12 & under $5, HNHS members free.

Sunday, August 9

Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper Ecotour- Join Riverkeeper for one of their Ecotours (bike, hike or boating depending on date). For starting times and maps to starting points, requirements and registration (pre-registration is required), visit our website www.bnriverkeeper.org  or call 716-852-7483.  

Family Walk at Beaver Meadow- Join us for a free walk beginning at 2pm through the woods as our naturalists help you seek out the natural wonders that abound at Beaver Meadow.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.

Tails and Trails-Free nature walk at 2pm at Tifft Nature Preserve.  No pre-registration required.
Tuesday, August 11

Pint-Sized Naturalist-It’s discovery time at Tifft Nature Preserve! Crafts, games, hiking and a snack will all be part of the fun as we explore the wonders of nature.  Designed for ages 4-5 on the 4th Tuesday of the month from 10-11:30 AM.  Cost is $5 per adult & child ($4 Buffalo Museum of Science Members).  Pre-registration required. Call Robin at 716.896.5200 ext. 338.

Stroller Strut-Bring your stroller at 10am and share a sensory exploration of nature with your young child. For children ages 3 and under and their caregivers. To register call 716-683-5959. Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 93 Honorine Drive, Depew. 

Wednesday, August 12

Western New York Stormwater Coalition Meeting-The monthly meeting is held from 2pm-3:30pm at the Julia Boyer Reinstein Public Library, 1030 Losson Rd., Cheektowaga.  Check them out at www.erie.gov/environment/compliance/pollution_sw2.asp.

"The Investor Enviromental Health Network and Green Chemistry"- Phone seminar at 3pm EST.  Richard Liroff, PhD.Executive Director of the Investor Environmental Health Network. The Investor Environmental Health Network is a collaborative partnership of investment managers, advised by nongovernmental organizations, concerned about the financial and public health risks associated with corporate toxic chemicals policies. IEHN, through dialogue and shareholder resolutions, encourages companies to adopt policies to continually and systematically reduce and eliminate the toxic chemicals in their products. As of early 2008, IEHN members managed more than $41 billion in assets. CALL IN NUMBER:  1 866 368 6248 and access 5470083 #.  For more information: Lin Kaatz Chary Great Lakes Green Chemistry Network, 219- 938-0209, or http://groups.google.com/group/greatlakesgreenchem.
Saturday, August 15

Pond Life-Dive into the world of aquatic organisms and see what is living in our ponds!   For children ages 6 to 12; parent or guardian must attend. To register for this 10:30am program, call 716-683-5959. Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 93 Honorine Drive, Depew. 

Observatory Public Viewing Night-Look at the stars through your own telescope or the BAA's beginning at Dusk.  Come to Beaver Meadow Audubon Center. Visit www.buffaloastronomy.com for info.
Walk at Knox Farm State Park- Family walk beginning at 9am. Visit  http://freecal.brownbearsw.com/bmac for the topic of the day.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org for more info.
Sunday, August 16

Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper Ecotour- Join Riverkeeper for one of their Ecotours (bike, hike or boating depending on date). For starting times and maps to starting points, requirements and registration (pre-registration is required), visit our website www.bnriverkeeper.org  or call 716-852-7483.  

Turtle Tour-Meet at the cabin at Tifft Nature Preserve for a brief introduction before heading out to the wetlands for a turtle adventure from 2-4pm.  Binoculars will be provided if you don’t have your own.  Discussion topics will include native and non-native turtles, wetland restoration, the pet trade, threatened species, and much more.  Any donations given on this day will be used for wetland habitat restoration. www.sciencebuff.org for info.
Family Walk at Beaver Meadow- Join us for a free walk beginning at 2pm through the woods as our naturalists help you seek out the natural wonders that abound at Beaver Meadow.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.

Tails and Trails-Free nature walk at 2pm at Tifft Nature Preserve.  No pre-registration required.
BugFest at Bond Lake-Event is noon-3pm at our Nature Center at 2353 Lower Mountain Rd., Ransomville. Join us for a bug walk (weather permitting) at 2:00. We'll meet behind the nature center for an easy walk looking for and identifying some six-legged friends. Please bring your favorite bug jar, but all insect must be released after getting a good up-close look at them. http://www.freewebs.com/bondlake/2009eventsschedule.htm.
 
Tuesday, August 18

Nature’s Circle -Read a story and have some fun during outdoor circle time at Tifft Nature Preserve. Silly songs, games and lots of fun help little ones engage in a natural setting. Let’s learn to enjoy nature together!  Designed for ages 2-3 from 10:30-11:15 AM with a cost of $4 per child & adult ($3 members). Pre-registration required. Call Robin at 716.896.5200 ext. 338.  

Stories in the Woods-Listen to a nature story, followed by a short walk in the woods beginning at 10am. For children ages 4 to 5 and their caregivers. To register call 716-683-5959. Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 93 Honorine Drive, Depew. 

“Green Collar Jobs”-A Monthly Forum Series sponsored by the Partnership for the Public Good.  This month’s speaker is Aaron Bartley from PUSH.  For updated information including speakers and locations, visit www.ppgbuffalo.org.  Event is from 4pm – 5:30pm at 237 Main Street, Suite 1200, Buffalo, NY 14203.  Please RSVP to ppgbuffalo@gmail.com.

Wednesday, August 19

Babes In The Woods- This nature discovery program at Beaver Meadow Audubon Center from 10-11:30am is for 3-5 year olds and their parents. Registration is required. Topic changes each month.  $5 child & adult/ $3 each additional child.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.
Thursday, August 20

New Moon Walk-Come enjoy a walk at 8:30pm on one of the darkest nights as Mercury, Jupiter and Neptune are visible in the night sky. Bring binoculars if you have them. To register call 716-683-5959. Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 93 Honorine Drive, Depew. 

Saturday, August 22

Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper Ecotour- Join Riverkeeper for one of their Ecotours (bike, hike or boating depending on date). For starting times and maps to starting points, requirements and registration (pre-registration is required), visit our website www.bnriverkeeper.org  or call 716-852-7483.  
Fairy Houses-Use natural materials to build a fairy house among the trees of Reinstein Woods. Once you learn how, you can make one anywhere! To register for this 10am program, call 716-683-5959. Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 93 Honorine Drive, Depew. 
Planet Protectors-Explore how you can use worms, watches, water and more to protect the earth, and maybe even increase your allowance. For children ages 7 to 12. To register for this 1:30pm program, call 716-683-5959. Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 93 Honorine Drive, Depew. 
Centennial Lecture & Hike Series – A 9am geology hike at Kenneglen Preserve in Wales with Stan Radon. Kenneglenn is a 130-acre expanse that runs along the spectacular Hunter's Creek gorge. The Preserve features wetlands and forest lands, as well as beautiful views of the gently rolling hills that are characteristic of southern Erie County. This hike will explore the geology of the Hunter’s Creek gorge. Co-sponsored by the Western New York Land Conservancy (Kenneglen, $5/$3 members).  Registration is required and space is limited. 

Sunday, August 23

Family Walk at Beaver Meadow- Join us for a free walk beginning at 2pm through the woods as our naturalists help you seek out the natural wonders that abound at Beaver Meadow.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.

Tails and Trails-Free nature walk at 2pm at Tifft Nature Preserve.  No pre-registration required.
Tuesday, August 25

Project WET Workshop at Reinstein Woods- Project WET (Water Education for Teachers) promotes knowledge and stewardship of water resources. Registration required.  Contact Reinstein Woods at (716) 683-5959.   Workshop will meet from 9:00am-noon.

Pint-Sized Naturalist-It’s discovery time at Tifft Nature Preserve! Crafts, games, hiking and a snack will all be part of the fun as we explore the wonders of nature.  Designed for ages 4-5 on the 4th Tuesday of the month from 10-11:30 AM.  Cost is $5 per adult & child ($4 Buffalo Museum of Science Members).  Pre-registration required. Call Robin at 716.896.5200 ext. 338.  

Sierra Club Meeting-Join others with the Niagara Sierra Club for their monthly meeting at 7pm at Room 240 Duns Scotus Hall, Daemen College.  Visit www.daemen.edu/maps for directions.
Wednesday, August 26

Aquatic WILD Workshop at Reinstein Woods- Workshop for teachers. Aquatic WILD invites students to explore and understand the fascinating world of water and the aquatic life forms it supports.  Registration required.  Contact Reinstein Woods at (716) 683-5959.   Workshop will meet from 9:00am-noon.

Thursday, August 27

Pond Life-Dive into the world of aquatic organisms and see what is living in our ponds!   For children ages 6 to 12. To register for this 10am program,  call 716-683-5959. Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 93 Honorine Drive, Depew. 

Friday, August 28

Canoe Trip Hemlock Lake is one of the watersheds for Rochester and thus has limited accessibility, making a pristine paddle. We will launch from the north end.  Call for directions and meeting places and times. Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.     Bring a lunch. ($7/$5, canoe rental extra)

Saturday, August 29

Bugs, Sunset and Campfire Night-Enjoy Tifft’s 40-acre grassland while searching for some of the smaller residents of the preserve. Bug nets will be provided. Hike to the highest mound (the 2nd highest point in Buffalo!) and view the Lake Erie sunset. Afterwards, enjoy a campfire and s’mores!  From 7-9pm.  Cost $7.  Register at www.sciencebuff.org.

Awesome August Family Camp-Join Nature Ed-ventures for a weekend (through Sunday, August 30) at Camp Allegany, Allegany State Park.  Instead of sending the kids off to summer camp, bring the whole family for a weekend at Camp Allegany and know the joy of a summer camp experience. Spend your time together relaxing, exploring, learning and having fun! Hike, build and launch a rocket, create a forest shelter, investigate insects, make nature crafts and eat s’mores around the campfire plus much more. Fees for the family weekends are as follows:  $80 for ages 5+, $40 for 2-4 year olds, Under 2 free. Fee includes comfortable indoor accommodations with showers, three home-cooked meals, and all program materials and activities ake this a summer weekend full of memories not soon to be forgotten.  For info and registration, contact 
http://www.natureed-ventures.com/community.php.

Family Ice Cream Social Fundraiser-Enjoy tasty frozen treats and entertainment as you help support Friends of Reinstein Nature Preserve. For ticket information, call 716-683-5959.  Event begins at 1pm.

End of Summer Birds-Iroquois Observations program from 9am-11am.  Meet at Kanyoo Nature Trail, Route 77.  Ever wonder what birds are here after spring migration and before fall migration?  Join us in a search for warblers and shorebirds.  Appropriate for adults and older children.  Contact Iroquois National Wildlife Refuge at 585-948-5445 or Garner Light at garnerlight@hotmail.com for more information.

Sunday, August 30

Family Walk at Beaver Meadow- Join us for a free walk beginning at 2pm through the woods as our naturalists help you seek out the natural wonders that abound at Beaver Meadow.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.

Tails and Trails-Free nature walk at 2pm at Tifft Nature Preserve.  No pre-registration required.
Organic Mushroom Production-Northeast Organic Farmers Association event from 1pm-4pm at Green Heron Growers, 2361 Wait Corners., Panama, NY (Chautauqua Co.) Green Heron Growers have been certified organic since 2007 producing vegetables, fruits, herbs, flowers and mushrooms. Join Steve and Julie Rockcastle in their Hemlock grove to learn more about site selection and log preparation, spawn run, fruiting, harvesting, and marketing of their organic Shiitake mushrooms. Learn how to grow your own organic mushrooms, "It's the Fun-gi thing to do!"  http://nofany.org/events.html.

Friday, September 4

Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper Ecotour- Join Riverkeeper for one of their Ecotours (bike, hike or boating depending on date). For starting times and maps to starting points, requirements and registration (pre-registration is required), visit our website www.bnriverkeeper.org  or call 716-852-7483.  

Full Moon Walk-Let the light of the full moon be your guide along the trails of Beaver Meadow Nature Center as we explore the preserve from 8-9:30pm.  Cost is $5/$3 members. Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org for more info.

Saturday, September 5
Walk at Knox Farm State Park- Family walk beginning at 9am. Visit  http://freecal.brownbearsw.com/bmac for the topic of the day.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org for more info.
Buffalo Audubon 5K Hike-a-thon for Nature-Come join us for a day on the beautiful trails at Beaver Meadow and help us continue our history of outdoor nature education.  Free t-shirt for pledges of $50 or more when received by Aug. 29.  Registration opens at 9am with a 10am start. Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org for more info.

Observatory Public Viewing Night-Look at the stars through your own telescope or the BAA's beginning at Dusk.  Come to Beaver Meadow Audubon Center. Visit www.buffaloastronomy.com for info.
Enriching Zoo Animals-A Buffalo Zoo family workshop from 10am-noon.  Come learn about animal behavior and get a chance to see zoo animals on exhibit interact with treats that you make yourself.  Prepaid registration required. Visit www.buffalozoo.org or call 716 995 6128.

Bird of Prey Day-Experience first-hand the techniques used by Hawk Creek's handlers to enrich the lives of  over 90 raptors and other animals, and have a chance to participate for yourself! A fun and informative behind-the-scenes look for all ages from 11am-4pm. Visit www.hawkcreek.org for more info and to order tickets.
Sunday, September 6
International Rock Flipping Day-Join us from 2-4pm at Beaver Meadow. Join us as we discover what is living beneath the rocks. Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org for more info.
Saturday, September 12

Homestead Festival-Buffalo Audubon’s Annual Festival to discover the past.  Join us from 10am-4pm for nature hikes, crafts, home-made ice cream and other treats at Beaver Meadow Audubon Center.
National Orienteering Day at Chestnut Ridge Park-This is a 90-minute non-competitive training, learning, and educational event for any experience level. Walkers and runners alike will enjoy a practice course and experienced instructors. Meet at the large picnic pavilion near the Newton Road entrance at 11:00am or follow signs from Chestnut Ridge Road. No pre-registration required. Questions? Email Lincoln Blaisdell, or call him at (716) 479-9431. $5 fee includes 5-color park map.  
13th Annual Miss Buffalo Nature Cruise and Buffalo Lighthouse Tour-Trip leaves at 8:30am. Reservation forms available at www.penndixie.org or by calling (716) 627-4560.  Limited space, register early.

Sunday, September 13

Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper Ecotour- Join Riverkeeper for one of their Ecotours (bike, hike or boating depending on date). For starting times and maps to starting points, requirements and registration (pre-registration is required), visit our website www.bnriverkeeper.org  or call 716-852-7483.  

National Grandparents Day Stroll- Bring your grandparents and take a stroll from 2-4pm along the trails at Beaver Meadow followed by some refreshments. (BMAC, $donation) Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org for more info.
Penn Dixie Special Event-Family fun from 1-4pm with fossil collecting, viewing sunspots and solar flares. Experts will be on site toidentify fossils, rocks and minerals.  Adults $6 each, Children 12 & under $5, and HNHS members free.

Wednesday, September 16

Babes In The Woods- This nature discovery program at Beaver Meadow Audubon Center from 10-11:30am is for 3-5 year olds and their parents. Registration is required. Topic changes each month.  $5 child & adult/ $3 each additional child.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.
Friday, September 18

Centennial Lecture & Hike Series – BAS Senior Naturalist Paul Fehringer will introduce you to some of his feathered friends as he talks about the fascinating world of raptors at the East Aurora Library at 7pm.  Cost is $5/$3 members.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org for more info.
Saturday, September 19

Walk at Knox Farm State Park- Family walk beginning at 9am. Visit  http://freecal.brownbearsw.com/bmac for the topic of the day.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org for more info.
Observatory Public Viewing Night-Look at the stars through your own telescope or the BAA's beginning at Dusk.  Come to Beaver Meadow Audubon Center. Visit www.buffaloastronomy.com for info.
Great Lakes Beach Sweep-Join volunteers around the region to clean up our waterways.  Contact Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper for sites and times.
Reinstein Woods Fall Festival- For info,call 716-683-5959. Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 93 Honorine Drive, Depew. 
Astronomy Night at Penn Dixie-Telescopes will focus on Jupiter, the Andromeda Galaxy, the famous Star cluster NGC869-884, E.T. Star Cluster, and other constellations.  No pre-registration required for this 7:30pm-? event.  $2/person, HNHS members free.

Tuesday, September 22

Sierra Club Meeting-Join others with the Niagara Sierra Club for their monthly meeting at 7pm at Room 256 Duns Scotus Hall, Daemen College.  Visit www.daemen.edu/maps for directions.
Saturday, September 26

WNY Environmental Summit-5th Annual Summit at Wick Student Center at Daemen College with speakers, workshops, networking and informational tables from 9am-12pm with optional ecotours until 12:30pm.  Free to the public.  For info, call 839-8524.  Register at www.daemen.edu/cscce (beginning August 1).
Plight of the Polar Bear-Molly Mariea will present a slide show at Beaver Meadow Audubon Center from 1-3pm.  Molly was chosen by the Buffalo Zoo to be an Arctic Ambassador to heighten people’s awareness on how to help polar bears.  She traveled to Churchill, Canada to learn first hand the effects of global warming on the polar bears. Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org for more info.

Niagara Power Project Wildlife Festival- A family-friendly event from 10am-5pm at the Power Authority’s Niagara Power Project in Lewiston.  Admission and parking are free.
Tree ID Walk-Iroquois Observations program from 1-3pm.  Meet at Kanyoo Nature Trail, Route 77.  Join an experienced guide on a pleasant walk through the woods to identify trees.  Approriate for adults and older children.  Contact Iroquois National Wildlife Refuge at 585-948-5445 or Garner Light at garnerlight@hotmail.com for more information.

2009 Gala at the Gardens...Exotic Orchids- The Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens Gala will be held from 7-10pm . This fabulous event will feature special themed exhibits and food that honor the exotic and tropical nature of orchids. Cost: $100 per ticket Sponsorship opportunities are available by calling 827.1584 ext. 203.

Sunday, September 27

Niagara Power Project Wildlife Festival- A family-friendly event from 10am-5pm at the Power Authority’s Niagara Power Project in Lewiston.  Admission and parking are free.
Fall Bird Walk at Bond Lake-Join us from 8am to noon to enjoy the outdoors.  Visit http://www.freewebs.com/bondlake/ for more info.

Tips for the Environment:  
1.  Reuse and recycle your Tips for the Environment-we are probably all using CFL bulbs, recycling regularly and engaging in lots of earth-friendly behaviors.  It’s time to reuse and recycle-so I’ve compiled the full list of tips from the first Enviro-News in January 2006 so that you can check for anything you missed.  Check it out at http://daemen.edu/~byoung/Envirotips.pdf.   If you have tips to share, please send them to me.  I need help with more ideas.
2. Green your pool-If you own a pool, there are ways to reduce its environmental footprint. Consider natural alternatives for pool chemicals. Try purchasing reusable containers for pool chemicals as many curbside recyclers will not accept containers that once held hazardous chemicals.  If you can’t recycle-remember to save for the next Household Hazard Waste event.  Pool pumps vary in their efficiency.  Look for the Applied Research Laboratories stamp, which means the pump meets U.S. standards for saving energy. Pumps are now available in a wider assortment of speed models, meaning you can turn the motor down for regular daily use or up for shorter, more intense cleanings. Buying a timer for both the pump and the filter will ensure that they will run only when you want them to.  Check for Leaks-losing an inch of water a day can add up to 102,000 gallons of lost water per year. Mark the water line with a grease pencil and check it 24 hours later. If you suspect a leak, have it fixed as soon as possible. Refilling a pool with captured rainwater is an excellent way to cut down on wasted water. Go Solar-if you are heating your pool, consider adding solar heating or at least a manual solar cover for your pool. Adding green landscaping around your pool can fight water evaporation and absorb carbon dioxide from pool chemicals.  For more info, visit http://www.greenyour.com/lifestyle/leisure-recreation/swimming-pool/tips and http://earth911.com/blog/2009/06/15/.

To see our previous newsletters with additional tips for the environment, go to:  http://www.daemen.edu/academics/affairs/common/eco-news/

Additional Links to area/state environmental/sustainability organizations and regularly scheduled activities:

	Adirondack Mountain Club-Niagara Frontier Chapter
	http://www.adk-nfc.org/home.php

	      Meetings 7:30, second Tues. from Sept.-June  
	

	      Amherst Community Church, 77 Washington Hwy, Snyder
	

	
	

	Animal Advocates of Western New York
	www.animalswny.org

	
	

	Aquarium of Niagara
	www.aquariumofniagara.org

	
	

	AWARE-Assoc. for Wild Animal Rehabilitation & Education
	www.awarewildlife.com

	
	

	Buffalo Audubon Society/Beaver Meadow Nature Center
	www.buffaloaudubon.com

	      Volunteer Day every Wed. 10am-2pm at Beaver Meadow
	

	
	

	Bond Lake Environmental & Beautification Committee
	http://www.freewebs.com/bondlake/

	
	

	Braddock Bay Bird Observatory
	www.bbbo.org

	
	

	Brush Up Buffalo
	www.brushupbuffalo.org

	
	

	Buffalo Astronomical Association
	http://www.buffaloastronomy.com/

	
	

	Buffalo Blue Bicycle
	www.buffalobluebicycle.org

	
	

	Buffalo CarShare
	http://www.buffalocarshare.org/

	
	

	Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens
	www.buffalogardens.com

	
	

	Buffalo Environmental Management Commission
	www.ci.buffalo.ny.us/Home/CityServices/Environmental_Management_Commission

	
	

	Buffalo First
	www.buffalofirst.org/

	
	

	Buffalo Geological Society
	www.bgsny.org

	      Meetings 7:30pm, first Fri. Oct-April, Parkside Lutheran  
	

	
	

	Buffalo Green Fund
	http://www.buffalogreenfund.org/

	
	

	Buffalo in Bloom
	www.buffaloinbloom.com/

	
	

	Buffalo Institute for Urban Ecology
	http://www.nfwhc.org/groups/buffalo.htm

	
	

	Buffalo Microparks
	http://www.buffalomicroparks.com/

	
	

	Buffalo Museum of Science
	www.sciencebuff.org/

	
	

	Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper
	www.bnriverkeeper.org/

	
	

	Buffalo Olmsted Parks Conservancy
	www.buffaloolmstedparks.org

	
	

	Buffalo Orienteering Club
	www.buffalo-orienteering.bfn.org

	
	

	Buffalo Ornithological Society
	www.bosbirding.org

	
	

	Buffalo Recycles-City Information
	http://www.buffalorecycles.com/

	
	

	Buffalo ReUse
	www.buffaloreuse.org/

	
	

	Buffalo Urban Development Corp
	http://budc.ecidany.com/

	
	

	Buffalo Urban Outdoor Education
	www.buoe.org

	
	

	Buffalo Waterfront
	http://www.buffalowaterfront.com/

	
	

	Buffalo Zoo
	www.buffalozoo.org

	
	

	Campaign for Buffalo History, Architecture and Culture
	http://greaterbuffalo.blogs.com/

	
	

	Carvings for a Cause
	www.carvingsforacause.com/

	
	

	Celebrate the Waterfront
	www.celebratethewaterfront.com/

	
	

	Center for Environmental Information (Rochester)
	http://ceinfo.org/

	
	

	Charles E. Burchfield Nature & Art Center 
	www.THEBNAC.org

	
	

	Citizens Campaign for the Environment
	www.citizenscampaign.org

	
	

	Citizens' Environmental Coalition
	www.cectoxic.org/index.html

	
	

	Citizens for Green North Tonawanda
	http://www.geocities.com/ntgreencitizen/index.html

	
	

	Citizens Regional Transit Corporation
	www.citizenstransit.org/

	
	

	Clean Air Coalition of Western New York
	http://www.cacwny.org/

	
	

	Clean Communities of Western New York
	http://www.cleancommunitiesofwny.org/

	
	

	Cornell Cooperative Extension for Erie County
	http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/erie/

	
	

	Cornell Cooperative Extension for Niagara County
	http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/niagara/

	
	

	Daemen College Center for Sustainable Communities 
	www.daemen.edu/cscce

	
	

	Department of Environmental Conservation (NY State)
	www.dec.ny.gov/index.html

	
	

	Earth Spirit Educational Services
	www.earthspiritedu.org

	
	

	Eco-Island Nature Center
	www.k12.ginet.org/resources.cfm?subpage=6518

	
	

	Edible Buffalo
	www.ediblebuffalo.com 

	
	

	Environmental Education Associates
	http://environmentaleducation.com/

	
	

	Environmental Leadership Institute (Niagara University)
	http://www.niagara.edu/eli/

	
	

	Environmental Protection Agency  
	http://www.epa.gov/region02/state/nylink.htm

	    Local Office (716) 551-4410
	

	
	

	Erie Canal Trailway
	www.ptny.org/bikecanal

	
	

	Erie County Department of Environment and Planning
	http://www.erie.gov/environment/

	
	

	Erie County Parks and Recreation 
	http://www.erie.gov/parks

	
	

	Erie County Soil and Water Conservation
	www.ecswcd.org/ 

	    
	

	Evergreen-Buffalo State College
	www.buffalostate.edu/orgs/evergreen

	      
	

	First Hand Learning
	www.firsthandlearning.org

	
	

	For A Clean Tonawanda Site
	www.factsofwny.com/

	
	

	Friends of the Ancient Forests
	Friendsoftheancient@yahoo.com

	
	

	Friends of the Lower Great Lakes
	http://www.friendsofthelowergreatlakes.org/

	
	

	Foothills Trail Club
	www.foothillstrailclub.org

	
	

	Gander Mountain Store (seminar listings)
	http://gander.distanthorizon.com/seminars/index.asp

	
	

	Garden Walk Buffalo
	http://gardenwalkbuffalo.com/

	
	

	Genesee County Nature Center 
	www.gcv.org

	
	

	Good Going WNY
	www.goodgoingwny.com

	
	

	Gooseneck Hill Waterfowl Sanctuary
	www.gooseneckhillwaterfowlfarm.com

	  Open Sundays July 5-Aug 30
	

	Grassroots Gardens of Buffalo
	http://www.grassrootsgardens.org/

	
	

	Greater Buffalo-Niagara Regional Transportation Council
	www.gbnrtc.org/

	
	

	Great Lakes Center at Buffalo State College
	http://www.buffalostate.edu/greatlakescenter

	
	

	Great Lakes Program/UB
	http://www.eng.buffalo.edu/glp/

	
	

	Great Lakes United
	www.glu.org

	
	

	Green Gold Development Corporation
	http://greengold.org/

	
	

	Green Options Buffalo
	http://www.greenoptionsbuffalo.org/

	
	

	Habitat for Humanity Buffalo
	http://habitatbuffalo.org/

	      Intro to Volunteering 9am-3rd Saturday each month
	

	
	

	Hawk Creek Wildlife Center, Inc.
	www.hawkcreek.org

	
	

	Heart of the City Neighborhoods, Inc.
	www.hocn.org

	
	

	Iroquois National Wildlife Refuge
	www.fws.gov/northeast/iroquois/

	
	

	Jamestown Audubon Center & Sanctuary
	www.jamestownaudubon.org

	
	

	Lake Ontario Ordinance Works Restoration Advisory Board
	www.loowrab.org/

	
	

	Landmark Society of the Niagara Frontier
	www.landmark-niagara.org

	
	

	Local Initiatives Support Corporation
	http://www.lisc.org/buffalo/

	
	

	Massachusetts Avenue Project
	www.mass-ave.org

	
	

	Messinger Woods Wildlife Care and Education Center, Inc
	www.messingerwoods.org

	
	

	Nature Conservancy-Central and Western New York Chapter
	http://Nature.org/centralwestern

	
	

	Nature Ed-Ventures 
	www.natureed-ventures.com

	
	

	Nature Sanctuary of Western New York
	http://www.nfwhc.org/groups/naturesanctuary.htm

	
	

	New Millennium Group
	www.nmgonline.org/

	
	

	New York Forest Owner’s Association
	www.nyfoa.org

	
	

	New York Power Authority
	www.nypa.gov

	
	

	New York Public Interest Research Group
	http://www.nypirg.org/

	
	

	New York State Association of Conservation Commissions
	http://www.nysaccny.org/index.php

	
	

	New York State Parks
	www.nysparks.com

	
	

	New York Upstate Chapter of the Green Building Council
	http://www.greenupstateny.org/

	
	

	Niagara County Soil and Water Conservation District
	www.niagaraswcd.com

	
	

	Niagara Frontier Botanical Society
	http://www.acsu.buffalo.edu/~insrisg/botany/

	
	

	Niagara Frontier Wildlife Habitat Council
	http://www.nfwhc.org/

	
	

	Niagara Heritage Partnership
	http://www.niagaraheritage.org/

	
	

	Niagara Restoration Council 
	www.niagararestoration.org/

	
	

	Niagara River Anglers Association
	http://www.niagarariveranglers.com

	
	

	Niagara River Greenway Commission
	www.niagaragreenway.org

	
	

	Our Shared Waters
	www.oursharedwaters.com

	
	

	Our Water Future
	http://ourwaterfuture.org/

	
	

	Partnership for the Public Good
	www.ppgbuffalo.org

	
	

	Paths, Peaks and Paddles
	www.pathspeakspaddles.com

	
	

	Penn Dixie Paleontological and Outdoor Education Center 
	www.penndixie.org

	      Open Sat. 9am-4pm May-Oct. for fossil collecting
	

	
	

	Pfeiffer Nature Center (Portville)
	www.pfeiffernaturecenter.org

	
	

	Preservation Buffalo Niagara
	http://preserve.bfn.org/

	
	

	People United for Sustainable Housing
	http://pushbuffalo.org 

	
	

	Queen City Farm-urban organic farm in Buffalo
	www.queencityfarm.org/

	
	

	Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve
	www.dec.ny.gov/education/1837.html

	      10am Sat. guided tours, Self-guided trails 9am-5pm M-Sat, Env. Educ. Ctr M-F 9am-4:30pm, Sat. 1-4:30pm  
	

	
	

	
	

	Reptile Adoption, Rehabilitation and Education, Inc. (RARE)
	http://rarerehab.org/

	
	

	Retree Western New York
	www.re-treewny.org/main.html

	
	

	Roger Tory Peterson Institute
	www.rtpi.org

	
	

	Slow Food Buffalo
	www.slowfoodbuffalo.org/

	
	

	Sierra Club (Niagara Group of Atlantic Chapter)
	http://newyork.sierraclub.org/Niagara

	
	

	SPCA serving Erie County
	www.yourspca.org

	
	

	Tifft Nature Preserve
	www.sciencebuff.org/tifft_nature_preserve.php

	   Wellness Walks, Thursdays 10-noon, $2 donation, call 825-6397 to confirm walk taking place 
	

	
	

	Tuscarora Environmental Task Force
	http://tuscaroraenvironment.com/default.aspx

	
	

	UBEN-UB Environmental Network
	http://wings.buffalo.edu/sa/uben/

	  Meetings Wed. 6:30-7:30 pm, Porter 451 in Ellicott Complex
	

	
	

	UB Environment and Society Institute
	http://wings.buffalo.edu/esi/

	
	

	UB Green Office
	http://wings.buffalo.edu/ubgreen

	
	

	Urban Design Project at UB
	http://urbandesignproject.ap.buffalo.edu/

	
	

	Urban Roots
	www.urbanroots.org/

	
	

	US Army Corps of Engineers-Buffalo District
	http://www.lrb.usace.army.mil/

	
	

	Voice-Buffalo
	http://www.voice-buffalo.org/index.html

	
	

	Western Chapter New York Water Environment Association
	www.wnywea.org/

	
	

	Western New York AmeriCorps
	http://www.wnyamericorps.org

	
	

	Western New York Climate Action Coalition
	wnyclimateaction@gmail.com

	
	

	Western New York Earth Day
	http://www.wnyearthday.org/

	
	

	Western New York Herpetological Society
	www.wnyherp.org/

	  
	

	Western New York Hiking Trails and resources
	www.wnyhikes.com

	
	

	Western New York Land Conservancy
	http://www.wnylc.org/

	
	

	Western New York Science Congress
	http://wnysc.org/

	
	

	Western New York Service Learning Association
	www.wnyslc.org

	
	

	Western New York Sustainable Energy Association
	www4.bfn.org/wnysea/

	
	

	West Valley Citizen Task Force
	www.westvalleyctf.org

	
	

	Wild Spirit Rehab and Release Center
	http://www.wildspirit.org/

	
	

	Wind Action Group
	www.greengold.org/wind

	
	

	Zoar Valley Nature Society
	www.zoarvalley.org

	
	


Additional calendars with local events-

http://artvoice.com/calendar
http://buffalorising.com
http://wnyscienceleaders.ning.com/
Additional local blogs and websites-

Re-Energize Buffalo Blog- http://renewnrg.blogspot.com/
ReNews Weekly Digest (renewable energy news)- sign up by email to zaczek@prodigy.net
New York Outdoors Blog- http://newyorkoutdoors.wordpress.com
Buffalo News Jim Heaney Blog-http://buffalonews.typepad.com/outrages_insights/
Reinstein Woods Lily Pad Newsletter-http://www.dec.ny.gov/education/1841.html
The Greener Ride -http://www.thegreenerride.org/
Dept. Environmental Conservation Calendar- http://www.dec.ny.gov/public/48977.html
Fix Buffalo- http://fixbuffalo.blogspot.com/
MRodgers-FCS-Grant Resources- http://mrfcsgreen.blogspot.com
Local Food- http://buffalocavore.blogspot.com
Edible Buffalo- http://ediblebuffalo.wordpress.com/
Jamestown Audubon Society-http://jamestownaudubon.wordpress.com/blog/
Buffalo Tours http://buffalotours.blogspot.com/
Recycling, Disposal, Green Cleaning Options:

Compact Fluorescent Light Bulbs-Accepted at all Home Depot stores

Computer equipment-Accepted at all local Goodwill stores and attended donation centers

Cell Phones-Buffalo Zoo, Aquarium of Niagara and other charities  

Expired or Unused Medicines- http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/guidance3.pdf
Uses and reuses for many items- http://www.world.org/weo/recycle
Drug disposal best practices- http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/45083.html
Green Cleaning programs in the workplace-https://greencleaning.ny.gov/Entry.asp.   

Regional Environmental Websites with Calendars:

Rochester- http://RocEarth.com
Toronto- http://www.greenontario.org/index.html








































































