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Riverwatch Captains Needed for our Waterways

Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper is recruiting waterway enthusiasts throughout the Niagara River watershed to become volunteer Riverwatch Captains.  Captains are expected to monitor their stretch of waterway at least 12 times per year and attend as many as possible of 7 – 8 captain training workshops organized by Riverkeeper per year.  Riverwatch captains monitor for a variety of waterway issues, including spills, sewer overflow, stormwater runoff, land use, public access, fish and wildlife, and litter and vandalism.  Active Riverwatch campaigns in which Captains are encouraged to participate include:

1. Water Quality Monitoring Campaign -Captains will track basic measures of water quality in each waterway. This program will launch with an August 2006 training workshop.  
2. Stormwater Campaign-Captains will assist in an effort to identify and expose violations of the new stormwater regulations. Stormwater pollution education campaigns will also be developed in each captain team area, including stenciling of stormwater drains.  This campaign will be launched with the summer 2006 training workshops.
3. Pipewatch/ Spills Monitoring Campaign-This classic watchdog campaign will empower captains to not only recognize and report spill events, but also identify and monitor permitted pipes entering our waterways.  
4. Habitat Campaign-Captains will attend restoration training workshops, during which they will have an opportunity to remove invasive plant species and plant natives.

For more information or to register, visit www.fbnr.org or contact Riverwatch program director Robbyn Drake at 852-7463, rdrake@bnriverkeeper.org.  

New York State Outdoor Education Association (NYSOEA)

39th Annual Conference
This year’s conference is entitled “Tradition With A Future: Vision, Focus, Dreams”.  Be a part of the NYSOEA's biggest event of the year.  This year's conference will be at Beaver Hollow Conference Center in Java Center (45 minutes southeast of Buffalo) from October 19-22, 2006. The conference is for teachers, outdoor educators and anyone interested in the outdoors and environmental education.  Workshop topics span a wide range including team building, medicinal herbs, astronomy, orienteering, old growth trees, photography, diversity, green buildings, and wilderness survival.  There will be speakers, entertainment, great food, and the best group of people you'd ever want to meet!  Don't miss out on this unique opportunity!  To learn more about NYSOEA and this year's conference, go to: www.nysoea.org/conference.htm
To check out the facility where this year's conference will be held, go

to: www.beaverhollow.com
Hawk Creek's 19th Annual Wildlife and Renaissance Festival

WNY's only nationally recognized wildlife sanctuary is opening its doors on Saturday, July 29 and Sunday, July 30 from11am to 4pm to present over ninety of its resident raptors, big cats, and endangered species to the community. This family-friendly, Renaissance-themed event will feature new exciting and educational programs, flying bird shows, live medieval reenactments, and an art auction featuring the works of more talented artists and naturalists than ever before. From the Andean condor to the snowy owl and the bald eagle, learn about the lives of Hawk Creek's natural ambassadors with the Center's nobly costumed handlers. Visitors will also find live musical performances, hands-on activities, refreshments from local vendors, the naturalists' Discovery Tent, a children's petting zoo, and daily barn owl releases.  Tickets for the event are 12/adult, $10/senior, $6/child under 12, $30/family (2 adults, 3 children) and are available at the Walden Galleria Mall customer service desk, the main gate, and at hawkcreek.org. More information is available at the website, at info@hawkcreek.org, or by calling (716)652-8646.

Occidental Chemical Corporation will pay for natural resources

Occidental Chemical Corporation will settle the state’s claim that its factory discharges have harmed fisheries.  The $12 million settlement will be used to improve the fisheries in the Niagara River, Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River.  The suit against Occidental claimed that the fisheries suffered due to advisories against eating fish tainted by chemicals and this settlement frees Occidental from future claims.  A restoration plan will be developed by the DEC to lead to the recovery of the fishery.   Visit http://www.newsday.com/news/local/wire/newyork/ny-bc-ny--occidental-lakeon0621jun21,0,3842622.story?coll=ny-region-apnewyork
Draft Plan Proposed to Protect Zoar Valley Trees

The DEC has released a draft plan for management of the ancient trees in approximately 3000 acres in Zoar Valley.  This site along Cattaraugus Creek contains some of the oldest trees in the Northeast and there has been concern about logging at this site.  The draft plan protects part of Zoar Valley, but not the entire site.  As proposed, the plan calls for 300 foot-wide buffers along both sides of the valley gorge to be placed into the state Nature and Historic Preserve Trust, but does allow timber harvesting on the margins of this old-growth forest.  Two upcoming public hearings are scheduled from 7-9pm for discussion on the draft: July 11 in the Bellevue Fire Hall, Cheektowaga and July 13 at the American Legion in Gowanda.  At these sessions, there will be four areas of discussion including access, recreation, land management and safety.  The draft plan is available online at www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dlf/publands/ump/reg9/zoarump.pdf.  You can also mail your comments on the Zoar Valley management plan to the State D.E.C. via Wayne Cooper, DEC, 182 E. Union Street, Suite 3, Allegany NY  14706.  Comments will be accepted until August 22.  
Rain Garden Demonstration Project

By Mary Rossi, Erie County Department of Environment & Planning

The Erie County Water Quality Committee, in partnership with the Western New York Stormwater Coalition, has received a grant from the New York State Soil & Water Conservation Committee for a Rain Garden Demonstration Project. Rain gardens are planted or stone-covered beds that are specifically designed to receive stormwater from rooftops and other impervious surfaces and allow it to be slowly absorbed into the ground. Native plants are preferable; however, other sustainable, non-invasive plants are suitable as well. Two rain garden demonstration sites are completed: Village of Hamburg Community Center and West Seneca Town Hall. A third site, at Brighton Park in the Town of Tonawanda, is planned for fall. As funding permits, additional rain gardens will be constructed. For more information, contact Mary Rossi at 858-6370.

2006 Dirty Dozen Awards

Citizen’s Environmental Coalition will send awards to several local sites as winners of the “Dirty Dozen” for their contribution to pollution and environmental health problems.  The third annual award recipients included the six sites of Cheektowaga’s Toxic Triangle (Buffalo Crushed Stone Quarry Inc., Land Reclamation, Schultz Landfill, Old Land Reclamation, Twin Village Recycling, and Depew’s Landfill), the Peter Cooper Superfund site and West Valley Demonstration Project.  The Peter Cooper Landfill (site of a former manufacturing plant which made glue from animals) has had chromium and arsenic exposed and leaking into creek.  The West Valley Demonstration Project earned its award because of concern over unsafe storage of nuclear waste and the risk of erosion and ground water contamination.  For more information, visit http://www.cectoxic.org/2006Dirtydozen.html.

Tonawanda’s Coal-Burning Huntley Station to Receive Overhaul

The Town of Tonawanda Huntley Station power plant will receive a $1.5 billion upgrade to use cleaner coal technology.  NRG Energy expects the new units to begin operation in 2013 or 2014, providing power for about 750,000 homes.  Under a settlement several years ago, the company shut down four of the least efficient units, thus reducing capacity at the plant.  Coal-fired power plants are responsible for approximately 60% of sulfur dioxide emissions, 33% of mercury emissions and 25% of nitrogen oxide emissions in the United States.  The US currently obtains more than 50% of its electricity from coal-burning plants.  By switching to low sulfur coal, emissions are lowered.  The new technology to be introduced at the Huntley Station plant will use heat and pressure to convert coal into combustible gas.  The sulfur and other contaminants are removed before it is used to generate electricity.   Slag produced during the process can be used as a road base layer.  This technology (Integrated Gasification Combined Cycle) would allow for reduced emissions compared to current operations, though coal-burning still releases carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.  The facility is considering sequestering the carbon dioxide produced by its activities belowground for storage.  Underground storage is one method which is touted to prevent increasing carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, though this has not been fully tested.  While this new technology produces electricity more cleanly, the use of coal requires mining of this resource.  Visit the following for more information on coal mining and how it is used to generate electricity:  http://www.ucsusa.org/clean_energy/coalvswind/brief_coal.html.

Ground Water on Former Linde Site

Uranium was processed at the Linde Air Products site during the atomic energy programs of the 1940s.  This processing led to the generation of liquid and solid wastes with approximately 55 million gallons of liquid wastes injected into on-site wells in 1944.  In 1997, the United States Army Corp of Engineers (USACE) began monitoring the contamination while conducting soil and building remediation.  USACE has recently completed sampling of ground water at the Town of Tonawanda site and their findings indicate that the natural ground water is unsuitable for drinking.  Because the uranium solidified within the aquifer and is not likely to move through the ground water, its removal is not recommended at this time.  For more information on the ground water proposed plan prepared by USACE, visit http://www.lrb.usace.army.mil/fusrap/linde/linde-gw-propplan-2006-04.pdf or the most frequently asked questions at  http://www.lrb.usace.army.mil/fusrap/linde/linde-gw-faqs-2006-06.pdf.

Lockport Rubber Recycling

Rubberform Recycled Products is opening a Lockport facility which plans to produce 1.5 million pounds of recycled rubber goods in the first year.  The company buys ground-up rubber from tires to make parking lot bumpers, garage stops and speed bumps.  High Tread International, also in Lockport, grinds up tires and will be a supplier.  As a “green” industry, the company received a grant from the state’s Environmental Investment Program as well as a loan from Lockport and low-cost expansion power from the Power Authority.  

Farm Bill Feedback Wanted

A new web-based feedback form will allow Western New York framers to comment on current farm policy and provide input for future plans.  The 2002 Farm Bill expires in September 2007 so feedback is encouraged for development of the new farm bill.  The House Agriculture Committee will be conducting field hearings throughout the country.  To use the web form, access it at www.agriculture.house.gov and click on Farm Bill Feedback icon.

Abitibi Paper Recycling Program

Abitibi Consolidated offers a win-win paper recycling program for schools, churches and other non-profits.  The company provides free paper recycling bins, arranges for pickup and pays the organization for the paper it recycles.   Any paper product except phone books, hardcover books, cardboard or kitchen/bathroom paper is acceptable.  Abitibi Paper Retriever program also supports other environmental education programs and provides recycling education materials for classrooms.  For more information, visit www.paperretriever.com.

"Green" Building Guide Available
Citizens' Environmental Coalition announced the publication of “Building Green Without Going in the Red: A Household Guide to Healthy, Affordable Building Materials”. This guide presents the toxic problems of conventional building materials, discusses safer, cost-effective options and provides examples of those alternatives and where to find them in easy-to-read tables.  You may access the guide at http://www.cectoxic.org/BuildingGreen.html.

Western New York Land Conservancy Receives Awards

Under the state Conservation Partnership Program, two grants have been awarded to the Western New York Land Conservancy (WNYLC).  The Niagara Escarpment Legacy Project will use $16,800 to protect the natural area in the Lockport area and allow for continued restoration of oak savannah forests and native grasslands.  A grant for $14,500 was awarded to fund a farmland protection conference on November 9 as well as further the efforts of the WNYLC and the American Farmland Trust to work with local governments to increase farmland protection. Visit http://www.wnylc.org/enews.htm for more information.

ReStore Volunteers Needed

Habitat for Humanity needs volunteers to work at ReStore which is their thrift store that sells building material and household items.  ReStore also accepts donations of new and used construction materials and households items including furniture, hardware, light fixture and doors.  Sale of these goods generates income to renovate houses for low-income families.  ReStore is located at 501 Amherst St., Buffalo and open from 9-4 on Friday and Saturday and from 1-5pm on Sunday.  Contact them at 839-3053 or www.habitatbuffalo.org.

DEC to hold Public Scoping Sessions for CWM Landfill Project

Chemical Waste Management (CWM) has proposed to construct and operate a 50 acre landfill to expand their waste landfill acreage in the Town of Porter.  This site is to be designated as a Residual Management Unit - Two (RMU-2) for disposal of an estimated 3,976,100 cubic yards of hazardous and industrial non-hazardous waste. The proposed landfill expansion project would include the construction of primary and secondary liners, and independent primary and secondary leachate collection and pumping systems. A perimeter berm would surround the proposed landfill to control stormwater run-on and run-off and a final cover system would be constructed over the waste.  Two public scoping sessions will be held (2:00 pm and 6:30 pm) at the Lewiston-Porter Central Schools, Senior High School Auditorium, 4135 Creek Road, Youngstown, New York. Statements from local government officials, legislators, interested and involved agencies, and the public will be heard after a DEC Staff Statement is read into the record and the applicant gives a brief presentation detailing the proposed project. A stenographic record of the meeting will be prepared. Written statements will also be accepted until August 7, 2006 at the Department of Environmental Conservation, 270 Michigan Avenue, Buffalo, New York 14203-7165.  Visit the following website for links to all the documents related to this proposal:

http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dshm/hzwstman/cwmrmu2.html
Attack of the Invasives-News of the Aliens

Japanese Knotweed and Emerald Ash Borer
.  

Japanese knotweed (Polygonum cuspidatum) has jointed stems earning it common names of Mexican Bamboo or Japanese Bamboo.   This plant was introduced from Asia and has become a problem in this country as well as in the United Kingdom.  The herbaceous plant can grow to about 15 feet in height, produces white inflorescences and spreads via rhizomes or stem fragments.  It forms thick stands that shade native species and easily establishes itself in riparian environments.  Currently there are a number of eradication programs underway to remove it.  Because it spreads rapidly from very small fragments, weeding for removal is problematic.  The plant does have some interesting characteristics that may allow it to be exploited.  Root extracts contain high concentrations of resveratrol and have been used in some nutritional supplements as a COX-2 inhibitor reducing inflammation and pain. The plant is also edible in early spring when the shoots are young-when cooked, it tastes like rhubarb. For photos and additional info on the species, visit http://www.ipcnys.org/sections/target/japanese_knotweed_overview.htm and
http://www.umext.maine.edu/onlinepubs/htmpubs/2511.htm.

The Emerald Ash Borer (Agrilus planipennis) was discovered in Michigan in 2002 and has been responsible for the destruction of 12-15 million ash trees in the state.   The green metallic adults do minimal damage to the leavers, but the larvae bore through the inner layers of bark destroyed the tree’s ability to circulate its nutrients.  The larvae are often transported in logs as firewood, so several states have established quarantines for ash firewood.  This borer has not been officially reported for New York; however, it will probably arrive soon.  Visit the following sites so that you will be prepared to report your alien sightings: http://www.emeraldashborer.info/ and

http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dlf/privland/forprot/health/inv.pdf.

ECO Friendly Custom Garment Care

 As a professional Wet Cleaning facility, ECO Friendly offers a revolutionary new cleaning alternative to "Dry Cleaning."  Using water, special bio-degradable detergents, and high-tech cleaning and tension finishing equipment, ECO Friendly effectively cleans a full range of garments labeled Dry Clean Only including wool, silk, rayon, linen, cashmere, and angora. Buffalo's first environmentally preferable alternative to dry cleaning is located at 152 Elmwood Avenue, Buffalo (716-883-7440). Check out the Buffalo Rising article about them at:

http://www.buffalorising.com/trend/archives/2006/05/clean_green_machine.php
 

Birdsong Nature Preserve 

Orchard Park’s Birdsong Park has three miles of hiking trails, including a boardwalk through wetlands, which are open to the public. Additionally, free one-hour two-mile guided tours for groups of 10-20 people are available.  The park is located on Jewett Holmwood Road.  For information on activities at the preserve, contact the Recreation Department at 662-6450.

Western New York Climate Action Coalition Forms

Concerned citizens have formed the Western New York Climate Action Coalition (WNYCAC) whose focus is on addressing climate change.  The group has been meeting for several months and has most recently been encouraging individuals to view the documentary “An Inconvenient Truth”.  Interest in the organization has increased with the release of the movie and the group recently hosted a meeting to discuss the movie and actions that can be taken.   

WNYCAC has four committees organized to target particular areas of concern.  The political-legislative committee aims to convince elected officials to consider climate change concerns in their decision-making.  Under Mayor Masiello, Buffalo committed to the Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement  (http://www.seattle.gov/mayor/climate/) .  WNYCAC would like to ensure that the current administration honors these pledges and will work with them to develop a plan of action.  The next meeting of this committee will be Wednesday, July 12 at 7pm (see calendar of upcoming activities for more details). The education committee has been providing an information table in the lobby of the Dipson Theaters which are showing “An Inconvenient Truth”.  Members of the committee are offering their time as speakers at school, church and community groups and will be reaching out to the public to share information on climate change and ways to make a difference.  The emissions reduction committee is monitoring the proposed Jamestown Power Plant and nearby coal-burning facilities and has been promoting a letter writing campaign.  Members of the Wind Action Group have joined forces with WNYCAC and created a committee which promotes wind energy as a clean, renewable energy source.  If you would like to receive information on upcoming meetings or the group, please contact the group at wnyclimateaction@gmail.com.

Daemen Environmental Summit Focuses on Energy

The second annual Environmental Summit will be hosted by Daemen College on September 30, 2006 from 9am-noon.  This year’s theme is on energy and will provide information on how individuals and communities can conserve energy and reduce their impact. Energy-related issues affect our air and water quality and atmosphere, consequently human health and biodiversity is impacted.  The Summit is designed as a networking opportunity for citizens and members of environmental organizations to discuss ways that they can work more effectively toward the same goals.  Environmental groups are also encouraged to provide informational displays for their organizations at this event. 

Who Killed the Electric Car?
Theater screens this summer are hosting several films with environmental themes.  In addition to the documentary “An Inconvenient Truth” (which opened June 16 in Buffalo and is still playing at several theaters), “Who Killed the Electric Car?” will hopefully find its way to Buffalo soon.  This documentary discusses the electric cars that became popular in California due to mandates by that state that required automakers to sell a percentage of emissions-free vehicles in that state.  After the California legislation was dismantled, the electric cars were retrieved from those who leased them and “recycled”.  For more information on the film and to view a preview, visit http://www.whokilledtheelectriccar.com.
Upcoming Community Activities:
Sunday, July 2

“Quest for Colors” Walk-Enjoy a family walk around the Beaver Meadow preserve to see how many different colors can be found in nature.  Walk begins at 3pm.  Call 585-457-3228 for more info.

Saturday, July 8

In Search of Dragonflies-Join others to identify a variety of local dragonflies and learn their unique behaviors, life cycles and ecology.  Bring binoculars to this event which will be held at The Woodlands Environmental Education Center from 1:00-3:00 pm.  Please register at least three days in advance of the program.  For additional information and/or to register, please contact Earth Spirit at (716) 941-6267 or earthspirit@adelphia.net.  Cost is $5 to non-members. 

Fun Bike Ride- Join others for a 9-11:30 am ride along the Clarence Rails-to-Trails system.  Registration will take place at the Clarence Town Park Clubhouse or the bike path entrance on Goodrich Rd. near the Highway Dept.  

Allenburg Bog Hike-Join members of the Audubon Society and the Niagara Frontier Botanical Society for a guided hike in this unique area.  Call John Hodson (632-7270) or Dick Christensen (632-7762) for more information.

Family Walk at Beaver Meadow-Join others for a free hike beginning at 3pm.  Call 585-457-3228 for more info.

Sunday, July 9

“Hands on Wildlife” Program-Explore the pelts and skulls of some of our native wildlife beginning at 3pm at Beaver Meadow. Call 585-457-3228 for more info.

Edible and Medicinal Plants-Learn to identify and appreciate the wide variety of wild foods and medicines in your own back yard! Program runs from 1-3 pm and costs $15 adults/$5 youth. To register, call 716-655-7622 or email: deaheartwood@aol.com.  This Heartwood Wilderness Skills School event will be held at the WNY Land Conservancy’s ‘Kenneglenn Nature Preserve’. 

Gooseneck Hill Waterfowl Sanctuary-Open to the public from 2-5pm.  Call 942-6835 or visit www.gooseneckhillwaterfowlfarm.com.

Geocaching Hike-Join others on this geocaching adventure sponsored by the Western New York Land Conservancy.  Reservations are required for this 9-11am hike to be held at Kenneglenn Nature Preserve.  Call 687-1225 for info and reservations.

Monday, July 10  

Full Moon Walk - Enjoy a walk in the woods by the light of the full moon beginning at 8:30 PM.  Advance registration required.  Contact staff at 716-683-5959 to register.  Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 77 Honorine Dr.  Depew, NY  14043.

Tuesday, July 11

Yo La Tengo Performance-these experimental musicians will perform their instrumental program The Sounds of Science live to the 35mm films of French filmmaker Jean Painleve at 8 pm at Shea’s Performing Arts Center.  This is co-presented by Hallwalls Contemporary Arts Center and Shea's Performing Arts Center, and co-sponsored by the Buffalo Museum of Science. Tickets for the event are $18 for Hallwalls and Buffalo Museum of Science members, and $23 general admission.  To purchase tickets, call Ticketmaster at (716) 852-5000; go to Shea’s Ticket Office at 650 Main ST. or visit www.sheas.org.  Member rates available only when purchases are made in person at Shea’s Ticket Office with identification.  
Public Hearing on Draft Plan for Zoar Valley-Come share your opinions on the proposed plan to include land from Zoar Valley into the state Nature and Historic Preserve Trust from 7-9PM  at the Bellevue Fire Hall in Cheektowaga.  The draft plan is available at www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dlf/publands/ump/reg9/zoarump.pdf.

Wednesday, July 12
Political/legislative committee meeting/WNY Climate Action Coalition-The group will be discussing immediate and long term projects for legislative and/or political action including a forum for all WNY Congressional candidates to be held in Rep. Thomas Reynolds district and a questionnaire for legislators and political candidates regarding their positions on climate change issues. The meeting begins at 7:00 pm, at the office of WNYCOSH, in the TriMain Building, 2495 Main Street, Suite 438.  Parking is behind the TriMain building.  For directions, call  Diane at 849-0140.
Thursday, July 13 

Stories in the Woods – A 10:00 AM program for kids ages 4-7.  Listen to a nature story read by staff, followed by a walk in the woods.  Advance registration required.  Contact staff at 716-683-5959 to register.  Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 77 Honorine Dr.  Depew, NY  14043.

Public Hearing on Draft Plan for Zoar Valley-Come share your opinions on the proposed plan to include land from Zoar Valley into the state Nature and Historic Preserve Trust from 7-9PM  at the American Legion in Gowanda.  The draft plan is available at www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dlf/publands/ump/reg9/zoarump.pdf.

Saturday, July 15
“What’s Bugging You” Walk-A free walk at Knox Farm State Park beginning at 9am.  Learn all about the creepy crawlies that abound at Knox Farm.  Call 585-457-3228 for more info.

Butterflies Up Close – Want to get a good look at these colorful flying insects?  Learn tips and techniques for viewing butterflies at this program beginning at 10:30 AM.  Advance registration required.  Contact staff at 716-683-5959 to register.  Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 77 Honorine Dr.  Depew, NY  14043.

Friction Fire- Strengthen your confidence and self reliance outdoors! This workshop includes Bow and Drill, Hand Drill, and Flint & Steel fire making methods. Program runs from 11 am-3:30pm (bring your lunch) and costs $35 adult/$20 youth. To register, call 716-655-7622 or email: deaheartwood@aol.com.  This Heartwood Wilderness Skills School event will be held at the WNY Land Conservancy’s ‘Kenneglenn Nature Preserve’.

Wine & Wags Social-A fundraiser for the Erie County SPCA.  Bring your dog and enjoy fine foods from local restaurants, regional wines, specialty beers and interactive vendor booths for pets and their owners.  Tickets for this 5-8PM event are $35 pre-event and $45 at the door.  Call 629-3523 for more information.

Family Walk at Beaver Meadow-Join others for a free hike beginning at 3pm.  Call 585-457-3228 for more info.
Observatory Public Viewing-Look at the stars through your own telescope or those provided beginning at dusk at the Beaver Meadow Audubon Center.  Call 585-457-3228 for more info.

Sunday, July 16

Clarence Center Garden Tour- Tour more than 16 Clarence Center  home gardens from 12-4pm.  Tour begins at the Bank of Akron parking lot, 9470 Clarence Center Rd.  Maps and booklets with garden descriptions are provided with $5 registration.

“Bird Feeding Basics” Program-Learn what foods the birds like and the best feeding practices.  Free program begins at 3pm at Beaver Meadow. Call 585-457-3228 for more info.

Gooseneck Hill Waterfowl Sanctuary-Open to the public from 2-5pm.  Call 942-6835 or visit www.gooseneckhillwaterfowlfarm.com.

Tuesday, July 18 

Stroller Strut – Bring your stroller and share a sensory exploration of nature with your young child (age 3 and under). Advance registration required.  Advance registration required for this 10 AM program.  Contact staff at 716-683-5959 to register.  Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 77 Honorine Dr.  Depew, NY  14043.

Wednesday, July 19

Tyke Hike- Little tykes will be engaged by Mother Nature’s sights, sounds, smells and textures on our trails and in our nature cabin.  The pace of the outdoor tour will suit short legs and stroller wheels, and feature fun things you’ll enjoy doing again at home.  Juice and a snack will be provided. Pre- registration required for this 10:15-11:45am hike at Tifft Nature Preserve. Please call 896-5200, ext. 338 for cost and registration. 

Babes in the Woods-A nature discovery program for 3-5 year olds and their parents at Beaver Meadow from 10-11:30am.  Registration is required ($5 for child & adult/$3 each additional child).  Contact Beaver Meadow at 585-457-3228.
Thursday, July 20

Wind Action Group Summer Meeting-Join others at 5:30 pm at Laughlin’s at 333 Franklin at Tupper for some video from the Fenner Wind Farm trip, followed by discussion. 

Friday, July 21  

Bug-nanza! – Come out for an evening of activities devoted to our creepy, crawly residents! Join DEC staff at 7:30 PM to hunt for bugs in the forests and ponds, participate in a bug beauty contest, and let your buggy friends go free!   Advance registration required.  Contact staff at 716-683-5959 to register.  Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 77 Honorine Dr.  Depew, NY  14043.

Saturday, July 22

Erie County Forest Hike-experience an ecology hike at one of the little known and rarely visited Erie County Forest Lands from 1:00-3:30pm. Please register at least three days in advance of the program.  For additional information and/or to register, please contact Earth Spirit at (716) 941-6267 or earthspirit@adelphia.net.  Cost is $7 to non-members and $4 for members.

Babes in the Woods-A nature discovery program for 3-5 year olds and their parents at Beaver Meadow from 10-11:30am.  Registration is required ($5 for child & adult/$3 each additional child).  Contact Beaver Meadow at 585-457-3228.

Family Walk at Beaver Meadow-Join others for a free hike beginning at 3pm.  Call 585-457-3228 for more info.
Owl Prowl-Join others for an evening walk from 8-10pm to spot owls at Beaver Meadow.  Non-releasable injured birds of prey will be on exhibit after the walk.  Cost is $8 or $5 for members.  Call 585-457-3228 for more info.

Sunday, July 23

Medicinal Plant Hike- Learn what plants can be used as medicine at Beaver Meadow on this free family hike that begins at 3pm. Contact Beaver Meadow at 585-457-3228.

Gooseneck Hill Waterfowl Sanctuary-Open to the public from 2-5pm.  Call 942-6835 or visit www.gooseneckhillwaterfowlfarm.com.

Sunday, July 23-Saturday, July 29

Global Climate Change:  securing the future-A week-long series of speakers on environmental topics at the Chautauqua Institution.  Visit  http://www.ciweb.org/week5.html for more information on the schedule.
Monday, July 24
Al Gore at Chautauqua-Former Vice-President Gore will be speaking at 10:45 at the Chautauqua Institution.  He will also remain on the grounds for the week to discuss environmental topics with visitors.  Visit http://www.ciweb.org/schedule.html for more information.
Tuesday, July 25  

Pond Life – A program for kids ages 6 to 12 beginning at 1:00 PM. Dive into the world of aquatic organisms and see what is living in our ponds!  Advance registration required.   Advance registration required.  Advance registration required for this 10 AM program.  Contact staff at 716-683-5959 to register.  Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 77 Honorine Dr.  Depew, NY  14043.

Wednesday, July 26

Tyke Hike- Little tykes will be engaged by Mother Nature’s sights, sounds, smells and textures on our trails and in our nature cabin.  The pace of the outdoor tour will suit short legs and stroller wheels, and feature fun things you’ll enjoy doing again at home.  Juice and a snack will be provided. Pre- registration required for this 10:15-11:45am hike at Tifft Nature Preserve. Please call 896-5200, ext. 338 for cost and registration. 

Wines in the Wild-Fundraiser for the Buffalo Zoo. For only $30 pre-sale or $35 day of the event, your ticket includes a variety of food and dessert items, along with wines and beers from local distributors. Live music featuring Kevin McCarthy and SaxMan Slim along with visits from some of your favorite animal ambassadors will highlight the evening. Enjoy a balmy summer evening in one of the most unique environments around as you try your luck at our fantastic Chinese & silent Auctions. This event takes place from 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m., rain or shine. Guests MUST BE 21 years or older. The more the merrier, so bring your friends and neighbors to enjoy this wonderful, casual evening to benefit the Zoo’s Adopt an Animal program. For further information or to purchase tickets, please call 837-3900, ext. 131.

Scoping Session for Chemical Waste Management Hazardous Waste Site Proposal-Two sessions will be held (2:00 pm and 6:30 pm) at the Lewiston-Porter Central Schools, Senior High School Auditorium, 4135 Creek Road, Youngstown, New York. Statements from local government officials, legislators, interested and involved agencies, and the public will be heard after a DEC Staff Statement is read into the record and the applicant gives a brief presentation detailing the proposed project. A stenographic record of the meeting will be prepared. Written statements will also be accepted until August 7, 2006 at the Department of Environmental Conservation, 270 Michigan Avenue, Buffalo, New York 14203-7165. 

Saturday, July 29-Sunday, July 30

Wildlife & Renaissance Festival-Hawk Creek Wildlife Center hosts its annual festival showcasing its rehabilitation efforts with family-friendly activities from 11am-4pm.  Tickets for the event are 12/adult, $10/senior, $6/child under 12, $30/family (2 adults, 3 children) and are available at the Walden Galleria Mall customer service desk, the main gate, and at hawkcreek.org. More information is available at the website, at info@hawkcreek.org, or by calling (716)652-8646.

Saturday, July 29

Family Walk at Beaver Meadow-Join others for a free hike beginning at 3pm.  Call 585-457-3228 for more info.

Sunday, July 30

Beaver Meadow Naturalist’s Program-A free family program designed by the naturalists for your enjoyment.  Join others at 2pm at Beaver Meadow.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 585-457-3228.

Gooseneck Hill Waterfowl Sanctuary-Open to the public from 2-5pm.  Call 942-6835 or visit www.gooseneckhillwaterfowlfarm.com.

Saturday, August 5  

Pharmacy in the Woods   There is a medicine cabinet out in the woods, if you know which plants to look for.  Learn about medicinal plants and their uses at this program beginning at 1:00 PM.  Advance registration required.  Contact staff at 716-683-5959 to register.  Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 77 Honorine Dr.  Depew, NY  14043.

Edible & Medicinal Plant Hike- Discover all the food and medicines that are occuring naturally around us in the woods and fields at Knox Farm State Park on this 9am hike.  Call 585-457-3228 for more info.

Observatory Public Viewing-Look at the stars through your own telescope or those provided beginning at dusk at the Beaver Meadow Audubon Center.  Call 585-457-3228 for more info.
Sunday, August 6

Rattles & Rhythms- Make your own rattle from raw hide, wood, sinew, and seeds. Learn about musical and ceremonial uses of rattles in Native traditions. Program runs from 1-5PM and costs $40 adult/$20 youth. To register, call 716-655-7622 or email: deaheartwood@aol.com.  This Heartwood Wilderness Skills School event will be held at the WNY Land Conservancy’s ‘Kenneglenn Nature Preserve’.

“Nature Discoveries”- Discovering nature can be exciting for the entire family.  Join us as we discover the natural world around us on this free family hike that begins at 2pm at Beaver Meadow. Contact Beaver Meadow at 585-457-3228.
Tuesday, August 8 

Cold-blooded Creatures - Join an afternoon search (beginning at 1:00 PM) for snakes, salamanders, frogs and toads!  Advance registration required.  Contact staff at 716-683-5959 to register.  Contact staff at 716-683-5959 to register.  Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 77 Honorine Dr.  Depew, NY  14043.

Wednesday, August 9  

Full Moon Walk - Stroll in the woods by the light of the full moon beginning at 8:00 PM.  Advance registration required.  Contact staff at 716-683-5959 to register.  Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 77 Honorine Dr.  Depew, NY  14043.

“Uganda in the 1950s”- Take a trip back in time to a far away country at this Beaver Meadow talk.  Presented by Mr. & Mrs Hudson.  Presentation will be followed by lunch. Cost is $12/$8 for members. Contact Beaver Meadow at 585-457-3228.
Evening Wildlife Walk-An evening hike from 7-9pm at Birdsong Nature Preserve in Orchard Park.  To register for the $5 hike led by naturalists, call 662-6450.

Saturday, August 12  

Pond Life – A program for kids ages 6 to 12 beginning at 1:00 PM. Dive into the world of aquatic organisms and see what is living in our ponds!  Advance registration required.   Advance registration required.  Advance registration required for this 10 AM program.  Contact staff at 716-683-5959 to register.  Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 77 Honorine Dr.  Depew, NY  14043.

Little Rock City Hike- Explore this natural area in Cattaraugus County with a Buffalo Audubon Society naturalist.  Hike scheduled from 10am-3pm and is $12/$7 members.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 585-457-3228.

Sunday, August 13

Edible Plant Hike-A free family program designed to teach you what plants at Beaver Meadow are edible and/or palatable. Join others at 2pm at Beaver Meadow.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 585-457-3228.

Wednesday, August 16

Tyke Hike- Little tykes will be engaged by Mother Nature’s sights, sounds, smells and textures on our trails and in our nature cabin.  The pace of the outdoor tour will suit short legs and stroller wheels, and feature fun things you’ll enjoy doing again at home.  Juice and a snack will be provided. Pre- registration required for this 10:15-11:45am hike at Tifft Nature Preserve. Please call 896-5200, ext. 338 for cost and registration. 

Babes in the Woods-A nature discovery program for 3-5 year olds and their parents at Beaver Meadow from 10-11:30am.  Registration is required ($5 for child & adult/$3 each additional child).  Contact Beaver Meadow at 585-457-3228.
Thursday, August 17

Stories in the Woods – A 10:00 AM program for kids ages 4-7.  Listen to a nature story read by staff, followed by a walk in the woods.  Advance registration required.  Contact staff at 716-683-5959 to register.  Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 77 Honorine Dr.  Depew, NY  14043.

Friday, August 18

Ellicott Creek Canoe Trip-Take a slow paddle in your kayak or canoe or use one of ours as we explore this scenic creek from 9am-4pm. $10/$7members/$5 per seat in our canoes.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 585-457-3228.
Saturday, August 19 

Volunteer Tour Guide/Youth Instructor Training- Participate in a 1:30 PM training session to become a volunteer tour guide.  No experience is necessary, just a love of nature and the desire to share it. Advance registration required.  Contact staff at 716-683-5959 to register.  Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 77 Honorine Dr.  Depew, NY  14043.

Babes in the Woods-A nature discovery program for 3-5 year olds and their parents at Beaver Meadow from 10-11:30am.  Registration is required ($5 for child & adult/$3 each additional child).  Contact Beaver Meadow at 585-457-3228.
“Build a Bluebird House”- Help us build nest boxes for our state bird.  We will also discuss the nesting habits of the bluebird and their status at Knox Farm.  Kits will be available as supplies last.  Free program begins at 9am at Knox Farm State Park.  Call 585-457-3228 for more info.
Observatory Public Viewing-Look at the stars through your own telescope or those provided beginning at dusk at the Beaver Meadow Audubon Center.  Call 585-457-3228 for more info.
Sunday, August 20

Herb Gardening- Learn the techniques for a successful organic herb garden at this free program at 2pm at Beaver Meadow Audubon Center.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 585-457-3228.

Tuesday, August 22
Volunteer Tour Guide/Youth Instructor Training- Participate in a 9:30 AM training session to become a volunteer tour guide.  No experience is necessary, just a love of nature and the desire to share it. Advance registration required.  Contact staff at 716-683-5959 to register.  Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 77 Honorine Dr.  Depew, NY  14043.

Wednesday, August 23
Free Rabies Clinic- Vaccinations given for cats and dogs at the Lakeshore Fire Co., S-4591 Lakeshore Rd. from 5-7pm.  Call the Erie County Health Dept. for more information (961-6800).
Tyke Hike- Little tykes will be engaged by Mother Nature’s sights, sounds, smells and textures on our trails and in our nature cabin.  The pace of the outdoor tour will suit short legs and stroller wheels, and feature fun things you’ll enjoy doing again at home.  Juice and a snack will be provided. Pre- registration required for this 10:15-11:45am hike at Tifft Nature Preserve. Please call 896-5200, ext. 338 for cost and registration. 

Thursday, August 24 

Stroller Strut – Bring your stroller and share a sensory exploration of nature with your young child (age 3 and under). Advance registration required.  Advance registration required for this 10 AM program.  Contact staff at 716-683-5959 to register.  Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 77 Honorine Dr.  Depew, NY  14043.

Saturday, August 26
Bird Watching at Tifft Nature Preserve- Celebrate the beginning of the autumn bird migration on the nature trails at Tifft with this guided birding tour for adults from 8am-noon. Tifft has the distinction of nearly 200 bird species sightings annually, many during peak migration times! It is recognized by the Audubon Society as an Important Bird Area. A great opportunity to see the earliest fall warblers! Pre-registration required. Please call 896-5200, ext. 338.

Stone Age Cookery- Honoring the South Pacific, we will cook a three course meal in an underground oven, enjoy fresh fish on spits, eggs in ashes, shrimp in bamboo, and flat bread in coals! Healthy appetite required!!!  Program runs from noon-6PM and costs $45 adult/$25 youth. To register, call 716-655-7622 or email: deaheartwood@aol.com.  This Heartwood Wilderness Skills School event will be held at the WNY Land Conservancy’s ‘Kenneglenn Nature Preserve’.

Sunday, August 27

Exploring Jenny Glen- Walk through a wetland and discover the many plants, animals and birds that reside there.  This free family walk begins at 2pm at Beaver Meadow Audubon Center.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 585-457-3228.

Gooseneck Hill Waterfowl Sanctuary-Open to the public from 2-5pm.  Call 942-6835 or visit www.gooseneckhillwaterfowlfarm.com.

Tuesday, August 29  

Pond Life – A program for kids ages 6 to 12 beginning at 10:00 AM. Dive into the world of aquatic organisms and see what is living in our ponds!  Advance registration required.   Advance registration required.  Advance registration required for this 10 AM program.  Contact staff at 716-683-5959 to register.  Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 77 Honorine Dr.  Depew, NY  14043.

Wednesday, August 30

Free Rabies Clinic- Vaccinations given for cats and dogs in Tonawanda at 205 Ensminger Rd. from 2-4pm.  Call the Erie County Health Dept. for more information (961-6800).
Saturday, September 2

Old Growth Wilderness Hike-Hike through the ancient forest of Zoar Valley from 10am-3 pm.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 585-457-3228.

Wednesday, September 6

Free Rabies Clinic- Vaccinations given for cats and dogs at the Brant Fire Co., 1231 Brant-Farnham Rd. from 5-7pm.  Call the Erie County Health Dept. for more information (961-6800).

Saturday, September 9 and Sunday, September 10

Homestead Festival at Beaver Meadow-Nature walks, crafts and fun for the whole family.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 585-457-3228.


Wednesday, September 13

Free Rabies Clinic- Vaccinations given for cats and dogs at the Buffalo Zoo Parking lot at 300 Parkside Ave. from 5-7pm.  Call the Erie County Health Dept. for more information (961-6800).
Saturday, September 16

6th Annual Fall Festival-Join others for this fun-filled day at Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve.  From 10am-4pm, there will be guided nature walks, crafts and exhibits, live animals, animal track casting and career exploration.  For more info, call 683-5959.

Annual Beach Sweep-Participiate in the International Coastal Cleanup as part of The Ocean Conservancy’s worldwide effort.  Cleanup sites will be listed in mid-August on the American Littoral Society website at www.alsnyc.  You may also call the Beach Cleanup Hotline at 800-449-0790.

Wednesday, September 20

Free Rabies Clinic- Vaccinations given for cats and dogs at the West Seneca Highway Garage at 39 South Ave. from 5-7pm.  Call the Erie County Health Dept. for more information (961-6800).
Saturday, September 30  

Second Annual Environmental Summit at Daemen College-individuals interested in environmental and sustainability issues are invited to attend.  Speakers, round-table discussions and display tables will be featured.  Spread the word among friends and have them contact sustainc@daemen.edu to be put on the email list for this event.

Saturday, October 14

Fall Nature Night-Join others at 4pm for a nature hike, stories around the campfire and a visit to the observatory at Beaver Meadow.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 585-457-3228.

Colors of Fall-A 1 pm hike led by Naturalists at Birdsong Nature Preserve in Orchard Park.  Call 662-6450 to register for this hike.  Cost is $5.

Thursday, October 19-Sunday, October 22

New York State Outdoor Education Association Conference- The conference is for teachers, outdoor educators and anyone interested in the outdoors and environmental education.  Workshop topics span a wide range including team building, medicinal herbs, astronomy, orienteering, old growth trees, photography, diversity, green buildings, and wilderness survival.  Conference is at Beaver Hollow Conference Center in Java Center (www.beaverhollow.com).   For conference details, visit www.nysoea.org/conference.htm.
Tips for the Environment:

1. Visit a Farmer’s Market-For a full listing of Farmer’s Markets, go to 

http://www.agmkt.state.ny.us/AP/CommunityFarmersMarkets.asp
2. See “An Inconvenient Truth” and take a friend-visit http://www.climatecrisis.org
3. Share those magazines-over 227,000,000 trees have been cut for magazines since Jan. 1, 2000 (source-http://www.coopamerica.org).  Recycling bins are great, but consider passing educational magazines on to nursing homes, schools, doctor’s office waiting rooms etc.   You can expose people to new ideas while they are waiting for their appointments!

4. Buy Green Power-You can choose an electricity supplier that produces “green power” which it supplies to the grid.  Buy purchasing from this supplier, you are supporting the development of more environmentally-friendly electricity generation.  Call toll-free at (866) GRN-POWR or visit www.askpsc.com.

5. Recycle your rechargeable batteries-Rechargeable batteries are better for the environment than single use batteries; however, they need proper disposal.  All nickel-cadmium (Ni-Cd), Nickel-metal hydride (Ni-Mh), Lithium (Li-ion) and Small Sealed Lead (Pb) batteries can be recycled.  Call 877-2-RECYCLE or www.call2recycle.org for local retailers participating in battery recycling.

6. Choose reusable propane tanks-if you enjoy camping, consider your alternatives for stove and lantern use. Instead of single-use propane cylinders for camping, try alternatives.  Larger refillable cylinders can be used with adapters.  Also, white gas is a cheaper alternative and can be poured into the stove canisters.  Mixtures of propane and butane are sold in all-aluminum canisters which can be recycled.

7. Share information on eco-friendly baby goods with expectant parents-visit www.tinyfootprints.org has information on creating an eco- and baby-friendly home environment as well as resources for environmentally conscious baby gifts.

To see our previous newsletters with additional tips for the environment, go to:  http://www.daemen.edu/academics/affairs/news.html#envnews
Additional Links to area activities and organizations and regularly scheduled activities:

Beaver Meadow Nature Center 


Every Wednesday 10am-2pm is Volunteer Day, just bring a lunch.

http://www.buffaloaudubon.com/calendar/netcal.htm
Buffalo Museum of Science

www.buffalomuseumofscience.org
Hawk Creek Wildlife Center, Inc.

www.hawkcreek.org
Landmark Society of the Niagara Frontier

www.landmark-niagara.org
Messinger Woods Wildlife Care and Education Center, Inc

www.messingerwoods.org
Nature Conservancy-Central and Western New York Chapter

http://Nature.org/centralwestern
Penn Dixie Natural History Site-Hamburg Natural History Society  (716) 627-4560
http://www.penndixie.org/cal/cal.html
Reinstein Woods 

Public Guided Tours, Every Wednesday and Saturday at 10:00am year round

Lily Pond Loop and State Symbols Self-Guided Trails, Every Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00am - 8:00pm and Every Wednesday and Saturday 10:00am - 5:00pm

http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/reg9/reinstein/
Reptile Adoption, Rehabilitation and Education, Inc. (RARE)

http://rarerehab.org/
The Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens

www.buffalogardens.com
The Niagara Group of Atlantic Chapter of the Sierra Club

http://newyork.sierraclub.org/Niagara
Western New York Hiking Trails and resources

www.wnyhikes.com/hiking-trails.htm
