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 Make Every Day Earth Day Expo-Exhibitors Needed
The summer Make Every Day Earth Day Expo at the Buffalo Zoo is just around the corner.  We’re hoping that your organization will be able to join us at this year’s celebration on Saturday, June 23, 2007, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.   It promises to be a great event.  The event will be advertised in regional newspapers, newsletters, radio, posters, on our website and in the Buffalo Zoo newsletter that is sent to zoo members. Please feel free to advertise the Expo in your organizational newsletters to help us promote this great family fun event.  Information on current sponsors and organizers is available at 

http://daemen.edu/~byoung/WNY_EarthDay.doc.

The registration fee for the Expo is $ 25 and includes registration, a display table, 2 chairs and free zoo admission for display volunteers.  Extra tables are $10.  Parking is free on the streets surrounding the Zoo and $3.25 in the Zoo lot. Please fill out and return the registration form available at http://daemen.edu/~byoung/Family_Expo_Regist.doc along with your registration payment by June 8th if you would like to participate.  

We hope you will join us in promoting this year’s Western New York Earth Day activities as we try to bring the message of protecting and enhancing the environment into every WNY household.  If you have any questions, please contact Sharon Benz, Project Coordinator, WNY Earth Day Committee at Daemen College’s Center for Sustainable Communities and Civic Engagement at 716-839-8524 or sbenz@daemen.edu.

Beat Fest 2007

The Buffalo Environmentalist Action Team will host its 3rd Annual Beat Fest on Saturday, June 2.  This all day benefit concert raises money for PUSH (People United for Sustainable Housing) Buffalo, which is a grassroots 501 c3 non-profit company working to alleviate poor living conditions on Buffalo's West Side through advocacy, cooperative living, and community organizing.   The festival will be held at Breezy Hill 10458 Chautauqua Rd. in New Albion, NY 14719.
The all day festival includes live music provided by the Jony James Blues Band, Pseudo Slang, Todd Eberwine Band, DJ Cutler and Universal, Fresh Guac aka the Flagship Crew, Alex Mead, Jeff Campise, Laura Jean, and Shane Walters (Australia).  There will be two hand drum workshops provided by T.R. McKotch throughout the day. Beer will be provided by Flying Bison.  There will be a chinese auction with items donated by Western New York businesses.  The first fifty people will receive a free BEAT FEST T-shirt.  There will be plenty of opportunities to enjoy the outdoors whether you like to fish, hike, canoe, camp out, or just observe nature.  Donations are greatly appreciated.  BEAT FEST is sponsored by the Allen St. Hardware Cafe.  For more information, contact Darren Kresge at 716-512-4187 or
darren@beatfest.com.
Free Fish and Wildlife Festival and Youth Fishing Contest

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Lower Great lakes Fishery Resources Office (LGLFRO) will be hosting a “Fish and Wildlife Festival and Youth Fishing Contest” on Saturday, June 2 to showcase local and regional aspects of fish and wildlife resources.  This event provides a wonderful opportunity for children to learn more about our natural resources, as well as take part in the Niagara River Angler Association’s annual fishing contest for fun and awards. Many local natural resource agencies and conservation associations will be represented, and animal exhibits will be on display for the public. Registration for the youth fishing contest begins at 8am and the contest is held from 8:30-11:30am.  The Fish and Wildlife Festival is scheduled from 11am to 5pm.  The event is held in Hyde Park in Niagara Falls, NY.  From Pine Avenue (NY 62A), enter at the Robbins Dr. entrance.  For more info, call 716-691-5456, ext. 29. 

Natural Building Colloquium

The PeaceWeaver Community is hosting its annual Natural Building Colloquium in Thunder Mountain (Bath), New York from Tuesday, July 31-Saturday, August 4. This colloquium is for anyone interested in building with natural materials and developing sustainable living practices.  Workshops on straw bale and cob construction, solar energy, living roofs and much more will be included.  For more information, call 607-776-4060 or email pw@peaceweavers.com.  Information and registration for the event is available at http://www.peaceweavers.com/bws/.  
WNY Climate Action Coalition Booklet Available

What can you do to help in minimizing climate change?  Walter Simpson has compiled a booklet for the WNY Climate Action Coalition that provides tips on ways that you can make a difference.  A downloadable copy of the booklet is available at http://daemen.edu/~byoung/WNYCACbooklet.pdf.  Please share the message with others!
Environmental Summer Camps
A number of opportunities exist to expose children to the outdoors and science during the summer months.  Visit the websites or call to find out specifics about each program.

Buffalo Zoo day camp-1 week sessions from July 9 to August 17-call 837-3900.

Buffalo Museum of Science day camp-July 20 to August 17-www.buffalomuseumofscience.org or 896-5200, ext. 338
Charles E. Burchfield Nature and Art Center-August 20-24-www.thebnac.org or 677-4843.

Nature Ed-Ventures-July 22 to 28 -www.natureed-ventures.com or 479-9190.

Penn Dixie Paleontological & Outdoor Education Center-July 16 to August 10-www.penndixie.org or 627-4560.

Buffalo & Erie County Botanical Gardens-July 16-27-www.buffalogardens.com or 827-1584, ext. 291.

Cheektowaga Dept. of Parks, Recreation and Youth Services-July 2 to August 24-call 897-7207.

Gloria J. Parks Community Center-July 2 to August 17-call 832-1010.

Beaver Meadow summer day camps-www.buffaloaudubon.com or (585) 457-3228.

Allegany Nature Pilgrimage

Plan now for the annual Allegany Nature Pilgramage to be held from Friday June 1 through Sunday June 3.  This event is an outdoor learning experience that combines fun with a variety of nature-oriented activities. This traditional weekend of natural history welcomes both the seasoned naturalist and the inquisitive beginner. The pilgrimage is held in Allegany State Park in southwestern New York State. The park consists of over 60,000 acres of forested hillsides, lakes, and miles of bike paths and hiking trails. It is not uncommon to see deer, porcupines, raccoons, and the occasional black bear. There are also incredible numbers of wildflowers, birds, butterflies, and trees. The differences in habitat and altitude provide great birding. To register please visit www.alleganynaturepilgrimage.org  or register at the pilgrimage.
Unitarian Universalist Church of Amherst Joins Green Sanctuary Program

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Amherst (UUA) is expanding its efforts to be environmentally-friendly.  Last year, the church became the first church in the state last year to purchase wind power for its entire electricity usage and is continuing this commitment.  The UUA is also joining the Green Sanctuary Program of the Unitarian Universalist Association.  Congregations in this program must review all aspects of their building, religious service and educational programs for best environmental practices and develop a plan to become more “green”.  Improvements can include shifts to environmentally-friendly cleaning products, use of non-disposable plates and cups, and guest speakers on environmental stewardship.  Information on this program is available at http://uuministryforearth.org/grs_overview.htm.
Nature and the Arts at Beaver Meadow

Nature and the Arts come together on July 14. Beaver Meadow Audubon Center is partnering with the Arts Council for Wyoming County to present a day to celebrate nature and the arts.  From 1-6 pm, we're inviting artists, writers, photographers and musicians to experience the beauty of the 324 acre Beaver Meadow Nature Preserve while practicing their art. If you enjoy painting from nature, or reading and sharing nature-themed poetry and stories of your own; if you are a photographer interested in finding a perfectly enjoyable and lovely setting to shoot, or a musician who might be interested in playing in harmony with the birds, you are welcome to join us for this special day, set aside for the appreciation of art and nature! If you are not an artist yourself but appreciate both art and nature, we’d love to see you too! The entire arts day will culminate in a musical event at 6pm, right at the center's headquarters on Welch Road. If you are an artist who would like more info, please call the Arts Council for Wyoming County at 585-237-3517 and ask for Bethany, or email her at butler@artswyco.org.  Or, just plan to join us! Musicians, please call for specific information.

Pesticide Notification Reminder
State law requires that all pesticide companies provide 48-hour written notice for most lawn pesticide applications to adjacent properties within 150 feet of the application site. Pesticide does drift and may end up on a neighbor’s vegetable garden or in an area where children or pets may be exposed. For specific requirements on notification and categories of pesticides covered, visit http://www.oag.state.ny.us/environment/pesticide_guide.html.  For downloadable notices that may be used to identify areas sprayed, visit http://www.erie.gov/pesticidenotification/.  For more information about the Pesticide Neighbor Notification law, residents may also contact the Erie County Department of Environment and Planning at (716) 858-8390.

VHS Fish Death Update
Gizzard shad and other species have been dying in unprecedented numbers in the last month.  Testing has shown that the die-offs are due to Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia virus (VHS).  VHS has already spread into the Finger Lakes region after being identified in Lakes Erie and Ontario.  Although humans don’t get the disease, we spread it by carrying infected fish or equipment.  New regulations have been established for the use of bait fish and all anglers should adhere to the guidelines to help reduce the spread of this deadly disease.
DEC Surveys Tonawanda Neighborhoods for Radiation

The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) is testing neighborhoods surrounding a Town of Tonawanda landfill where known radioactivity was dumped.  The Army Corps of Engineers is planning to cap the landfill and an extended public comment period is currently open, but is scheduled to close prior to the completion of the radiation testing.  For more information on the history of the problem and related town meetings, visit the FACTS (For A Clean Tonawanda Site) website at http://www.factsofwny.com/updates.htm.
Globeo Continues at the Buffalo Museum of Science 

The Buffalo Museum of Science’s “Globeo” Exhibit is underway until June 22.  Stations allow visitors to appreciate the vast biodiversity on our planet and gain an understanding of how changing climactic conditions may impact our planet.  Regional environmental groups and scientists will provide a special focus on climate change effects on the Great Lakes. For more information on the exhibit and related activities, visit http://daemen.edu/~byoung/Globeo.pdf.
Buffalo ReUse in Business

Buffalo ReUse aims to salvage materials from demolition sites and sell these for use in other building projects.  Michael Gainer has founded the non-profit organization which hopes to reduce the amount of building materials ending up in landfills.  Buffalo ReUse is located at 459 Ellicott Street in downtown Buffalo. Buffalo ReUse accepts donated building materials and needs volunteers to assist in its salvage efforts.   To contact the organization, phone 885-4131 or email info@buffaloreuse.org.
Lawn Care can be Greener

If your lawn options don’t include a goat or a natural cover of wildflowers, but a more traditional manicured lawn, consider other options for mowing your grass.  Push mowers are available with the added bonus of exercise and fresher air.  If that much labor isn’t your style, Linda Hardie of Clean Communities of Western New York recommends that you check out EnviroGard for its low polluting propane technology available in 32 and 72 inch cuts.   Check out their web site at www.envirogard.com  or call and ask for Barbara Santora or Jim Coker at 1-800-858-3533 ext 14.   Some cities have banned commercial mowers for certain hours on ozone alert days.  EnviroGard’s low polluting model meets all current and projected emission requirements by the EPA and California Air Resources Board.  There is up to a 60% reduction in smog forming emissions and 80% reduction in toxic emissions compared with diesel and gasoline fuel.  
 
Niagara Frontier Entomological Society Plans Summer Outings

The Niagara Frontier Entomological Society has several upcoming field trips planned as well as their annual butterfly count.  Individuals with an interest in insects are welcome to attend.  The group will seek out the rare and elusive Karner Blue butterfly on a June 4th field trip to Albany.  On June 30, the “target” of the trip is the Bog Copper butterfly at Houghton Bog Preserve.  Details for both trips are listed under upcoming activities below in the newsletter.  

The Annual Fourth of July Butterfly Count is a national event that provides a database on population numbers of butterflies.  This year’s count is scheduled for July 7 (see details in activities below).  Volunteers are welcome to participate in the count.

Buffalo Zoo Photo Contest

The 2007 Buffalo Zoo Photo Contest is underway. Do you have some of your favorite Zoo animals caught on film? Now is your chance to share your photos and maybe have them displayed. Categories include Solo Photo, Student, Zoo Babies and Zoo Humor. The entrance fee is $5 and there will be prizes for each category.  Deadline is December 31, 2007. For more information please call (716) 995-6131. To down load rules and an application, visit  http://www.buffalozoo.org/photo_contest_rules.pdf.

Important Bird Area Program Sponsored by Audubon Society

The aim of the Important Bird Area Program is to identify and conserve key breeding and feeding sites for birds. An Important Bird Area is a place that provides essential habitat for one or more species of bird, whether in breeding season, winter, or during migration. These sites are considered to be exceptionally important for bird conservation. Protection of the most critical of these sites is one important approach to the protection of many bird species. Within the United States, the IBA program is part of the larger Partners in Flight program that, in turn, is part of the North American Bird Conservation Initiative. These larger programs have additional landscape and management-based approaches to bird conservation. Taken together, these approaches are designed to help ensure the survival of all bird species.  The National Audubon Society has developed an online searchable database of IBAs at http://iba.audubon.org/iba/siteSearch.do.  You can search by species, site name, BCR, etc., or you can view a site summary for an IBA.
New York State Agriculture and Wineries Televised in PBS Productions

Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) had produced “The performers:  Taking Center Stage in New York Agriculture”.  The documentary will discuss current New York agricultural products and modern technology used in this industry.  Showcased in this one-hour production will be an organic dairy, hydroponic vegetable culture, biofuel using willow trees and a dairy farm which uses methane to generate electricity.  This show will air on WNED on June 13 at 10pm.

Wineries of the region will be the focus of two productions to be aired in June.  Wineries of Canada’s Niagara Peninsula will be discussed on June 14 at 8:30pm and Western New York and the Finger Lakes Wineries will be the focus of a WNED program on June 18 at 9pm.  

Heartwood Sponsors Summer Wilderness Skills School

A unique learning adventure for kids is offered by Heartwood Wilderness Skills School.  A day program is offered from August 6-10 for kids ages 9-12 and 13-15.  The program includes adventure, hiking, tracking, forest ecology and a number of survival skills.  For more information, visit http://daemen.edu/~byoung/Heartwood.pdf.
Urban Roots Garden Center Sells Seedlings of Heirloom Varieties
Urban Roots opened its westside community garden center last month at 428 Rhode Island Avenue in Buffalo.  The urban garden center will host a plant swap on June 2 and is currently offering a number of heirloom herb and vegetable seedlings for sale. This cooperative project is accepting members and needs volunteers to assist in garden planning, planting, city beautification efforts, membership recruitment and more.  Members are eligible for discounts on some purchases and future year dividends. Contact the organization at info@urbanroots.org or 886-2450 or visit their website at www.urbanroots.org for details.
Melamine-Human and Animal Foods

The USDA and other agencies have reported that there is little risk to human health through consumption of livestock who ate melamine-contaminated feed.  Melamine was found in wheat gluten imported from China and has been implicated in the deaths of numbers of cats and dogs who consumed contaminated pet food.  Melamine, used widely in the plastics industry, has been used to boost levels of nitrogen in grain which results in artificially higher reported protein levels due to the use of nitrogen as an indicator test for protein.  While melamine addition is illegal in the U.S., this practice is permitted in China.  U.S. officials suggest that much of the melamine consumed by livestock would be excreted in their urine, thus the diluted levels would not be likely to have an effect on humans.
A Potential Use for Ethanol Production Leftovers

When corn is used to produce ethanol, the dried distilled grains are often fed to livestock.  Agricultural scientists have found that these by-products can be used as a mulch on soil which helps fertilize crops.  Plots of roma tomatoes grown with these dried distilled grain by-products yielded a 138% increase in pounds produced.  The mulch adds nitrogen, phosphorus and other nutrients as it decays.  With the increase in the use of corn for ethanol production, a surplus of by-product is expected and its use as a mulch in agricultural systems would be an added benefit.  For information on research using this product, visit www.ars.usda.gov/is/AR/archive/may07/weeds0507.htm.
Bruce Kershner Heritage Tree Preservation and Protection Act Proposed

Senator Mary Lou Rath has proposed new legislation for protection of old-growth trees and forests.  The legislation has been named the “Bruce Kershner Heritage Tree Preservation and Protection Act” in honor of our local naturalist Bruce Kershner.  Bruce identified over 300 old-growth forests in the northeast and was instrumental in trying to protect Zoar Valley.  The introduced legislation, S.4637, is being sponsored in the State Assembly by Assemblyman Sam Hoyt.

Great Lakes Story Contest
The Healthy Lakes, Healthy Lives Campaign is sponsoring a Great Lakes Story Contest.  People of all ages can submit stories and photos with 16 prizes awarded monthly in June, July and August.  The contest runs from June 1-August 20. Visit www.healthylakes.org for details.
Volunteer Opportunities Available
A number of volunteer opportunities are available at organizations in Buffalo including Retree Western New York.  For a complete listing, visit http://www.handsongreaterbuffalo.org/.  The Buffalo Museum of Science has volunteer and internship opportunities available for teens, college students and adults.  For information, contact Monika McFoy, Director of Community Programs, at 896-5200, ext. 343.  Tifft Nature Preserve also needs volunteers for their programs, communications, fund-raising and other events.  Call 662-1342 or email tifftfriends@yahoo.com.
East Side Urban Farm Project

A proposed Queen City Farm project is being considered for an area on Buffalo’s east side.  The project would revitalize green space in an area with vacant homes and overgrown yards and offer fresh produce to low-income families.  Rod McCallum, a community activist, is organizing this effort and hopes to renovate an 1889 Queen Anne-style home into a community gathering spot and headquarters for this urban organic farm project.  For more information, visit http://artvoice.com/issues/v6n13/city_bountiful.
Come together to honor Sister Water
The Peace and Justice Committee of Leadership of Women Religious of Buffalo are sponsoring this event on the Feast of St. John the Baptist on June 24.  Come honor the importance of the Great Lakes and Niagara River at 5:00 pm at the Erie Basin Marina South Point by Tower.  The rain or shine ceremony will be filled with prayer, drumming (bring your drum) and rituals. For more information contact Sr. Sheila Stone, GNSH at 829-7891.

Young Investigators Conference Showcases Work of Science Firsthand Participants

Science Firsthand, an after-school mentoring program funded by the National Science Foundation celebrated the end of a year of after-school science exploration with a bang at their April “Young Investigators Conference” held at the Buffalo Zoo.   The program in Buffalo meets weekly at seven community centers and involves over 100 children who attend at least one afternoon per week after school.  The conference brought over 170 people together from across the city​ to celebrate the participants’ investigatory work and offer a showcase for what they had learned during their months of firsthand inquiry.  The topics were wonderfully diverse; all seven community centers presented displays of SF projects, from posters to hands-on activities to live creatures to observe. The most popular stations offered opportunities for direct exploration ​ with pond animals, paper-making, ram air cars and milkweed bugs. Many attendees were fascinated by monitoring the effect of exercise (running) on skin temperature using an infrared thermometer.  To view a selection of conference photos, two short video clips of kids in action, and more, go to http://www.firsthandlearning.org/yic.html.
Mark Your Calendar for the Third Annual Environmental Summit

Daemen College will host its Environmental Summit on Saturday, September 29 from 8:30am-1pm.  This free event is designed to bring together members of environmental organizations in Western New York and interested citizens to share information on their activities and discuss future directions.  Please mark your calendar and plan to attend.

Artpark’s Tuesday in the Park Includes Recycling

Artpark’s Tuesday in the Park will be greener this year.  The Hard Rock Café in Niagara Falls will host a recycling program during the concert series.  All proceeds from the recyclables will be donated to Artpark’s Family Weekends and children’s art programming.  The series begins on June 5 and continues to August 28.

Will Buffalo Be Left Behind As New York City Gets Greener?
Buffalo should take some tips from New York City.  New York City’s Mayor Bloomberg recently announced that the city will phase in a number of energy-efficient changes including lowered emissions and higher mileage standards for taxis.  By 2012, all taxi cabs operated in New York City (NYC) will be fuel-efficient hybrids.  NYC has set a goal of reduced carbon emissions by 30% by 2030.  U.S. buildings use more than 60% of the electricity generated by power plants and are responsible for almost half of the green house gas emissions, consequently changing our building standards will be necessary to curb our energy use.  New York City Local Law 86 (The Green City Buildings Act), which became effective on January 1, requires many city municipal buildings and renovations to be designed according to LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environment Design) standards. Visit www.usgbc.org for information on LEED standards.  Mayor Bloomberg and Buildings Commissioner Patricia Lancaster have also submitted a proposal which would set new construction standards for building safety, efficiency and sustainability. For more information on this proposal, visit http://www.iconreview.org/en/news/1130.
Western New York Loses a Special Teacher of Nature

Herbert Burgasser, an extraordinary nature educator and co-founder of Earth Spirit Educational Services, Inc. passed away in May from a heart attack after leading a group at Letchworth State Park. Herb had a lifelong dedication to the environment.  With Earth Spirit, Herb led numerous programs for children and adults inspiring them to have a deeper connection with their natural world.  Herb helped translate nature’s stories for all of us to enjoy.  In addition to his work with Earth Spirit, Herb had worked at the University of Buffalo’s Educational Opportunity Center and at Daemen College.  Herb’s appreciation for the interconnectedness of all life and his teachings will continue the spirit of nature awareness in everyone that knew him. 
Upcoming Community Activities: 
Friday, June 1-Sunday, June 3

Annual Allegany Nature Pilgrimage-This event is an outdoor learning experience that combines fun with a variety of nature-oriented activities at Allegany State Park in southwestern New York State. To register please visit www.alleganynaturepilgrimage.org  or register at the pilgrimage.
Saturday, June 2
Healing with Herbs Seminar-Join Earth Spirit for a full day immersion into the practice of medical herbalism focused upon history, philosophy, fieldwork and preparation processes.  The event will be at The Woodlands in Sardinia from 10am-4pm and cost is $35 ($25 members).  For more info, contact earthspiritedu@verizon.net or 716-941-6267.

Tour of “Toxic” Communities-Joe Gardella, UB Professor, will host a tour of impacted communities in Erie County that identifies community engagement by residents who live near toxic sites.  Planned visits include 858 E. Ferry, Hickory Woods, Seneca Babcock, Tonawanda Coke, and the Huntley Plant in Tonawanda.  Check the Sierra Club website for details.
Behind the Scenes at the Buffalo Zoo-This 1pm-3pm workshop offers an exciting experience for family members to go behind closed doors at the Buffalo Zoo.  Cost is $20 per person ($25 nonmembers).  To register, call 995-6128.

Star Lights, Drinks & Bites-Buffalo Science Museum is the site for this celestial gala from 7-11pm.  Guests will enjoy local wine, beer and hors d’oeuvres while exploring the museum and viewing the skies through telescopes.  Tickets for this fundraise are $25 until 6/1 and $30 at the door.

Third Annual Beat Fest 2007-Join the Buffalo Environmentalist Action Team for an all day benefit concert for PUSH (People United for Sustainable Housing) Buffalo at Breezy Hill, 10458 Chautauqua Rd., New Albion.  Live music will be provided by the Jony James Blues Band, Pseudo Slang, Todd Eberwine Band, DJ Cutler and Universal, Fresh Guacaka the Flagship Crew, Alex Mead, Jeff Campise, Laura Jean, and Shane Walters (Australia).  Two hand drum workshops will be provided by T.R. McKotch. Beer will be provided by Flying Bison.  There will be a Chinese auction with items donated by Western New York businesses.  The first fifty people will receive a free BEAT FEST T-shirt.  Donations accepted.  Contact Darren Kresge at 716-512-4187 or darren@beatfest.com for more info.

“What’s Bugging You?”- Enjoy a free hike to search for the many types of insects beginning at 9am in Knox Farm State Park. Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org for more info.

Boy Scout Merit Badge Workshop-This Beaver Meadow workshop is for scouts interested in earning the Wilderness Survival Badge.  Cost is $12 for this 10am-4pm workshop and preregistration is required. Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org for more info

Fish and Wildlife Festival and Youth Fishing Contest-The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Lower Great lakes Fishery Resources Office (LGLFRO) is hosting this event. Youth may take part in the Niagara River Angler Association’s annual fishing contest for fun and awards. Many local natural resource agencies and conservation associations will be represented, and animal exhibits will be on display for the public. Registration for the youth fishing contest begins at 8am and the contest is held from 8:30-11:30am.  The Fish and Wildlife Festival is scheduled from 11am to 5pm.  The event is held in Hyde Park in Niagara Falls, NY.  From Pine Avenue (NY 62A), enter at the Robbins Dr. entrance.  For more info, call 716-691-5456, ext. 29.

Herb Faire-Learn about herbs and visit with vendors of garden products and plants from 10am-4pm. Amherst Museum, 3755 Tonawanda Creek Rd.  Admission is charged.  Phone 689-1440 for information or visit http://www.amherstmuseum.org/.
Sunday, June 3 

“Wind, Water, Energy and the Great Lakes”-A talk presented by Dave Bradley of The Wind Action Group at 2pm at the Buffalo Museum of Science. This event is free with admission to the Buffalo Museum of Science.  For more info, call (716) 896-5200.

Family Walk at Beaver Meadow- Join us for a free walk beginning at 2pm through the woods as our naturalists help you seek out the natural wonders that abound at Beaver Meadow.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.

Robin Hill Arboretum-A field trip led by the Niagara Frontier Botanical Society to this privately-owned arboretum in Lyndonville.  To join this 9:15am trip, contact the trip leader Jerry Lazarczyk at 773-7452 for directions to the meeting place.

Wild on the Waters Cruise-Benefit for the Wildlife Department of the SPCA.  The cruise is from 4-7pm and includes music, food and fun.   Reservations can be made by calling the SPCA at 875-7360.  Tickets are $40.

Monday, June 4

Karner Blue Butterfly Trip-Seek out the rare and elusive little beauty, the Karner Blue butterfly, by joining this exciting Niagara Frontier Entomological Society field trip to the Albany area.  Rain date is Tuesday, 5th June.  The group will meet to carpool at 6am from Williamsville. The primary destination, Wood Hollow Nature Preserve in Ballston Spa is near Saratoga Springs, but this trip will also stop at the Pine Bush Reserve in the village of Karner and if time permits, the New York State Museum as well.  This will be a full day of activity!
Bring your own lunch/drinks.  Contact to confirm attendance and get meeting location: Ichiro Nakamura, 633-9640.

Tuesday, June 5

“Meeting the Climate Change Challenge, Globally and Locally”-A presentation co-sponsored by Sierra Club- Niagara Group and the WNY Climate Change Coalition. Walter Simpson of UB will speak at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Amherst, 6320 Main Street, Williamsville, New York 14221 at 7:30pm.  If you have an interest in becoming involved in Western New York solutions to smart energy, green building, smart growth and urban sprawl, please attend this function.  Walter Simpson has provided leadership for UB’s energy program and will be working with UB leadership to develop a plan for campus climate neutrality.  He has also led the Atlantic Chapter of Sierra Club’s efforts to stop Jamestown, NY, from building a new coal-fired power plant.

Thursday, June 7

"Communicating About the Oceans -- A New Model for Building Ocean Awareness"-A seminar presented by Dr. Paul J. Boyle, CEO and Chairman of The Ocean Pro, from 11:00am-12:15 pm in 140 Ketter Hall at University at Buffalo.  Dr. Boyle is being considered for the position of New York Sea Grant Director and is presenting this seminar at different locations across the state.  For information, contact Cornelia Schlenk, Assistant Director of New York Sea Grant at cschlenk@notes.cc.sunysb.edu.

Wind Action Group Meeting-The monthly meeting of the Wind Action Group will be held from 5:30-7PM 

in the Ciurczak & Co. Office at 628 Washington Street which is between the entrance doors and the right exit door of the Market Arcade Theater on Washington Street between Tupper and Chippewa.  Ring the Ciurczak & Co bell, and when we buzz you in, take the elevator to the 4th floor.

Saturday, June 9

Backpacking Class-First of two sessions starts in the classroom from 10am-2pm.  Learn what to pack for heading on a long hike into the wilderness followed by a weekend in the forests of Pennsylvania.  Cost is $25 ($20 members).  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.
"Meander in the Morning: A Unique Breakfast Experience"- Join Friends of Reinstein Nature Preserve for a scrumptious morning of food and fun from 9:30am-12:30pm. NOTE:  Ticket sales ended June 1, so call for availability. Start your day with a catered breakfast at Reinstein Woods’ fabulous new education center, then saunter onto the "dessert trail," where you can sample fabulous items featuring familiar and not-so familiar ingredients that also grow wild in Reinstein Woods.  Along the way, you’ll learn a little about these edible ingredients that grow in the woods.  A string trio, chinese auction and 50/505 raffle to benefit Woods’ educational programs round out the event.    Breakfast catered by Orazio’s restaurant.  Several of the desserts are being prepared by renowned local pastry chefs Debbie and Jeff Romaneo.  For more information, contact FORNP at 668-0668 or 683-5959.  Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve is located at 93 Honorine Drive, Depew, NY  14043

Sunday, June 10

Miss Buffalo Nature Cruise and Buffalo Lighthouse Tour-The 8th Annual Miss Buffalo Nature Cruise will begin boarding at 8:30 am at the entrance to the Erie Basin Marina.  The trip will return at noon and will be followed by a tour of the Buffalo Lighthouse.  Experts in aquatic biology, birding, fisheries and geology will provide information.  Cost of the tours is $18 adults ($15 members) and $15 children ($12 members).  Early registration is suggested at 716-627-4560 or the downloadable form at www.penndixie.org.

“Reefs in Hot Water:  Corals and Climate Change”-A talk presented by Dr. Mary Alice Coffroth, UB Marine Ecologist, at 2pm at the Buffalo Museum of Science. This event is free with admission to the Buffalo Museum of Science.  For more info, call (716) 896-5200.

Family Walk at Beaver Meadow- Join us for a free walk beginning at 2pm through the woods as our naturalists help you seek out the natural wonders that abound at Beaver Meadow.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.
Thursday, June 14
Herbs Under the Dome- Head to The Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens from 6-9pm to enjoy the wonderful world of herbs. The Western New York Herb Study Group will put on fantastic herb demonstrations and teach us how to care for your kitchen herbs. Watch and learn from Curly’s chefs as they discover some interesting ways to cook with herbs. Don’t forget to purchase your herbs at this event. Tickets include samples of herb creations and herb dishes. Cost is $10. Call 716.827.1584 ext. 204 for tickets.
Saturday, June 16

Exploring Forest Lawn-Join Earth Spirit for a fascinating walking tour through a Buffalo Landmark focused upon its unique history and ecology.  The event will be at Forest Lawn Cemetery in Buffalo from 6:30-8:30pm and cost is $7 (free to members).  For more info, contact earthspiritedu@verizon.net or 716-941-6267.

Family Fossil Fun Days- This experience will teach participants about fossil digging and preparation, identification and the display of fossils in museums. The program begins at 10am at the Penn Dixie site.  At noon, families will drive and have their lunch prior to arriving at the Buffalo Museum of Science at 1pm.  The afternoon program runs from 1-3pm.   Preregistration is required-call 896-5200 ext. 338.  Cost is $20 adults ($15 members) and $15 children ($10 members).
Dedication Ceremony and Hikes-Join others for the dedication of the new Rodger Sweetland Memorial Preserve at Zoar Valley, presented by The Nature Sanctuary Society of WNY and The Nature Conservancy. For more information, email Julie@zoarvalley.org or call 716-380-1430 to register.
Backpacking Class-Second of two sessions beginning on June 9.  Enjoy a long hike into the wilderness followed by a weekend in the forests of Pennsylvania.  Cost is $25 ($20 members).  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.

“The Wild Side of Knox Farm State Park”- Enjoy a free hike beginning at 9am in Knox Farm State Park. Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org for more info.

Iroquois Observations-Join others at Iroquois National Wildlife Refuge from 8-11pm for a special program on Creatures of the Night.   Meet at Kanyoo Trail and bring a flashlight. For more information, contact Garner Light at (716) 772-5110 or garnerlight@hotmail.com.  

Wine and Wags Social- Join other from 5-8pm at the Erie County SPCA on Ensminger Road in Tonawanda for their 2nd Annual Wine and Wags.  Tickets are $35 pre-sale ($45 at the door). Admission for dogs is free!  For tickets, call 629-3523 or order online at www.yourspca.org.  
Bond Lake Fishing Derby-From 8am-1pm, fishing derby will be held in all lakes within Bond Lake Park in Niagara County on Lower Mountain Road.  
Insect Safari- Join us for an adventure at Reinstein Woods as we search for insects of all shapes and sizes!  Search under logs, inside flowers and on leaves to uncover these amazing six-legged creatures.. Advance registration required.  Call 683-5959 to register for this 10:30am session. 
Sunday, June 17
Family Walk at Beaver Meadow- Join us for a free walk beginning at 2pm through the woods as our naturalists help you seek out the natural wonders that abound at Beaver Meadow.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.
Tuesday, June 19

Citizens Regional Transit Corp Meeting-Monthly meeting will be held 12:00-1:30pm at  3330 Main Street, Buffalo.  The CRTC meets in the educational wing of University Presbyterian Church, corner of Main Street and Niagara Falls Blvd.  Enter through the parking lot door, take elevator to "ML."  The meeting will feature UB's transportation system.
Wednesday, June 20

Babes in the Woods- “Let’s Learn about Birds” is the focus of this nature discovery program at Beaver Meadow Audubon Center designed for 3-5 year olds and their parents from 10am-11:30am. Registration is required.  Cost is $5 child & adult/ $3 each additional child. Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org for more info.

Thursday, June 21

Summer Solstice Stroll- Take a stroll on the longest day of the year at Reinstein Woods and enjoy the start of summer!  Call 683-5959 for required pre-registration for this 7:30pm event.
Saturday, June 23

Paleontologist for a Day-This program for 8-14 year olds is a joint program between Penn Dixie and Past 7 Present Rock Shop and Museum.  Children will visit both facilities and will learn how to collect, prepare and assemble their personal fossil collection.  Preregistration (716-627-4560) is required.  Cost is $50 ($45 members) for this 9am-4pm program.
Earth Day Expo at the Buffalo Zoo-Join many environmental organizations for another celebration of Earth Day at the Buffalo Zoo from 10am-4pm.  Free with zoo admission.
The Scoop on Poop- All animals do it - but do you know all the ways animals use it?  Fun facts (and they aren't all gross!) followed by a walk on the trails at Reinstein Woods to look for this sign that animals leave behind. Advance registration required.  Call 683-5959 to register for this 10:30am session. 
Sunday, June 24

Family Walk at Beaver Meadow- Join us for a free walk beginning at 2pm through the woods as our naturalists help you seek out the natural wonders that abound at Beaver Meadow.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.
Honor Sister Water Ceremony-The Peace and Justice Committee of Leadership of Women Religious of Buffalo are sponsoring this event on the Feast of St. John the Baptist.  Gather as public witness to the importance of the Great Lakes and Niagara River at 5:00 pm at the Erie Basin Marina South Point by Tower.  The rain or shine ceremony will be filled with prayer, drumming (bring your drum) and rituals. For more information contact Sr. Sheila Stone, GNSH at 829-7891.
Tuesday, June 26

Sierra Club Monthly Meeting-Join others to discuss Sierra Club activities and issues.  The group meets in room 221, Duns Scotus Hall, Daemen College at 7pm.  Visit www.daemen.edu/maps for directions.

Buffalo Philarmonic Orchestra at the Gardens- Join Paul Ferington, conductor, The BPO at The Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens to celebrate patriotic music selections as well as selections from West Side Story, Howard Hanson’s Symphony No 2, and Beckel’s Night Vision “The American Dream”. This free concert is a lovely way to spend a summer evening! The concert will be held outside on The Gardens front lawn from 7-8:15pm.
Friday, June 29
Starry Night in the Garden- Join Star 102.5 and The Botanical Gardens to celebrate their beautiful grounds. Popular musical groups, local restaurants, wineries and breweries come together to party into the night to benefit The Gardens.   Tickets are $35 for this 6-9pm event.  Go to www.mystar1025.com for more information.

Super Low Full Moon Walk-Join us at 8:00PM at Reinstein Woods for a walk during this year's lowest full moon.  In its highest position, it will climb barely a quarter of the way up the sky!  Pre-registration required-call 683-5959.
Saturday, June 30
Astronomy Program-Come to Penn Dixie at 8:30pm to view Saturn and Venus close to each other as well as Jupiter, the Star Cluster M13 and the Ring Nebula M57.  For info, call 627-4560.

Bog Copper Butterfly Trip-This will be a neat little half-day trip that everyone will enjoy! Rain date is Sunday, 1st July. This Niagara Frontier Entomological Society trip to Houghton Bog Preserve near Springville, NY in search of the Bog Copper, will meet at the Daemen College parking lot behind the large blond-brick campus building facing 4380 Main Street, Williamsville, at 9 AM, and at the Springville Park & Ride (across from the 219 exit) at 9:35 AM.  We may also hunt for a nice place to grab a tasty lunch!  Contact to confirm attendance: Ichiro Nakamura, 633-9640.
Sunday, July 1

Family Walk at Beaver Meadow- Join us for a free walk beginning at 2pm through the woods as our naturalists help you seek out the natural wonders that abound at Beaver Meadow.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.
Saturday, July 7
Adventure Hike-Join Earth Spirit for a family oriented hike at Birdsong Park in Orchard Park from 6:30-8:30pm.  The hike will be through fields, forests and wetlands focused upon local plants, animals and the communities that support them.  Please contact the Orchard Park Recreation Dept. at 662-6450 for details.

Survival Skills- Enjoy a free hike beginning at 9am in Knox Farm State Park and learn the basics of wilderness survival. Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org for more info.

For the Birds Motorcycle Dice Run-Ride a scenic route from Beaver Meadow Audubon Center to Springville while raising money for the Center.  Brunch will be provided.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org for more info.  Preregistration is required and cost is $8 per person.

Allenberg Bog Hike-Visit this Audubon Preserve located in Napoli.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org  for more info.  Donations requested.
Annual Fourth of July Butterfly Count-The Niagara Frontier Entomological Society will hold its annual butterfly count at various locations in the region.  The rain date is Sunday, 8th July.  If you would like to participate, contact the count coordinator Tom O'Donnell at tmodonnell@adelphia.net or phone 284-5569.
Life on the Forest Floor- Join us at Reinstein Woods and explore under a log and leaf litter to discover a hidden world right underfoot.  Pre-registration required. Call 683-5959 to register for this 10:30am session. 
Sunday, July 8
Family Walk at Beaver Meadow- Join us for a free walk beginning at 2pm through the woods as our naturalists help you seek out the natural wonders that abound at Beaver Meadow.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.
Wednesday, July 11

Paleontologist for a Day-This program for 8-14 year olds is a joint program between Penn Dixie and Past 7 Present Rock Shop and Museum.  Children will visit both facilities and will learn how to collect, prepare and assemble their personal fossil collection.  Preregistration (716-627-4560) is required.  Cost is $50 ($45 members) for this 9am-4pm program.

Stories in the Woods-Listen to a nature story read by Reinstein Woods staff, followed by a walk in the woods.  For children ages 4 to 7; parent or guardian must attend.  Pre-registration required.  Call 683-5959 to register for this 10:30am session.
Friday, July 13

Going Batty-Bats are amazing animals, but often misunderstood.  Separate fact from fiction and learn about the only true-flying mammals.  Pre-registration required.  Call 683-5959 to register for this 8PM session.
Saturday, July 14

Nature and the Arts- Beaver Meadow Audubon Center is partnering with the Arts Council for Wyoming County to present a day to celebrate nature and the arts.  From 1-6 pm, artists of all types are invited to use the space at Beaver Meadow to be inspired and share their work.  If you are an artist who would like more info, please call the Arts Council for Wyoming County at 585-237-3517 and ask for Bethany, or email her at butler@artswyco.org.
Bountiful Bats and Marvelous Moths-This evening program at Beaver Meadow Audubon Center begins at 8:30pm and will send you along the trails to discover some of the creatures of the night.  Explore the many moth varieties and watch as bats search for their prey.  Cost is $7 ($5 members).  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org for more info.
Sunday, July 15
Family Walk at Beaver Meadow- Join us for a free walk beginning at 2pm through the woods as our naturalists help you seek out the natural wonders that abound at Beaver Meadow.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.

Tuesday, July 17

Bug-nanza-Come out for an evening of activities at Reinstein Woods devoted to our creepy, crawly residents!  Hunt for bugs in the forests and ponds, participate in a bug beauty contest, and create an insect craft!  Materials fee is $1.00.  For children ages 6 to 12; parent or guardian must attend.  Pre-registration required for this 7PM event.  Call 683-5959 to register.
Wednesday, July 18

Babes in the Woods- “Flying Rainbows-Butterflies” is the focus of this nature discovery program at Beaver Meadow Audubon Center designed for 3-5 year olds and their parents from 10am-11:30am. Registration is required.  Cost is $5 child & adult/ $3 each additional child. Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org for more info.
Saturday, July 21 and Sunday, July 22

Wildlife & Renaissance Festival-Celebrate Hawk Creek’s 20th Anniversary from 11am-4pm. For details, visit www.hawkcreek.org.  
Saturday, July 21
An Ecology Dog Walk-Join Earth Spirit for an ecology hike from 6:30-8:30pm through one of the little known and rarely visited Erie County Forest lands.  This free event welcomes your leashed pet.   For more info, contact earthspiritedu@verizon.net or 716-941-6267.

Family Fossil Fun Days- This experience will teach participants about fossil digging and preparation, identification and the display of fossils in museums. The program begins at 10am at the Penn Dixie site.  At noon, families will drive and have their lunch prior to arriving at the Buffalo Museum of Science at 1pm.  The afternoon program runs from 1-3pm.    Preregistration is required-call 896-5200 ext. 338.  Cost is $20 adults ($15 members) and $15 children ($10 members).

Geocaching at Knox Farm State Park- Learn the basics of this technological treasure hunt and search for treasure at this free event beginning at 9am in Knox Farm State Park. Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org for more info.

Summer Wildflowers-Come to Reinstein Woods to search for the wildflowers of the summer season and learn their uses and folklore.  Pre-registration required.  Call 683-5959 to register for this 10:30am session. 
Sunday, July 22
Family Walk at Beaver Meadow- Join us for a free walk beginning at 2pm through the woods as our naturalists help you seek out the natural wonders that abound at Beaver Meadow.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.
Tuesday, July 24

Sierra Club Monthly Meeting-Join others to discuss Sierra Club activities and issues.  The group meets in room 221, Duns Scotus Hall, Daemen College at 7pm.  Visit www.daemen.edu/maps for directions.

Stroller Strut-Bring your stoller to Reinstein Woods at 10am and share a sensory exploration of nature with your young child.  For children ages 3 and under and their caregivers.  Pre-registration required. Call 683-5959 to register.
Wednesday, July 25

Wines in the Wild-The Pro Zoo Board and the Women's Board will host the annual Wines in the Wild event, sponsored by Bank of America, at the Buffalo Zoo.  For only $30 pre-sale or $40 at the door, your ticket includes a variety of food and dessert items, along with wines and beers from local distributors.  Live music and visits from some of your favorite animal ambassadors will highlight the evening. Enjoy a balmy summer evening in one of the most unique environments around as you try your luck at our fantastic Basket and Silent Auctions.  This event takes place from 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m., rain or shine. Guests MUST BE 21 years or older. The more the merrier, so bring your friends and neighbors to enjoy this wonderful, casual evening to benefit the Zoo's Adopt an Animal program. For further information, or to purchase tickets, please call (716) 995-6131 or visit www.buffalozoo.org  for online purchase. 
Saturday, July 28 and Sunday, July 29

Wildlife & Renaissance Festival-Celebrate Hawk Creek’s 20th Anniversary from 11am-4pm. For details, visit www.hawkcreek.org.  
Saturday, July 28

Allenberg Bog Trip-A joint field trip with the Niagara Frontier Botanical Society and the Northeast Ohio Native Plant Society to this Audubon preserve.  Meet at the Park & Ride, Rte. 219 at Exit 20A.  Please call the trip leader Ed Fuchs at 687-1167 to indicate attendance and get additional information.

Arachnophilia-Oh mites!  Does the site of a spider in your house "tick" you off?  Bring your curiosity to Reinstein Woods and find out reasons to lover, rather than hate, eight-legged arachnids!  Pre-registration required. Call 683-5959 to register for this 10:30am session. 
Sunday, July 29
Family Walk at Beaver Meadow- Join us for a free walk beginning at 2pm through the woods as our naturalists help you seek out the natural wonders that abound at Beaver Meadow.  Contact Beaver Meadow at 1-800-377-1520 or email info@buffaloaudubon.org.

Monday, July 30

Full Moon Walk-Enjoy a walk at Reinstein Woods by the glow of the Full Buck Moon and learn local folklore.  Pre-registration required. Call 683-5959 to register for this 8PM event.

Tuesday, July 31

Solar Power Play-Join us at Reinstein Woods as we explore the power of the sun by making solar prints, learning about solar energy and putting solar power to the test.  Pre-registration required. Call 683-5959 to register for this 1PM event.
Saturday, August 4

Geology Hike- Stan Radon will lead a geology hike from 9-11:30am to explore the creek bed and cliff walls in the gorge at Kenneglenn. The trip will feature views of the 180-foot gorge walls and a beautiful waterfall. Please be prepared to walk in the creek with shoes that have great traction. On a very hot August day this is a great walk for families.  Mr. Radon has been a geologist with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation for the past 17 years. He also teaches geology and environmental sciences at SUNY at Buffalo, Buffalo State College and Daemen CollegeThis event is sponsored by the Western New York Land Conservancy.  For more information, call 716-687-1225 or email wnlyc@wynlc.org.  Reservations are required and cost is $5 for non-members.

Saturday, August 18

Paleontologist for a Day-This program for 8-14 year olds is a joint program between Penn Dixie and Past 7 Present Rock Shop and Museum.  Children will visit both facilities and will learn how to collect, prepare and assemble their personal fossil collection.  Preregistration (716-627-4560) is required.  Cost is $50 ($45 members) for this 9am-4pm program.

Saturday, August 25

Family Fossil Fun Days- This experience will teach participants about fossil digging and preparation, identification and the display of fossils in museums. The program begins at 10am at the Penn Dixie site.  At noon, families will drive and have their lunch prior to arriving at the Buffalo Museum of Science at 1pm.  The afternoon program runs from 1-3pm.    Preregistration is required-call 896-5200 ext. 338.  Cost is $20 adults ($15 members) and $15 children ($10 members).

Sunday, August 26

Wild on the Waters Cruise-Benefit for the Wildlife Department of the SPCA.  The cruise is from 3:30pm-6:30pm and includes music, food and fun.   Reservations can be made by calling the SPCA at 875-7360.  Tickets are $40.

Tuesday, August 28
Sierra Club Monthly Meeting-Join others to discuss Sierra Club activities and issues.  The group meets in room 221, Duns Scotus Hall, Daemen College at 7pm.  Visit www.daemen.edu/maps for directions.

Friday, September 14-Sunday, September 16

Women's Outdoor Weekend-Looking for some quality time away from the hustle and bustle of your busy schedule? Camp Allegany is the place to be! Again this year, we'll prepare the meals, do the dishes and let you pick what you want to do from a variety of program offerings. Activities include nature hikes, star gazing, outdoor skills, self-defense, aromatherapy, massages, and much more. So enjoy quality time with old friends and new as we create a special weekend for you “in the woods!” For complete information, please call Nature Ed-Ventures at 716-479-9190 or visit www.natureed-ventures.com.

Saturday, September 15

Great Lakes Beach Sweep-Volunteers needed from 10am-noon to clean up Western New York’s shores.  For info or to register, visit www.greatlakesbeachsweep.com or http://www.bnriverkeeper.org/.

Sunday, September 23
Western New York Herpetological Society's Reptile and Amphibian Show-Details on this annual event to be announced.
Saturday, September 29
Third Annual Environmental Summit-This free public event held at Daemen College includes speakers and informational tables staffed by many local environmental organizations.  Registration and tabling information for the 8:30am-12:30pm event will be available in August.

Tips for the Environment:

1. Replacing some flooring?  Consider the following eco-friendly alternatives:
Modular carpet-Interface carpets are made with recycled materials and do not release high levels of volatile organic compounds.  Carpets with low emissions are awarded with the Carpet and Rug Institute’s “Green Label” and “Green Label Plus” certifications (www.carpet-rug.org).
Hardwood-For wood harvested from sustainable forests, look for the Forest Stewardship Council logo. Visit www.fscus.org.
Bamboo-For durable floors made from a fast-growing grass.  Check for flooring with nontoxic adhesives and preservatives.  Visit www.buildinggreen.com for products.

Rubber-Flooring is made from interlocking pieces of recycled rubber from tires and can be installed without toxic adhesives.

Cork-Cork harvesting can be done without damaging the cork oak trees.  For info, visit www.buildinggreen.com.

2. Landscaping-Try to buy local products.
Support New York’s green industry by purchasing flowers, shrubs and trees from local nurseries and greenhouses.  Our state’s industry includes almost 800 commercial greenhouses, garden centers and nurseries and ranks fifth among states in the nation for floriculture production.  Many large retailers sell plants grown outside of this area, thus your purchasing dollars go for jobs elsewhere and encourage energy use for additional shipping.  Visit www.nysfi.org for more information.
3. Tips for Keeping Cool

If air conditioning is needed, purchase Energy Star air conditioners that are sized appropriately and keep your filter clean.  Try to locate your units in the shade if possible.  For central air conditioning, use a programmable thermostat and set the temperature higher when not at home.  Ceiling fans help cool without using as much energy.

Use heat-generating appliances (ovens, washers/dryers, dishwashers) during the cooler parts of the day.  Microwaves and toaster ovens can cook efficiently without generating lots of household heat.

Keep your blinds or curtains closed on south-facing windows on hot days.

4. Green Wedding Tips
It is possible to tread lightly on the environment, while planning celebrations.  For tips on how to “green” a special day, visit http://www.justgive.org/worldwildlifefund/weddings/tips.jsp.
5. Buy items with less packaging-support companies that sell concentrates

Many liquid household cleaning products and laundry detergents contain considerable water.  Manufacturers are realizing that they can save money on shipping and the size of the containers by selling concentrates.  Consumers can sometimes save money, but these products help reduce impact as less energy is used for transportation of these goods.

To see our previous newsletters with additional tips for the environment, go to:  http://www.daemen.edu/academics/affairs/common/eco-news/
Additional Links to area activities and organizations and regularly scheduled activities:

AWARE-Association for Wild Animal Rehabilitation and Education

http://www.scwrc.com
Beaver Meadow Nature Center-Buffalo Audubon 


Every Wednesday 10am-2pm is Volunteer Day, just bring a lunch.

http://www.buffaloaudubon.com 
Braddock Bay Bird Observatory

http://www.bbbo.org
Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens

www.buffalogardens.com
Buffalo Museum of Science
http://www.sciencebuff.org/
Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper

http://www.bnriverkeeper.org/
Buffalo Olmsted Parks Conservancy

www.buffaloolmstedparks.org
Buffalo Ornithological Society

www.BOSbirding.org
Buffalo ReUse

http://www.buffaloreuse.org/
Buffalo Zoo

www.buffalozoo.org
Center for Environmental Information (Rochester)

http://ceinfo.org/
Center for Great Lakes Environmental Education

www.greatlakesed.org
Citizens Campaign for the Environment

www.citizenscampaign.org
Citizens' Environmental Coalition

www.cectoxic.org/index.html
Citizens Regional Transit Corporation

Regular CRTC monthly meetings are the third Tuesday, at noon except August.
http://www.citizenstransit.org/
Earth Spirit Educational Services

www.earthspiritedu.org
Erie County Soil and Water Conservation

http://www.ecswcd.org/  

First Hand Learning

www.firsthandlearning.org
For A Clean Tonawanda Site

http://www.factsofwny.com/
Friends of the Ancient Forests

Friendsoftheancient@yahoo.com
Foothills Trail Club

www.foothillstrailclub.org
Genesee County Nature Center

www.gcv.org
Great Lakes Beach Sweep

www.greatlakesbeachsweep.com
Great Lakes United

www.glu.org
Hawk Creek Wildlife Center, Inc.

www.hawkcreek.org
Iroquois National Wildlife Refuge

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/iroquois/
Jamestown Audubon Center & Sanctuary

www.jamestownaudubon.org
Landmark Society of the Niagara Frontier

www.landmark-niagara.org
Massachusetts Avenue Project

www.mass-ave.org
Messinger Woods Wildlife Care and Education Center, Inc

www.messingerwoods.org
Nature Conservancy-Central and Western New York Chapter

http://Nature.org/centralwestern
Nature Ed-Ventures 

www.natureed-ventures.com
New Millennium Group

http://www.nmgonline.org/
New York Upstate Chapter of the Green Building Council

http://www.greenupstateny.org/greenevents.html
Niagara County Soil and Water Conservation District

http://www.niagaraswcd.com
Paths, Peaks and Paddles

www.pathspeakspaddles.com
Peace Weavers

www.peaceweavers.com
Penn Dixie Natural History Site-Hamburg Natural History Society  
Open Saturdays 9am-4pm May through October for fossil collecting. Also open on April 5-7 and 9-13 from 9am-4pm.  $6 for adults, $5 for child 12 and under (free for members).  No pre-registration required.

http://www.penndixie.org/cal/cal.html
Preservation Coalition
http://preserve.bfn.org/
Reinstein Woods 

716-683-5959, 93 Honorine Dr., Depew

10 am Saturday public guided tours, 9am-4pm Monday-Saturday Self-guided trails

http://www.dec.ny.gov/education/1837.html
Reptile Adoption, Rehabilitation and Education, Inc. (RARE)

http://rarerehab.org/
Retree Western New York

http://whtt.com/retreewny
Roger Tory Peterson Institute

www.rtpi.org
The Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens

www.buffalogardens.com
The Niagara Group of Atlantic Chapter of the Sierra Club

http://newyork.sierraclub.org/Niagara
UB Green Office

http://wings.buffalo.edu/ubgreen
Urban Roots

http://www.urbanroots.org/
Western Chapter New York Water Environment Association

http://www.wnywea.org/
Western New York Climate Action Coalition

wnyclimateaction@gmail.com
Western New York Coalition for Progress  

http://wnyprogress.org/
Western New York Herpetological Society

http://www.wnyherp.org/
Western New York Hiking Trails and resources

www.wnyhikes.com/hiking-trails.htm
Western New York Land Conservancy

www.wnylc.org

Western New York Sustainable Energy Association

http://www4.bfn.org/wnysea/
Wind Action Group

www.greengold.org/wind
Zoar Valley Nature Society
www.zoarvalley.org
