Some Ideas for Checkpoints in an Assessment-Rich Classroom

· The “One Minute Paper” (midpoints or end):
Ask students to write down one thing they understand about the topic of the unit or lesson and one important question they have about it.

· Connecting to Goals (midpoints):
Ask students to stop what they’re doing, consider the goals for the lesson, and say which ones they feel they’re learning the most about at the moment.
· Use a Rubric (beginning, midpoints, and end):
Design an instructional rubric (you can get the students to help you!).  Give it to students when they begin the activity & go over it with them.  After a bit, ask them to stop and assess their current work with the rubric.  Where do they need to improve? Have them complete the rubric themselves again at the end and hand it in to you along with their work.  You then fill out a rubric for each student as you grade their work. (Give both yours & theirs back when you give the work back so they can see how their assessments stacked up against yours.)
· Reflective Writing (beginning, midpoints, and/or end):
Ask students to write briefly at the beginning of a lesson, sometime during the middle, and again at the end about what they’re learning and what confuses them.  They might read one another’s, hand them in to you, and/or keep them private.
· KWL Charts (beginning, midpoints, and end):
At the beginning, ask students what they know (K) about the topic of the unit or lesson and what they want to know (W).  Keep track of the discussion on chart paper.  Half way through, ask them what they’re learning (L).  Ask them again about their learning at the end.  Invite them to reflect on what helped them learn and what new questions they have.
· Observe Students at Work (beginning and/or midpoints):
Once in a while, pick a couple of students to watch closely.  Make some notes about how they’re working and what they’re doing.  What does it seem as though they’re learning, and how can you tell?  Compare your notes to their final products when they hand them in.
· Ask “What if . . . ?”  Questions (beginning, midpoints, and/or end):
Have a few “What if’s . . . ?” up your sleeve.  When you think students have really learned what you’re aiming for, pose one of your “What if’s” and see if they can use what they know to answer it.  For example, if you think they’re really understanding the concept of gravity, you might ask.  “What if I dropped a bowling ball and a penny off the top of the building?  Which would hit the ground first and why?”  (Your can also start a lesson with a tough “What if” question, and then pose it again at the end of the lesson.)
· Others . . . 
Questions for Building an Assessment-Rich Classroom

Multiple checkpoints for learning:

· What opportunities to assess student learning are in your curriculum (lesson or unit)?

· Where else could you build in an opportunity to assess students’ learning?  (Try to get at least one in the middle of the lesson or unit, as well as one at the end.  More is good, too!)

Multiple strategies, perspectives, and lenses:

· What different assessment strategies might you use at various checkpoints?

· Looking across the checkpoints of your unit or lesson, do you have multiple . . .

· Strategies (both informal and formal)?

· Perspectives (feedback from teacher, peer, self, other)?

· Lenses (some snapshots / some time-lapse)?

Clear criteria for learning:

At each assessment opportunity:

· What are you assessing for?

· Are those criteria represented in your learning goals or standards?  (If not, either the criteria or the goals need to be changed so that they match.)

Fall-back plan:

· What will you do when you find out not all students are learning as well as you want them to?
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	Products
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	Facilitated

Reflection

	· multiple-choice*

· true-false*

· matching*

*  Objectively Scored

Conventional Assessments
	· modified multiple-choice

· modified true-false

· fill in the blank

· word(s)

· phrase(s)

· short answer

· sentence(s)

· paragraphs(s)

· label a diagram

· “show your work”

· visual representation

· web

· concept map

· flow chart

· matrix

· illustration


	· essay

· research paper

· log / journal

· story / play

· poem / song

· portfolio

· an exhibit

· project

· model

· video / audiotape

· spreadsheet


	· oral presentation

· dance / movement

· demonstration

· athletic competition

· dramatic reading

· enactment

· debate

· musical recital

· manipulative tests

· identification test “unknown”

· discussion
	· oral questioning

· observation 

· sill checklist

· interview

· conference

· process description

· ‘think aloud’

· learning log

· self rating

· peer rating
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