Social Work
Degree Offered: Bachelor of Arts in Social Work
The social work program’s principal educational objective is to prepare students for careers in the many fields of social work
and/or for advanced social work education at the graduate level.
Daemen College social work majors are trained to be professionally responsible, beginning generalist practitioners with the knowledge and skills necessary to intervene on behalf of diverse groups, such as, children, youth, persons with disabilities, and seniors.
Through the integration of classroom instruction, field-based learning opportunities, research, and extracurricular activities,
students are prepared for leadership in the community and the profession.

Career Options:
Graduates can pursue work in a variety of different positions and in many settings including schools, health clinics, hospitals,
courts, care facilities, government, and non-profit organizations. They can work as court advocates, mental health therapists,
probation/police officers, child welfare workers, service coordinators, school social workers, addictions counselors, community organizers, and much more.

Social Work at Daemen:
• The program is accredited by the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) which means well-qualified graduates may
•
•
•

earn a Master's degree in Social Work within one (1) year at many graduate schools.
Student learning focuses on the development of core competencies related to critical thinking, diversity, understanding
of human behavior, use of research, and advocacy for social and economic justice.
Small class sizes help facilitate enhanced interaction with faculty dedicated to teaching excellence.
Personal attention and one-on-one advisement regarding coursework and career opportunities is a hallmark of this program.

Daemen College Master of Social Work
Program (MSW):

Our graduates are employed at:

• Students within the Social Work program have the opportunity

• A Family Violence Case Manager, Crisis Services

•
•

to complete their master’s degree within a year through the
Advanced Standing MSW program.
The Advanced Standing curriculum is a full-time, 1 year, 30- 33
credit hour program.
Daemen MSW faculty are best described as scholar-practitioners
in the field of Social Work.

• Social Worker, Child & Family Services
• Permanency Planner at Gateway Longview
• Social Work Director, Hospice
• School Social Worker

Social Work Students at Daemen Gain EXPERIENCE:
• Learning by doing through various service learning opportunities including work with refugee families, persons with
disabilities, senior citizens, and children living in communities of poverty.

• Engaging with individuals in the field of social work through professional development seminars, networking sessions, and
participation in social work conferences and committees.

• Participating in a two semester internship (approximately 16 hours per week) in their senior year where they work directly
with social work clients and/or in the community under professional supervision.

• Connecting with their classmates through the Social Work Alliance, a club that combines awareness raising, volunteerism,
and leadership development activities.

Additional Recent Graduates’ Jobs:
Case Manager, American Red Cross; Assistant Director, West Seneca Developmental Center; Director of Social Services,
Schofield Nursing Home; Social Work Director, Erie County Medical Center; Counselor, Homespace; Case Worker; Erie
County Children's Services Department.

did you
know…

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, social work is one of the fastest growing professions
in the country due to an increasing need for health and aging related services as well as child,
family, and school-based supports.
Professional social workers are the nation’s largest providers of mental health services and are
often the only mental health care providers serving residents in economically and socially
disadvantaged communities.
Professional social workers practice in many settings: veterans organizations, prisons,
government, and private practice.

Katelyn, MSW Program
“When I was in my Senior year of my undergraduate program of Social Work at Daemen College, I was able to
experience an internship in the field of Social Work. I interned at Weinberg Campus, which is a geriatric facility that
provides assisted living care, memory care, skilled nursing care, and an independent living experience. I spent my
time there on the memory care unit and the long-term care floor. This is where I developed and strengthened my
social work skills.
This year, I am a Master`s of Social Work Graduate student intern at a facility called Fox Run. This is a Life Care
Community. Here, I intern on the Memory Care unit, the Assisted Living floor, and the long-term care level.
My transition into the Master`s of Social Work program here at Daemen College has been smooth, thanks to the
support of Daemen`s Department of Social Work Staff. I am able to communicate any of my concerns to my
professors and colleagues, and I feel supported and reassured that I am in the right place. The work load is different from the Undergraduate program, but I feel prepared from my classes and field experience from my Undergraduate years. I am able to pull things that I am learning in my classes and apply them to my internship in the
Social Work field. I feel prepared in the field, thanks to the Social Work program here at Daemen.
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For more information, contact the Social Work Department at 716 839-8515.
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My plan after I receive my Master`s Degree and my license of Social Work is to further my academic career and
achieve my PHD in Social Work. I would like to focus my professional career in the geriatric field. I would like to one
day create my own memory care facility, where persons with Dementia can live in a home like environment.”

