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HOW TO GET YOUR FORM I-20 INSTRUCTIONS 
 

NOW THAT YOU ARE PLANNING TO BE A STUDENT THERE ARE TWO THINGS YOU CANNOT DO! 

1. DO NOT ENTER THE U.S. WITH A B-1, B-2, OR B-1/2 VISA 

 If you use a B visa to enter the U.S. you are saying "I'm here as a visitor" only.  Since you contacted our school 

 about study, this could be viewed as misrepresenting your purpose for entering the U.S. and you might be

 refused permission to extend or to change your status.  Do not listen to people who say it is easy to enter the 

 country as a visitor and change your status to F-1 Student.  It is not true!  U.S. federal regulations prohibit B 

 Visitors from pursuing a course of student prior to obtaining a change of status to F-1 Student. 

 If your study plans are not certain and you want to enter the U.S. to visit schools, you must explain this on 

 your visa application and ask the visa officer for a B-2 visa with the words "Prospective student" noted on it or 

 have the words added to your B visa if you already have one. 

2. DO NOT ENTER THE U.S. on the Visa Waiver Program (WT or WB) If you are from a country from which you can 

 enter the U.S. as a visitor by registering for ESTA, do not do this.  You will be permitted to stay for only 90 days.  

 You will be given more time or allowed to change to F-1 Student status. 

WHAT IS A FORM I-20 AND WHY DO YOU NEED ONE? 

A Form I-20 is a government form that certifies that you are eligible for F-1 Student Status.  That means that (1) you are 

or expect to be a “bona fide” student; (2) you meet our admissions requirements; (3) you will pursue a full course study; 

(4) you proved to us that you have enough money to study and live in the U.S. without working illegally or suffering from 

poverty. 

You need a Form I-20 to obtain an F-1 Student visa or status, or to keep lawful F-1 status when transferring or 

changing schools within the U.S. 

DOES EVERYBODY NEED A FORM I-20? 

NO, some international students do not need I-20’s.  B Visitors and F-2 dependents must obtain an I-20 and apply for a 

change of status to F-1 student to pursue a course of study that is not avocational or recreational in nature.  If you are 

maintaining another nonimmigrant status in the U.S., you do not have an I-20 and may attend school full- or part-time.  

Dependent children in E, H, I, J, L,M, N, O,P, R or S status need to change status prior to their 21st birthday or if they 

marry.  If you have no legal status, you may attend school but you are not eligible to change status and do not need an I-

20. 
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RULES FOR GETTING YOUR FORM I-20 

1. YOU MUST BE A “BONA FIDE” (REAL) STUDENT, ACCEPTED TO A FULL-TIME PROGRAM OF STUDY. 

2. YOU MUST PROVE TO US THAT YOU CAN SUPPORT THE COSTS OF LIVING AND STUDYING IN THE U.S. FOR EVERY 

YEAR OF YOUR PROGRAM OF STUDY AT DAEMEN COLLEGE.  THIS IS REQUIRED BY THE U.S. GOVERNEMNT IN 

ORDER TO ISSUE THE FORM I-20. 

3. DO NOT EXPECT THAT YOU WILL BE ABLE TO WORK IN THE U.S. TO HELP MEET YOUR ANNUAL COSTS!  On-

campus employment is limited and competitive; off-campus employment is strictly controlled by the U.S. 

Department of Homeland Security. 

4. CAREFULLY REVIEW OUR SCHOOL'S "Estimated ANNUAL COSTS FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS”.  THIS IS THE 

AMOUNT THAT YOU MUST PROVE THAT YOU CAN SUPPORT FOR EVERY YEAR IN YOUR PROGRAM OF STUDY.  

5. THESE REQUIREMENTS ARE NOT NEGOTIABLE.  They represent a modest budget that does not include luxuries 

of any kind.  We strongly recommend that you budget at least 10% more if possible.  Too little money causes 

pain and distress.  Students and their families should look closely at the costs of living and studying at Daemen 

College and make careful plans to be sure your needs will be met. 

6. EXPECT ANNUAL INCREASES in tuition and living costs of approximately 10%. 

7. SOMETIMES, WE MAY HAVE TO ASK YOU TO GIVE US MORE PROOF OF YOUR FUNDING – perhaps more than 

once.  The U.S. government requires that we be sure, to the best of our ability, that you will have enough 

financial support during your stay. 

8. COMPLETE THE APPLICATION FOR A FORM I-20. 

9. HAVE YOUR SPONSOR(S) COMPLETE THE SPONSOR’S AFFIDAVIT AND ATTACH THE REQUIRED EVIDENCE. 

10. SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION FOR A FORM I-20, SPONSOR’S AFFIDAVIT AND EVIDENCE TO US ELECTRONICALLY 

(SCAN OR FAX) OR EMAIL US COPIES.  DO NOT SEND US ORIGINALS.  KEEP THE ORIGINALS TO TAKE TO YOUR 

VISA INTERVIEW. 

11. WE STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT YOU SUBMIT YOUR I-20 APPLICATION, SPONSOR’S AFFIDAVIT AND EVIDENCE 

AT THE SAME TIME AS YOU ARE APPLYING TO THE COLLEGE.  THAT WAY, ONCE YOU ARE ACCEPTED, YOUR 

FORM I-20 CAN BE ISSUED QUICKLY! 

  



FUNDING SOURCES 

YOUR FUNDING CAN COME FROM ANY COMBINATION OF SOURCES IN THE U.S. OR ABROAD: 

1. FUNDS FROM “SPONSORS” (parents, relatives, friends, organizations).  You may have as many sponsors as you 

need.  Sponsors may provide you with support in the form of money and/or room and board.  Free room and 

board is when you live with someone and don’t have to pay for your room or food. 
 

WARNING #1 
It is highly recommended that at least part of your financial support come from your home country.  This helps 

when you apply for your student visa! 

 

WARNING #2 
A sponsor should promise only as much money as he or she is capable of giving you.  Some sponsors believe that 

the more money they promise the easier it will be to get your I-20.  THE MOST COMMON REASON WE REJECT 

FINANCIAL DOCUMENTS IS THAT WE DO NOT BELIEVE THE SPONSOR CAN AFFORD TO GIVE AS MUCH MONEY AS 

THEY PROMISED.  A sponsor should promise only what he or she intends to give and only as much as can be 

afforded. 

 

2. PERSONAL FUNDS   come from your own resources, not those of anyone else.  If your parents put money in your 

bank account, we will ask you to submit the evidence required of sponsors.  Unless you have enough cash to 

support yourself for your entire program of study or can prove other sources of personal income, you will need a 

sponsor with an income sufficient to support you. 

 

3. FUNDS FROM THIS SCHOOL such as a scholarship, assistantship, or an athletic contract.  Not all College support 

covers the entire program of study or all expenses, so you may need additional support to meet your minimum 

annual costs. 

 

EVIDENCE REQUIREMENTS 

COMPLETE THE APPLICATION FOR THE FORM I-20 (attached) AND SUBMIT IT WITH ALL THE REQUIRED EVIDENCE OF 

FUNDING DIRECTLY TO INTERNATIONAL ADMISSIONS, either ELECTRONICALLY, by FAX OR EMAIL.  (DO NOT MAIL US 

ORIGINALS; KEEP THEM FOR YOUR VISA INTERVIEW). 

ALL DOCUMENTS MUST BE: 

 1. Less than two months old. 
 2. In English. (We cannot review documents that are not in English!) 
 
EVIDENCE REQUIRED: 

A. SPONSORS OF CASH SUPPORT: 
 1.  SPONSOR'S AFFIDAVIT AND PROOF OF ANNUAL CASH SUPPORT.  This form may be copied for each sponsor.  
 All questions must be answered. 
  

2.  PROOF OF INCOME. 
 Individual Sponsor:  Any of the following with most recent pay stub: 
  *Income tax returns or receipts; 
  *Pay stubs for last six months; 



  *Bank/investment statements for the last six months. 
 

3. BANK STATEMENT in the name of the sponsor only.  A monthly statement of balances and deposits.    
Letters from bank officials will not be accepted. 
 

WARNING #3 
If there is no proof of income provided with a bank statement, the statement balance will be totaled and divided by the 

number of years in your program of study to determine the amount available to you for each year. 
 

WARNING #4 
The income of a company is not the personal income of the owner of the business and will not be accepted as proof of 

income.  The owner/sponsor must still provide proof of personal income. 
 

WARNING #5 
If a bank statement is in the name of more than one person, each individual must submit an affidavit of support. 

 

WARNING #6 
We cannot accept bank statements that do not specify monthly balances and deposits! 

B. SPONSORS OF FREE ROOM AND BOARD: 
 1. SPONSOR'S AFFIDAVIT AND PROOF OF FREE ROOM AND BOARD 
 2. PROOF OF INCOME: Any of the following with most recent pay stub: 
  * Income tax returns or receipts; 
  * Pay stubs for last six months; 
  * Bank/investment statements for the last six months 
 3. COPY OF PROPERTY LEASE, DEED, RENT RECEIPTS, OR UTLILITY BILL 

C. PERSONAL FUNDS: 
           *BANK/ASSET STATEMENT in your name: monthly statements of balances and deposits. 
D. SCHOOL FUNDS: 
            *COPY OF YOUR AWARD LETTER OR CONTACT stating exactly what you will be receiving and for how long. 


